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The Secretary of-Energy 
, Washlngton, DC 20585 

Aprll 25, 2001 

The Honorable Doc Hastings 
UniLod States Hause of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Hastings: 
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Thank you for your l~Uer of April 4'\ 200 l, requesting that T sus~~a.:ilie Record of 
Decision lo permanently deactivate the Fast Flux Test Facility (FFrfo). 1. hav~ reviewc:d 
the points you and others have made and wltl suspend for 510 days lhe dc~sion to 
permanently deactivate the FFT.F as indic3:t~d in the Record of Decision for Tha Final 
J:r;ogrammalic EnYJri;utm~11tal Impact Stalententfor Accomplishb;tg f.xpa.J1ded Civilian 
N"clear Energy Research and Development and isotope Praductjqg}1~[he United Scates. 

As you arc aware, I indicated duriug my confirmation hearing befor~ the Senate Energy 
~cl Natural Res.ources Committee that the January 19,200) decision ;(?.permanently 
deactivate the FFTF would stand unless significant new information was presented which 
warranted a review of this decision_ 1n response to your request for ~c;;onsideration, I am 
initiating this \·eview of the decision to permanently deactivate the FFTF. I believe thnt 
we can effectively complet~ thls effort in 90 days . ·· · ' 

Proponents of reactivation such as you h.ave idc• tifi.ed several potential missions for the 
FFTF. As I understand it, a variety of experts believe the FFTF may yet have the ability 
to play an important role in nuclear energy research and development, the production of 
medical radioisotopes lo treat cancer and other diseases, and the P!8~~·c_tion of 
Plutonium-238, an isotope used to provide electrical power for spacc'missions. 

Tne status of the FFTF has been an issue for almost a decade, and th~ years of debate 
have produced a wealth ofmfonnation in support of bath reactivation and deactivation. I 
understand, however, that th~ perception ex..ists that, to date, the di::c;~!,9llS made witll 
respect to the facility have not bc:en open and fully .considered p~l?tis:-)~put. Task for 
your help in ensuring that, regardles!:: of the final decision, this re-yiew be conducted in 
snch a fashion that no interested party will have complaints about the pro.cess during the 
90-day review. 

'i"fy aclion to suspend deactivation of the FFTF will not prejudice the pepartm~t's final 
decision to activate or d::ac:1ivate rhc FFTF. Th.at decision will be ma.de 2.t the conclusion 
of the review and will take-into consideratioo the ability to se.cur·e sig£-ificant partnerships 
associated with the uso of I.he FFTF. as well BS a comprehensive analysi~ of the various 
benc::fits and difficulties ass_oci.i.ted with the operation of thjs facility. · 

;i~~~!~W 
EDMC 



.- .. 

I ' 

Finally, as we have discussed. my hope Is to visit the Hanford facility in the next 90 days. 
l{your schedule pcnnits, l hope you will have the opportunity to join me and bdefmc oo 
your views on the progress of the review at that time. ·· · 

{ank you for your assistance. I look forward to ;your continued input,~• the Department 
rtviews the status of the Fast Flux Test i-aciJity. 

I Sinc0rcly, 
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