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TREATY WITH THE NEZ PERCES. JUNE 11 , 1855. 

Treaty between the United States of America and the Nez Perci Indian.,. 
Concluded ut Camp Stei·ms, in the Walla-Walla VaUey, June 11, 1855. 
Ratifi-.d by the Senate, ltfarcli 8, 185D. Proclaimed by IM Pmirknt 
of the United States, April 2D, 185D. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST.ATES OF A,,\1ERICA, 

(X)07402 
957 

ro ALL AND srnGULAR TO WHOM Tll.11:SI!: PRESE!iTS SHALL COMB:, GRl!:ETING: Jlllle 11, 1865. 

WHEREAS a treaty was made and concluded at the treaty g,-ound, Prer.mbla. 
Camp Steven~. in the Wnlla-Walla Valley, on the eleventh day of June, 
one thousnnd eight hundred and fifty-fh·e. between Isaac I. Steven~. gov­
ernor and superintendent of Indian affairs for the Territory of W a.•hing­
ton, and Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon Terri­
tory, on the part of the United States, and the hereinafler-named Chief~, 
Headmen, and Delegate:! of the Nez Perce tribe of Indians occupying 
lands lying partly in Oregon and partly in Washington Territory, between 
the Cascade and the Bitter Root l'tfounU\in~, on behalf of and duly au­
thorized by said tribe, which said treAty is in the words and figures follow­
ing, to wit: 

Articles of ngreement and convention made and r.oocluded at the treaty Coo~ti.ng 
ground, Camp Stevens, in the Walla-Walla. Valley. thi:1 eleventh day of parties. 
June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, by and be-
twten Isaac I. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian atfair3 for 
the Territory of Washington, and Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian 
Rffairs for Ore~n T erritory, on the part of the United Stace~, ami the 
undersigned chil!ls, headmen. 110d delegates of the Nez Perce tribe of In-
dians occupying land~ lying partly in Oregon and partly in W ashi n~on 
Territories, between the C,\Sc.'1.de and Bi1tcr Root ~fountains, on behalf ot~ 
and acting for mid tr ibe. and being duly authorized thereto by them. it 
being under.,tood that Superintendent Is:i.nc I. Ste,·ens R.5Sume; to trent 
only with those of the abo\"e•named tribe of Indians re:a id ing within the 
T erritory of Washington. and Superintendent Palmer with those re:;iding 
exclu:;ively in Oregon T erritory. 

ARTICLE L The said .Nez Perce tribe of Indiirns herebv cede, relin- Ceo, ioun ona.nu.a 
. h <l h U . d S II h . . h . I .d . . to the nited qu1s an con\"ey to t e nite tates a t e1r rig t, tit e, :rn interest m States. 

and to the country occupied or claimed by them, bounded and described 
as follows, to wit: Commencing at the source of the W o-na-oe-she or Boundaries. 
southern tributary of the Palou:!e River ; thence down that river co the 
mo.in Palouse; thence in a southerly direction to the Snake River, at the 
mouth of the Tucanon River; thence up the Tucanon to it.i source in the 
Blue Mountains; thence southerly along tee ridge of the Blue Mountains; 
thence to a point on Gr:md Ronde River, midway between Grand Roode 
a.nd the mouth of the Woll-lo w-how River ; thence along the divide between 
the waters of the Woll-low-how and Powder River; thence to the cross-
ing of Snake River. at the mouth of Powder River; thence to the Sal-
mon River, fifty miles above the place known [as] the " crossing of the 
Salmon River;" thence due north to the summit of the Bitter Root 
Mountains; thence along tho crest of the Bitter Root 11ountains to the 
place of beginning. 

ARTICLE 11. There is, however, reserved from the lands above ceded- Reserntion. 
for the use and occupation of the said tribe, and as a general reserYation 
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for other friendly tr ibes and bands of In dian s in W as hin(!ton T r. rritorv, 
n :.i t to e :-ccrrd the present numbe r, of the Spokane. W a lla-\Va lla. Cayuse, 
ami Umntilla tribes and bands of Inr!inn~. th1• trnct of land included with-

