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Rict1land Field Office 
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Mr. Douglas R. Sherwood 
Hanford Project Manager 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Mr. Joe Stohr, Manager 
Technical Assistance and 

Regulatory Coordination Section 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
P. 0. Box 47600 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7600 

Dear Messrs. Sherwood and Stohr: 

OOa7852 
9404283 

COMPLETION OF HANFORD FEDERAL FACILITY AGREEMENT AND CONSENT ORDER 
INTERIM MILESTONE M-40-11: CLOSE THE UNREVIEWED SAFETY QUESTION FOR THE 
CR ITICALITY ISSUE 

This letter provides notification of the completion of the Hanford Federal 
Facility Agreement and Consent Order Inte ri m Milestone M-40-11, "Close the 
Unreviewed Safety Question for the Criticality Is sue." 

Closure of the Unreviewed Safety Question for the potential for nuclear 
criticality in Hanford High- Level Waste Tank s was approved by the Program 
Secretarial Officer for Environmental Restoration and Wa st e Management, U. S. 
Department of Energy, on March 17 , 1994 , based upon the "High-Level Waste Tank 
Subcriticality Safety Assessment," WHC-SB-WM-SARR-003 (enclosed). 

Criticality safety for the Hanford High-Level Waste Tanks will continue to be 
assured through the Justification for Continued Operations requirements until 
such time as the new criticality safety program for the tank farms is fully 
implemented. Implementation of thi s prog ram is independent of the closure of 
the Unreviewed Safety Question. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Ronald E. Gerton at (509) 376-
9106. 

Enclosure 

cc w/o encl: 
M. Gordon, Ecology 
M. Lerchen, Ecology 
S. McKinney, Ecology 
T. Michelena, Ecology 
D. Nylander, Ecology 
R. Stanley, Ecology 
D. Faulk, EPA 
B. Austin, WHC 
G. Christensen, WHC 
M. Payne, WHC . 

I ~ ! 

Sincerely, 

/)~ i1 iJJ;, t 
rick W. Willison 
ing Hanford Project Manager 
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