0040078

January 25, 1995

Ms. Becky Austin
Mail Stop B2-35

Re: 100-HR-2 Work Plan Comment Response
Dear Ms. Austin:
Enclosed are six (6) public comments on the 100-HR-2 RFI/CMS work plan. Please enter them’
into the administrative record for this unit. If you have any questions please call me at (509) 736-

3026. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Gary H. Freedman

Unit Manager

Nuclear Waste Program
Dept. of Ecology
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March 1, 1994
Gary Freedman

Washington State Department of Ecology
7601 West Clearwater Avenue, Suite 102
Kennewick, Washington 99336

Dear Mr. Freedman:

Staff from the Department's Air Emissions and Environmental Radiation Sections have completed a
review of the proposed activities established in the 100-HR-2 RCRA Work Plan. The following
comments relating to this work plan are provided as recommendations to decision makers in drafting
and determining cleanup strategy.

1.

The utilization of existing information to develop conceptual models should prove to be very
cost effective. This approach does not disturb the site and thus, there is no expected air
emissions from such tasks. The desire not to use intrusive field activities is understandable;
although, judicious use of available non-intrusive ambient monitoring technologies would
supplement existing historical information.

The utilization of thermoluminiscent dosimeters (TLDs), pressurized ion chambers (PICs) and
in situ multi-channel analyzers (MCAs) would represent but a small increase in effort and
expense. This data could be an indispensable aid in the assessment of near-term risks to the
environment and the health and safety of workers and the public should excavation be selected
as the preferred remedy.

The possible outcome of this work plan could have physical impacts on the environment from
characterization or clean-up activities at radioactive burial sites. This type of activity could
produce potential for radionuclide airborne emissions and would require permitting from the
Department under WAC 246-247.

Another possible outcome of this work plan could be selection of specific plans for clean-up of
radionuclide contaminated sites using techniques that may be effective clean-up methods, but
of unknown or questionable effect for mitigation of radionuclide airborne emissions. The
selection of clean-up techniques should be performed including the impacts of possible or
potential airborne releases. The Notice of Construction (NOC) and Best Available
Radionuclide Control Technology (BARCT) requirements from WAC 246-247 would apply to
the selection and approval of techniques affecting airborne release of radionuclides.

A 3
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Gary Freedman
ERS 94-302
March 1, 1994

Page 2

Although it is possible for an applicant to seek approval of construction just prior to the
commencement of construction, it is recommended that communication and guidance is
obtained from the Department at early phases in the project definition. The purpose of this
request is to minimize cost and/or schedule impacts from Department regulatory requirements
on technology selections. If radionulcide emissions potential is limited, the Department
requirements for emission control technologies would also be limited. The evaluation of
emissions potential should be performed early to prepare the applicant with expectations of
control technologies required by regulation.

In a recent publication advertising this work plan, the Department of Ecology solicits and
encourages public comment. A "Helpful Information" section such as the one found in the
Hanford Site Environmental Report-1991 would enhance participation. Information such as
this is crucial in assisting the public to decipher technical information and understand the
rationale behind decisions and actions related to the cleanup of this site.

In order to obtain the overall best solution of clean-up and emissions control techniques, the
Department of Health should be added as a "primary data user” as described in Section 4.1.1
of the document. This coordinated approach to technology selection is suggested and will
ensure the best possible outcome for the cleanup of this site. This recommendation is offered,
as applicable, to the entire Hanford site and for all Operable Units.

If you have any questions about our comments, please call Allen Conklin at (206) 586-0254 or me at
(206) 586-3306.

. Erickson, HeaM\

Environmental Radiation Section
ivision of Radiation Protection

JLE:KP

cc:

Allen Conklin, WDOH
Allan Danielson, WDOH
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Gary Freedman

Washington State Dept. of Ecology
7601 W. Clearwater Ave., Suite 102
Kennewick, WA 99336

March 8, 1994

Please send me a copy of the final work plan for the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act Facility Investigation - Corrective Measures Study
Work Plan For the 100-HR-2 Source Operable Unit. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Pat Herbert
P.0O. Box 95966
Seattle, WA 98145
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