STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

1701 5 24th Avenue » Yakima, Washington 98902-5720 » (509) 575-2740 FAX (509) 575-2474

¢/o0 Department of Ecology
1315 W. 4™ Ave.
Kennewick, WA 99336

5 September, 2000

Mike Goldstein m@EHW@:

U S Environmental Protection Agency &
71 3wift Blvd., Suite 5 SEP 12 2000
Richland, WA 99352

EDMC

Dear Mr. Goldstein:

Subject: Comments on the Proposed Plan for the 3 00-FF-2 Operable Unit DOE/RL-99- ~— S
53, Rev. 0, and the Focused Feasibility Study for the 300-FF-2 Operable Unit, DOE/RL- s 3=z >
99-40, Rev. 0.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) appreciates the opportunity
to provide commen on the aforementioned document. Our review focused on the
disposition of our comments subnr  ed on the draft A documents. Those comments
included requests for ecological exposure/c (EE/E) assessments to be conducted on
federa 7/ listed salmonid species to establish ¢ n-up levels ' tective of these species,
and for an EE/E assessment on species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
Unfortunately, these requests were not addressed and remain applicable nclosure).
What is even more disturbing is the Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD) that
was issued for- ground water attached to the 300-FF-2 after the close of the comment
period on the draft A documents and the issuance of the rev. 0 documents. This action
clearly circumvents the intent and requirements of e Comprehensive, Environmental
Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Because of insufficient biological
characterizatinn data, we are unable to support any proposed remedial action until
adequ: “iolc  al characterization occurs for this operable unit and associated ground
water wa iS buiug contaminated by source units within this operable unit.

WDFW has been advocating EE/E assessments for some time for the site. An example of
an exemplary L..... assessment model is that which was designed and deployed at the
Rocky Mountain Arsenal in Colorado to achieve protection of wildlife. Cost savings and
benefits from conducting such work include a reduction in the size of the remedial
footprint and the identification of outlying areas of contamination. U.S. Department of
Enc 7y (USDOE), as trustee and steward, would benefit tremendously from using best
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If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (509) 736-
3095.

Sincerely,

7 47/
/ cConnaughe %

itat Biologist, Hanford Site
Enclosures (2)

cc:
Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council
Susan Hughs, Chair
S. ” indino, NMFS
G. Hughes, USFWS
G. Jackson, USFWS
L. Cusack, Ecology
J. Price, :ology
.Clausing, WDFW
00 Area Administrative Record
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