Boundarie5. in the fo ll0w ing bou ndnries. to wit: commencing where the )Ioh-ha-rm­
she or southern tributary of the P 1ilouse Rh·e r Anw~ from the spu rs of 
the Bitter Root Mount::iins; thence down , aid tribumrv to the mouth of 
the Ti-nat-pnn-up Creek, thence southerly to the cro,;ing of the Srmke 
River ten mile below the mouth of the Al-po-wa-wi River ; thence to the 
source of the Al-po-wa-wi River in the lllue Mountain;.: th1•nce nlon(! the 
crest of the Blue l\Iountains; thence to the cros;.ing of the Gr::ind Romie 
River, midway between the Grand Ron<le and tl~e mouth of the '\Yoll­
low-ho,v River; thence along the divide between the wnte~ of the \Voll­
low-how and P owder River3 ; thence to the crossing of :he S nake River 
fifteen miles below the mouth of the Powder River ; thence to the Salmon 
River nbo,·e the crossing ; thence by the spurs of the Ilitter Root lloun­
tains to the pince of be~inning. 

Reserv,.tion to All which tract shall be set apart, and, so far as necessary, surveyed 
be set "P~rt. &c., and markf'd out for the exclusive use and benefit of said tribe as an In­
nml lndi,.ns to dian reservation; nor shall nnv white man, e:-ccepting those in the employ-
1ettle thereon. f l I d' d · · ed 'd h · Wh ' t • t to ment o t 1e n inn epnrtment. be perm1tt to re31 e upon t e smd reser-
reside\~e;:n vation without permission of the tril>e and the , uperintendent and agent; 
without, &c. and the said tribe n~rees to remove to nnd settle upon the ;came within one 

year after the ratification of this trenty. In the menn time it shnll be 
lawful for them to reside upon any ground not in the actunl clnim nnd 
occup11tion of citizens of the United Stntes, nnd upon any ground claimed 
or occupied, if with the permi,-,-ion of the owner or clnimnnt. ,2:uurnntying, 
however, the right to all citi zens of the United State3 to en ter upon nnd 
occupy :is settler:1 any lands not actually occupied a nd cultiYated by said 
Indians a.t this time, and not included in the reservation above named. 

Improvement! An<l provided thnt any substantial improvement heretofore made by any 
t, be P"id for b1 Indian, such as fidds enclo~e<l and cultivated, nnd houses erected upon the 
~hi1~~•ted lands herel,y ceded, and which he may be compelfod to abandon in conse­

quence of this treaty, shnll be rnlued under the di rection of the President 
ot' the F Qiteci S tme~, and payment made therefor in money, or improve­
ments of a n equal value be made fo r said Indian upon thll re,ervation. 
and no Indian will be required to nbandon the improvement.; aforesaid. 
now occupied by him. until thei r \·nlue in money or improvt:!menrs of 
equ al value shall be fu rn ished hi m as afore,aid. 

R,rnds mov be .ART ICLf: III. And pro vided that , if neces; ary fo r the public conven-
mode. • ience, roads may bt:! run through the ;;aid re:illrvation, a nd. on the other 

hand, the right of way with free access fro m the ;:ame to the neare,t pu b­
lic highway is sec ured to them. as also the right. in common with citizens 
of the United S tate,, to travel upon all public highway;. The use or the 
Clear '\Vater nnd other streams flow ing through the reservation is al;o 
secured to citizens of the United States for rafting purpo;:es, and as pub­
lic highways. 

Privile£"es 5e- The exclusive right of taking fish in nil the stream5 where running 
cured to Indians. through or bordering said reserrntion is further ; ecured to ;:aid Indians ; 

M al:i-0 the right of taking fish at all usual and accustomed places in 
common with citizens of the Territory; and of erecting temporary build­
ings for curing, together with the privilege of hunting, glllilering roocs 
and berries, and pasturing their horses and cattle upon open and un• 
claimed land. 

Payments b::r ARTICLE IV. In consideration of the above cession. the United States 
the United States. agree to pay to the said tribe in addition to the goods and provi:;ions 

distributed to them at the time of si~niog this treaty, the sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars, in the following manner, that is to say, 
sixty thousand dol!al':!, to be expended under tile direction of the Pre; i­
dent of the United Stutes, the fir:;t year after the ratification of tl1i~ 
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treat.y, in providinir for their remo\'nl to the rcser'"e, brenking up and 
fpncing farm~. bnikling hou:-e9, supplying them with pro.,isions and a 
~11itable outfit, atHl for such other objects 1\5 he may deem neces:-ary, nn<l 
the remainder in annuitie~, ns follo,vs: for the first five venrs after the 
ratification of this trentY, ten thousand dollars each ve~r. commencinu 

• • 0 

September I, 185!i: for the next five years, ei2ht thousand dollars each 
year; for the next five yenr.:, si::i:: tho~sand ench year, and for the next 
tive yea~, four thousand rlollnrs eaeh ye:ir. 

