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Washington Department of

FISH AND WILDLIFE
1701 S. 24th Ave. « Yakima, Washinglon 98902-5720 « (503) 575-2740 R E c E 'VED

JUNg7 1999
DOE-RL/DIS

June 7, 1999

Mr. Thomas Ferns

DOE NEPA Document Manager
U.S. Department of Energy .
Richland Operations Office

P.O. Box 550, MSIN HO-12
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Ferns:

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) appreciates the opportunity
to comment on the document entitled Revised Draft Hanford Remedial Action
Environmental Impact Statement and Comprehénsive Land-Use Plan, (HRA EIS)
DOE/EIS-0222D. We are hopeful that the concerns expressed here and throughout this
action will be addressed through the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.

WDFW has followed the development of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan
(Plan) since 1995 and commented on the August 1996 draft HRA-EIS. We have
provided technical assistance to the U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE)
throughout the planning effort in hopes that a Plan is developed that protects the
valuable biological resources of the Hanford Site.

We commend USDOE for seeking our technical assistance and involving federal
natural resource agencies, Tribal Nations and local governments in developing a
reo \atives, This' _;one ourc :rns with the August 1996 draft
HRA-EIS that has been addressed in the revised draft.

Shrub steppe continues to decline throughout the Columbia Basin of Washington State.
Less than forty percent of the original shrub steppe remains. The decline can be attributed
to conversion to other land uses or to significant degradation of ecological structure,
function or composition since European settlement. The National Biological Service has
listed native shrub and grassland steppe in Washington and Oregon as an endangered
ecosystem', and WDFW has designated shrub steppe as a Priority Habitat?. Priority

! Noss, Reed F., E.T. Laroe (I, and J.M. Scott. Endangered ecosystems of the United States: A preliminary
assessment of loss and degradation. Biological Report 28, Feb. 1995, National Biological Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior. ' _

? Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. Priority Habitats and Species List. Habitat Program. Jan.
1996.
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m. »ACKGROUND

In its Juné 1995, report eatitled, The Ecosystem Approach: Healthy Ecosystems and
Sustainable Economies, the Interageacy Ecosystem Management Task Force set forth specific
recommendarions with respect to bow federal agenciss o' 1 better implemeant the ecosystem
approach. The Task Force recommeaded that mewmber ageucy representatives sign a
memorandum of \mdersunding affirming their intent 10 implement the recommendations.

IV. THE ECOﬁ’STEM APPROACH

Healthy and well ﬁmﬁonh;emsysmmviulmmepmwcﬁmofmnaﬁon's
biodiversity, to the ~~hievement of quality of life objectives, and ta the support of economies
- and communjties. mmmmchrmmmmdaﬂmmmmy
ecosystems and sustainable ecopomies. It is a common sease way for federal agencies to
canymtm:rmdammmmeﬂicmymw The approach
emphasizes:

[ Snivingtoconside:anxdevmandidenﬁﬁzbleéologlalandecanomic
consequences (long term as well as short term).

e Improving coordination among federal agends.

) Forming partnerships between federal, state, and local jgovernments, Indian aibes,
landowncrs. foreign governments, international organizations, and other stakeholders.

® Improving communmuon with the general public. _

e  Carrying out federal responsibilities more efficiently and cost-effectively.
e  Basing decisions on the best scient '

® T—>roving information and dana management,

® . Adjusting management direction as new information becomes available.
V. THE COOPERATORS AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING:

A. Each fec | agency that is a party to this Memorandumn of Understanding
sk-" deszgna = individ—-* who will be responsible for coor~~  the
agency's internal ~~ interagency activitiea in support of this Memorandum of
Understanding to implement the recommendarions of the Task Foree report as
appropriate. Such designation shall be reported to the Interagency ccosystem
Management Task Force within 30 days of signature. The eollective agency
designees will serve as an Implementation Cont e. T 7 mimee will
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Ecosystom Management Principles

1. Estasiish baseline conditions for ecosystem functioning and sustainability agalnst
which chiénge can bs magsured, Monitor and evaluate actions and their outcomes 1o

determine whether goals an_d objectivas are being achisved.

2 integrate the best sclence and knowiadge available into the decisien-msaking process
while continuing scientific research to improve the knowladge base.

3, Racognize that ecosystems gnd institutions are characteristically complex, dynamic,
haterogencous over space and time, and are constantly changing.. .

4. Develcp a shared vision of the desirad ecosystam condition, taking eurrent so~'~'

- . and economic conditions Into account and identifying ways in which all partlas can

contribute 1o achieving common ecosyatem goals.

8. Suppont actions that incorperate sustained economic,. saciocultural, and community
goals consistent with the vision,

6. Develop coordinated approaches smong Federal agencias to accamplish ecosystsm
cbjectives, and collaborated with local, Stste, and Tribal parhu band on recognition
of r~“ual conhcems.

7. Respect private proparty rights, end wcrk enoporaﬁvdy wnh (and owners to .
accomplish nharad goals.

8. Use ecological approeches that resters and susiain, lha Noloaiul diversity, health,
end productivity.of scosystems, ) _ .

8. Use an adaplive approach to management to achlevn both daam goals and a new
understanding of ecogystems. ) v






