STATE OF “WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECCOLOGY

P15 W dth Avenue * Xepnewick. liashington ©9134-6G18 4 T vomomoos

March 29, 1995

Mr. Leif Erickson
Characterization Program
U.S. Department of Energy
PO Box 550

Richland, WA 99352

Dear Mr. Erickson:

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) and the U.S. Environmen
Protection Agency (EPA) are concerned that recent characterization efforts by the U.S.
Department of Energy (USDOE) are falling short of meeting the requirements of the
Federal Facilities Consent and Agreement Order (| ter known ast| Tri-Party

A, ement or TPA) Milestone M-44. TPA M stone M-44 was originally intended to
help direct the sampling and characterization efforts for the 177 high level radioactive
waste tanks at the Hanford Site. The Milestone's requirements provide a framework
which would prioritize and schedule USDOE’s efforts to obtain the desired
characterization information. USDOE’s efforts, however, have fallen seriously short of
meeting the intent of Milestone M-44. A program needs to be instituted to bring the
Characterization Program back into alignment with the TPA.

..eat ‘hed docu mmarizes ~ °A and Ecolc s position concernir~ Milestone
M-44. We unders complexities in dealing with the unique and difficult prc  ems
faced by the Charz ion Program in its attempt  better understand the waste stored

in the 177 tanks and are willing to help direct this effort. Neither the EPA nor Ecology
have any interest, however, in micromanaging the Characterization Program. Substantial
changes need to occur to refocus USDOE’s efforts in this area.
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If you should have any questions concerning this matter, pl ‘e contact Alex Stone at
(509) 736-3018, or Kevin Oates at (509) 376-6623. We look forward to resolving this
issue in the near future.

Sincerely, -
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//// el \ I
Dr. Alex Stone Mr. Kevin Oates

Ecology Nuclear Waste Pr¢ -am EPA Richland Office
Characterization Team Leader TWRS Representative
AS/KO:mf

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Jackson Kinzer, USDOE
Mr. Ron Gerton, USDOE
Mr. Jim Thompson, USDOE
Mr. Wen Liu, USDOE
Mr. Mike Payne, WHC
Dr. Harry Babad, WHC
Mr. Bob Popielarczyk, WHC
Dr. Susan Eberlein WHC