All whit"h sai1l mm, of money ;:linll be applied to the m:e and benefit Pa)-ments ho"' 
of the said Indians, under the direction of the Pre,ident of the United to be :ipplied 

States. who mny from time to time determine, at his di;:cretion. upon 
what beneticial ohj e\'i;: to expend the , nme for them. And the ;: uperin-
ten<lcnt of Jndian nffair,. or other proper otficer, , hall ench year inform 
the Pre~i<lcnt of the wi"hP, of the Indians in relation thereto. 

ARTICLE V. The Unitt>d Scntes further n17ree lo e:;tablish. nt rnitable l'niled States 
points within mid re;er\'ation, within one yenr ~1fter rhc rntific:ition ht>re(lf. to e,r,bli•b 

1 l · I b 'Id' k · I . . schools, &c. two sc 100 ,, erectmg t 1e necessary ur mg~, ·eepmg t 1e ,ame m repmr, 
and providing them with furniture, books. and stationery, one of which 
shall be an agricultural and industrial school. to be locnted at the agr>ncy, 
and to be free to the t·hildren of said tribe, and to employ one .;uperin-
tendent of tl'aching nn<l two teachers; to build two blacksmith's :; hops. to build m• 
to one of which shall be nttacht:tl a tin shop and to the othn a i?Un• &hanics · shop,, 

smith's shop; one carpenter'; ,hop, one wn~on and ploughmakPr':- ,hop, c. 
and to keep the "ame in repair. and furni,bed with the necessary tool,;; 
to emp loy one superintt'ndent of farming and two farmers, two blnl'k-
smiths, one tinner, one gunsmith. one carpenter. one waizon and plough-
maker, for the instruction of the In<linn~ in tr:ides. and to a,,i;t them io 
the same; to erect one ;:aw-mill and one flouring-mill. keepir,g the ~me saw-miU. 
in repair, and furnished with the necessary tools and fixture~, nnd to 
employ two millers ; to er~ct a ho;pital. keepini. the :-ame in repair. and bospit.&l. 

provided with the necessary medicines and turnimre. and to employ a 
phy"ician ; and to erect, ket'p in repair. and pro\'ide with the nece; snry 
furniture dw buildings rr(luire<l for the al'c-ommo<lation of the , aid em-
ployees. The snit! b11ildi11gs and establishments 10 be maintain1:1l :ind 
kept in repair a, a rorcsnid, and the employees to be kept io sernce for 
the period of twenty ~·ears. • 

And in view of the fact that tbe head chief of the tribe i3 expected, S•l•ry to he~d­
an<l will li e r :i.lled npon, ro perform many services of n public char:u:ter, cbiet, hou~. &c. 
occupyin;; much ot his rime. the United Seate~ further :i.i:rrees to pay to 
the .Nez P erce tribe ti\·e hundred dollars per ye:ir fo r the term of twenty 
ye:irs, after the ratification hereot: as a salary tor such person as the tribe 
may select to be its hend chief. To build for him , nt a ;: uirablc point on 
the reserv:i.tion, a comfortable house. and properly furni sh the ;:i.me, 
and to plough and fence tor his use ten acres of land. The said ;:alary to 
be paid to, and the ; aid hou,e to be occupied by, such head chief so long 
as be may be elected to that position by his tribe, and no longer. 

And all the expenditures and expenses contemplated in thi:; tifth article 
of this treaty s hnll be dt:frayed by the United State~, nnd shall not be 
deducted from the annuities agreed to be paid to said tribe, nor shall the 
cost of transporting the goods for the annuity payments be a charge upon 
the annuities. but shall be defr:iyed by the United Suites. 

