
 
 
 

20-TF-0021 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Hanford Site 

 
May 14, 2020 

 

Ms. Alexandra K. Smith, Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
Washington State 
Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd. 
Richland, Washington 99354 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, OFFICE OF RIVER PROTECTION RESPONSE TO 
LETTER 19-NWP-193, RESOURCE CONSERVATION RECOVERY ACT FACILITY 
INVESTIGATION/CORRECTIVE MEASURES STUDY WORK PLAN FOR WASTE 
MANAGEMENT AREA A/AX, MILESTONE M-045-98 

 
Thank you for your commentary and input provided in letter 19-NWP-193, dated 
December 3, 2019, and in the meeting held in response to 19-NWP-193, on February 20, 2020. 
The purpose of this letter is to provide clarification to and feedback on the Washington State 
Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) input, and to sustain the discussions on this topic. 

 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Office of River Protection (ORP) is committed to 
furthering the mission of the data quality objective (DQO) process for the Waste Management 
Area (WMA) A/AX Resource Conservation Recovery Act Facility Investigation/Corrective 
Measures Study (RFI/CMS) soil investigation. One method of furthering this mission is to 
obtain input from key personnel, since relevant input will benefit the DQO process. DOE ORP 
appreciates Ecology’s support of DOE ORP’s commitment. During the February 20, meeting, a 
list of key personnel was identified by DOE ORP and Ecology. Following the February 20, 
meeting, DOE ORP proactively obtained information to address Ecology’s specific concern 
regarding field investigation input. 

 
Based on the current schedule, DOE ORP anticipates briefing and updating key personnel 
(e.g., tribal government representatives) on the DQO process once agreement is reached on the 
WMA A/AX boundary and the sampling process. DOE ORP appreciates Ecology’s continued 
collaboration on the RFI/CMS work plan for WMA A/AX (Milestone M-045-98, due on 
September 30, 2022) as we pursue several necessary steps to efficiently develop the Work Plan. 
DOE ORP looks forward to reaching agreement with Ecology as to the location of the WMA 
A/AX boundary, completion of the DQO process, application of Central Plateau inner area 
principles and parameters for WMA A/AX, and to Ecology’s timely approval of associated 
sampling plans. DOE ORP agrees with Ecology’s acknowledgment that field work in WMA 
A/AX must be coordinated with other projects (such as tank retrieval), and that coordination may 
impact the schedule for such field work. 
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DOE plans to perform a comprehensive evaluation of WMA A/AX via the WMA A/AX RFI, the 
corresponding operable unit remedial investigations (i.e., 200-PO-1 and 200-BP-5), the site 
composite analyses, and the cumulative impact evaluation, for purposes of the Conceptual Site 
Model for the WMA A/AX RFI/CMS. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me on (509) 376-3567. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Brian A. 
Harkins 

 
 

Digitally signed by Brian 
A. Harkins 
Date: 2020.05.14 
16:27:09 -07'00' 

Brian A. Harkins, Deputy Manager 
Tank Farms Project 

TF:RAL Office of River Protection 
 

cc: M. Barnes, Ecology 
J. Bell, NPT 
R. Buck, Wanapum 
L. Contreras, YN 
D. R. Einan, EPA 
S. Leckband, HAB 
J. J. Lyon, Ecology 
N. Menard, Ecology 
M. Murphy, CTUIR 
K. Niles, ODOE 
J. K. Perry, MSA 
P. L. Rutland, WRPS 
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