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99-OPD-046 

Ms. Suzanne Dahl 

epartment of Energy 
Office of River Protection 

P.O. Box 550 
ichland, Washington 99352 

JUL O 8 1999 

0051055 

Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
1315 W. 4 th Avenue 
Kennewick, Washington 99336 

Dear Ms. Dahl: 

THIRD BI-MONTHLY REPOR ON THE STATUS OFT ANK C-106 WASTE RETRIEVAL 
SLUICING SYSTEM 

References: (1) 

(2) 

RL letter fr , m G. H. Sanders to M. A. Wilson, Ecology, "Addition of 
Hanford Feheral Facility Agreement and Consent Order (Tri-Party 
Agreement) Interim Milestone M-45-03B, 'Complete Sluicing Retrieval of 

I 
Tank 241-0-106 Sludge'," 99-EAP-322, dated June 3, 1999. 

RL letter frbm G. H. Sanders to S. L. Dahl, Ecology, "Second Bi-Monthly 
Report of S

1 
atus of Tank C-106 Waste Retrieval Sluicing System," 99-

EAP-237, ated April 6, 1999. 

Since the last report, transmitted i Reference (2), five sluicing batch transfers have been 
completed, accounting for a total ansfer of approximately 46 inches of sludge to Tank A Y-102. 

The last transfer took place on Ju e 3, 1999, completing the second campaign of the sluicing 
transfer. A revised Notice of Con truction has been approved by the State of Washington 
Department of Ecology (Ecology}jto increase the limit of the Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) 
release to 500 ppm. The actual VOC release has been diminished to 75 ppm. 

I 
In accordance with the Authorizatton Basis, the receiving Tank A Y-102 is undergoing a month-
long monitoring of waste temperature and flammable gas release to ensure continued safety of 
the receiving tank after the transfe1 of an additional two feet of sludge. The receiving tank is also 
being monitored for solids settling and density profile. Grab samples of supemate have been 
taken for verification of total tran fer. 

The third sluicing transfer campai n is scheduled to begin in mid-July after the completion of the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE review and approval of the evaluation of the receiving tank. 

Prioritizing sluicing activities and improving the detailed planning and execution has brought the 
sluicing operation ahead of sched le by four weeks, compared to six weeks behind schedule, as 
identified in the last report. 
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In accordance with Ecology's req est, the draft Tri-Party Agreement Change Request to identify 
completion of sluicing by Decembf r 31, 1999, was transmitted in Reference (1). Underlying 
assumptions and risks have also been identified in Reference (1 ). 

DOE will keep you appraised of olr progress through the bi-monthly reports and with personnel 
communications. The point-of-co I tact for the bi-monthly reports is Wahed Abdul 
(509) 372-2355. 

OPD:WA 

cc: J. R. Wilkinson, CTUIR 
P. Sobotta, Nez Perce Tribe 
Russell Jim, YIN 
S. McKinney, Ecology 
R. F. Stanley, Ecology 
K. T. Lang, EM-38 
D. R. Sherwood, EPA 
T. B. Veneziano, FDH 
M. B. Reeves, HAB 
M. L. Blazek, OOE 
Administrative Record,-H6-0 

George H. anders, Administrator 
Hanford Tri-Party Agreement 


