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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Mail Stop PV-11 • Olympia, Washington 98504-8711 • (206) 459-6axJ 

January 12, 1994 

Mr. Steve Cowan 
Associate Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for Environmental Restoration and Waste Management 
Office of Waste Management . 
Trevion II, EM-30 
United States Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

Dear Mr. Cowan: 

Re: New Double-Shell Tank (DST) Environmental Documentation 

0034047 

9400681 

I am writing this letter to express my increasing concern that actions being taken by the 
U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) may not support agreed on start of construction 
schedules for new DSTs at USDOE's Hanford Site. 

As you know, the Department of Ecology (Ecology), the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and USDOE are just now completing an extensive process of Tri-Party 
Agreement (TP A) negotiations and associated stakeholder involvement. Involvement 
which included representatives of affected Indian Nations, government representatives 
from the Tri-Cities, labor, the state of Oregon, Hanford environmental groups, the public 
at large, and other key stakeholders. Messages which we repeatedly received throughout 
this process called for our agencies to: (1) get on with the cleanup, and (2) to work with 
one another in developing innovative ways to streamline our respective bureaucracies in 
order to resolve problems and to be able to move ahead efficiently. In the instance of 
new DSTs, these efforts resulted in work schedules outlined under our new TP A 
Milestone M-42-00, including: M-42-01-1'2; Initiate Construction of the Multi-Function 
Waste Tank Facility, 200 West Area Tanks. 

In recent conversations you commented on the current debate within USDOE regarding 
the need for additional environmental documentation prior to start of DST construction. 
I certainly agree that adequate documentation and opportunities for review and 
comment must take place. However, I note that this particular debate (the need for 
additional DST "National Environmental Policy Act" documentation) has been in 
progress at USDOE for nearly two years. As a result, USDOE has invested considerable 
effort in preparing a DST Environmental Assessment, which is now near completion. 
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I was consequently surprised when you informed me that internally USDOE, at this late 
date, and despite our negotiations, i's now nearing a determination that an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) Record of Decision (ROD) must be obtained prior to start of 
construction. My concern, and I know yours, is that the odds of USDOE being able to 
prepare, issue, and follow an EIS through to a ROD prior to September 1994, are slim 
to none. I am also deeply concerned over the prospects of yet more delay in finally 
getting Hanford tank cleanup underway, of our agencies taking yet another crippling 
blow to public confidence, and of once again being forced to renegotiate significant 
portions of the TP A I also note that delays to DST construction schedules are in turn 
likely to delay resolution of Hanford tank safety issues and other Tank Waste 
Remediation System projects. 

In light of the significance that this issue has for this and other scheduled work at 
Hanford, I suggest that it may be appropriate for Ecology, USDOE-RL, and USDOE
HQ (EH-1 and EM-1) staff to meet and discuss implementation of negotiated TPA work 
schedules, while ensuring adequate environmental review and opportunities for comment. 

s_perely, c7' _p J 

fa[N~y 
Roger Stanley, Director 
Tri-Party Agreement Implementation 
Nuclear and Mixed Waste Management Program 

RS:j 

cc: Becky Austin, WHC 
Jim Bauer, USDOE-RL 
Ray Berube, USDOE-HQ, EH-1 
George Hofer, EPA Region X 
Doug Sherwood, EPA-RL 
Steve Wisness, USDOE-RL 
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