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asserted that sufficient treatment and immobilization capacity to handle the mass of retrieved
SST waste by 2018 was not technically or financially feasible.

Ecology is deeply concerned about the results of special case 1 provided to us. If SST retrieval
is conducted according to the M-45 milestones, no tank space will be available in FY 2007.
Construction of even four new tanks by 2007 cannot be accomplished, given a seven-year
schedule required to acquire funds, design, and construct them. Ecology is not satisfied that
sufficient analyses have been completed to support a final determination on the need for new
tanks; therefore, we shall await receipt of two other case studies due to Ecology by March 16,
2001, before taking any action.

-report indicated that ORP will consider seve ™  ice-saving options, including
concentration of retrieved liquids, consolidation vluble solids and pla nt in fewer ta ~
evaluation of segregation rules, and concentration of retrieved solids. Ecology encourages ORP
to explore those options and request that we be informed as the options are developed.

Knowing that ORP is obliged to comply with the amendment to Consent Decree No. CT-99-
5076-EFS to award a contract to a tank waste treatment contractor by January 15, 2001, Ecology
will not require that actions be taken to procure funding for new DSTs during this fiscal year.
This position is contingent upon meeting the following criteria:

e Continued interim stabilization of the SSTs listed in Consent Decree No. CT-99-5076-EFS,
per the schedule shown therein.

e Award of a Waste Treatment Contract by January 15, 2001.

¢ Continued efforts to identify new DST space and implementation of space optimization
measures.

e Continued support for SST retrieval per the schedule in the proposed revision of TPA
! lestone M-45 and the existing milestone.

e Fulfillment of Administrative Order No. 00NWPKW-1250 and —1251 provisions that require
DST tank integrity assessments.

Ecology also urges ORP to accelerate the completion of TPA Milestone M-45-12-T01 that
addresses DST space options; without that evaluation, we cannot support delay in new DST
construction.

In addition, Ecology requests that ORP establish workshops after March 31, 2001, in which
Ecology, ORP, and its operations contractor will a Iress the assumptions to be used to generate
future OWVP reports. Our reviews of the SST retrieval sequence report, the pumpable liquid
volume report, and the OWVP revealed differing assumptions that affect all estimates of
available DST space. Ecology is not convinced that tank volume estimates used for DST options
are fully integrated; therefore, we are not able to use sound technical judgment to evaluate
options. These discrepancies have further eroded Ecology’s confidence in the data presented.







