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agencies are directed to work with local and state sponsors in developing a program of education and
interpretation related to the Hanford Reach, and to coordinate with local sponsors on demonstration
projects to restore the river shore.

4.3.2.1 U.S. Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. The Hanford Site land
holdings consist of three different real property classifications: (1) lands acquired fee by the DOE or
its predecessor agencies, (2) lands withdrawn form the public domain for use as part of the Hanford
Site; and (3) lands withdrawn from the public domain or acquired by the U.S. Burt . of Reclamation
(BoR) as part of the Columbia Basin Project. The withdrawn public lands are roughly arranged in
square checkerboard patterns on various portions of the Site (Figure 4-1). These lands are currently
administered by the DOE under a superseding public land withdrawal. These withdrawn lands are to
revert back to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) when the DOE no longer : .ds them.

The BoR agreed in a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to transfer custody, possession, and
use of certain acquired and withdrawn lands situated within the Control Zone of the Hanford Works to
the AEC on February 27, 1957. These lands consisted of a checkerboard pattern of alternating
square-mile sections on the North Slope. The BoR retained the right to construct, operate, and
maintain the Wahluke Canal and related facilities, and any necessary waste ways and drainage ways
through the North Slope in connection with irrigation of lands outside of the Contrc Zone. These
lands were included in the South Columbia Basin Irrigation District and the East Columbia Irrigation
District at the time of formation of the districts. In the MOA, the BoR identified a continued interest in
development of irrigable lands on the North Slope as part of the Columbia Basin Project. The AEC
acknowledged the interest of the BoR, and reaffirmed a policy of keeping land ownership and
restrictions of land use on the North Slope to a minimum.

The BoR continues to retain an interest in the ultimate development of the irrigable lands within
the North Slope as part of the Columbia Basin Project. The interest of the BoR pertains not only to
irrigation development, but also to other project purposes, such as fish and wildlife rotection, and to
resource management and environmental concerns. The BoR maintains that the agreement with the
AEC assures return of the lands at such a time as the lands are no longer necessary to support the DOE
mission for the Hanford Site. Furthermore, the BoR would not concur with any change in the present
use of the lands until technical and environmental studies were completed. The lands are managed in
part by the Washington Department of Wildlife as the Wahluke Slope Wildlife Recreation Area and by
the USFWS as the Saddle Mountain National Wildlife Refuge.

The alternating square-kilometer sections that would eventually revert to BLM or BoR are an
important consideration that will seriously complicate land-use planning. Because the lands are owned
by another government agency, the DOE cannot authorize uses of the property beyond the mission
needs of the DOE itself.
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