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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
P.O. Box 47600 • Olympia, Washington 98504-7600 

(360) 407-6000 • TDD Only (Hearing lmpai~) (360) 407-6006 

December 29, 1995 

Mr. Steve Cowan 
U.S. Department of Energy 
100 Independence Avenue, 5B-040/FORS 
Washington D.C. 20585 

Dear Mr. Cowan: 

- -- - -- - - --

RE: Tentative settlement regarding TWRS privatization 

Negotiators representing our respective agencies have recently 
agreed to a settlement which defines and describes the course of 
action for the Hanford Tanlc Waste Remediation System including: 
waste pretreatment, low activity waste management, and high level 
waste -vitrification. Documents outlining this tentative 
settlement are now being put to public comment prior to any 
necessary modification and final agency approval. 

In short, our negotiators agreed to specific Tri Party Agreement 
(TPA) change requests covering low activity waste management and 
pretreatment, and, in the instance of high activity waste, they 
agreed that existing TPA milestone work requirements will remain 
in effect. I am writing you today to ensure that there is no 
misund·erstanding · on two specific points. 

First, that though the public will receive no change request 
modifying the existing (TPA) high level waste vitrification 
program, this program was, and is, a critical part of the subject / 
settlement. As noted by John Wagoner in his December 21, 1995 v 
letter to Director Riveland: "It should be noted that there will 
be no change to the Tri Party Agreement Milestone Series M-51-00 
for high-level waste vitrification as the existing schedules can 
be met under the current planned program." Because we . have been 
disturbed by statements made by various USDOE and WHC staff that 
USDOE has no intention of complying with this (existing) program, 
I ask that you reaffirm to me, and to Hanford site staff, your 
agency's commitment and direction in this regard, and that USDOE 
management take any actions which are necessary to fund and 
ensure adequate near term program progress. 
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Second, and as is the case with any TPA negotiations, this 
settlement is in fact between our respective agencies, i.e., the 
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology), and the U.S. 
Department of Energy (USDOE). Jackson Kinzer has assured us that 
progress during the course of these negotiations has been f .ully 
coordinated with USDOE HQ. We trust that is the case. 

I look forward to working with you and USDOE Environmental 
Management staff in order to ensure the success of this important 
agreement. 

Sincerely, 
ryv\. J-J c.. l , __ 
Mike Wilson, Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

cc: Tanya Barnett, Office of the Attorney General 
/Ron Izatt, USDOE RL 
Jackson Kinzer, USDOE RL 
Bill Taylor, USDOE RL 
Merilyn Reeves, HAB 
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