.ARTICLE VI. The Pre;ident may from time to time, at his discre- Re,~nation 
tion, cause the whole, or such portions of such reservation as he mny m"y 

1
be sun-eyed 

· b d · l d · h h • d' mto ots and RS· think prope_r, t_o_ e sun·eye. mt_o ots, an a~s~gn t e sa?1e to sue m 1- signed to indi.-,d-
vidual:1 or tarurhes of the snid tnbe as are wrlhng to avail tbem~eh·es of nab or familieo. 
the pri \· ilege, nnd will locate on the same as a permanent home. on the 
~amc terms and subject to the same regulations ns are provided in the 
sixrh article of the treaty with the Omahas in the year 1854, so l'o.r as the \'ol. x. p. JOH. 

~amc may be applicable. 
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.ARTICLE VII. The annuities of the aforesaid tribe shall not be taken 
to pay the debts of individuals. 

ARTICLE VIII. The afore;:aid tribe acknowledge their depenrlence 
upon the government of the United St.'ltes, and promise to be friendly 
with all citizen~ thereat: nncl plerlge themseh·es to commit no depredations 
on the property of such citizens; and should nny one or more of them 
violate this pledge, and the fact be 3atisfactorily proved before the agent, 
the property taken slrnll be returned, or in default thereof, or if injured or 
destroyed, compensation mny be made by the government out of the 
annuities. :Nor will they make war on any other tribe except in self­
defenee. but will submit all matter.; of difference between them and the 
other Indians to the government of the United State~. or its agP.nt, for 
decision, and abide thereby; and if any of the said Indians commit any 
depredations on any other Indians ·within the Territory of Washington, 
the same rule shall prevail as that prescribed in this Rrticle in ca~es of 

to surrender depredations against citizen". And the ;:aid tribe ngree~ not to shelter or 
off'endera. conceal offenders against the laws of the United States, but to deli,er 

them up to the authorities for trial. 
Annnities may .ARTICLE I:X. The :Nez Perccs desire to exclude from their resen-ation 

be withheld frotn h f d · · d h · l f d · k' h those who drink t e u:;e o ar ent sp1nts, an to prevent t etr peop e rom rm mg t e 
a.rdent apirita. same; and therefore it is provided that any Indian belonging to said 

Land or Wil­
liam Craig. 

tribe who is guilty of bringing liquor into said reservation, or who drinks 
liquor, may have his or her proportion of the annuitie:! withheld from 
him or her for such time as the President may determine . 

.ARTICLE X. The Nez Perce Indians having expressed in council a 
desire that William Craig should continue to live with them, he having 
uniformly shown himself their friend, it i~ further agreed that the tract 
of land now occupied by him, and de.scribed in bis notice to the regi~ter 
and receiver of the land office of the Territory of Washington, on the 
fourth day of June last, shall not be considered a part of the reservation 
provided for in thi~ treaty, except that it shall be subject in common with 
the lands o( the re~ervation to the operations of the intercourse act. 

When tl"eaty to ARTICLE XI. This treaty shall be obligatory upon the contracting 
t&ke elfect. p:.:rties as soon :is the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate 

of the United States. 
Signatures, In testimony whereof, the said !sane I. Steven~, i;overnor and superin-

June 11, 1866• tendent of Indian affairs for the T erritory of '\Yashington, nnd Joel 
Palmer, superintendent of Indian affair:! fo r Oregon Territory, and the 
chiefs, headmen, and delPgates of the afore~aid ~ ez P erce tribe of 
Indians, have hereunto set their hand.i and seals, l\t the place, and on the 
day and year hereinbefore written. 

ISA.AC I. STEVENS, 
Got>ernor and Sup't 

JOEL P AL~IER, 

[L. s.] 
Wa.shinqton Territory. 

[L. s.] 
Super,:ntendent Indian .Affair,. 

ALEIYA, or Lawyer, Head-chief of the Ne: Percis, L. s. 
APPUSHW A-HITE, or Looking-glas.i, his x mark. L. s. 
JOSEPH, his x mark. L. s. 
JA~!ES, his x mark. L. s. 
RED WOLF, his x murk. L. s. 
TIMOTHY, bis x mark. L. s. 
U-UTE-SIN-MALE-CUN, his :t mark. L. s. 
SPOTTED EAGE, his x mark. L. s. 
STOOP-TOOP-NIN, or Cut-Hair, his x mark. L. s. 
TA.H-MOH-MOH-KIN, bis x mark. L. s. 
TIPPELANECBUPOOH, bis x mark. L. s. 
HAH-HAH-STILPILP, bis x mark. L. s. 
COOL-COOL-SHUA-NIN, his x mark. L. s. 

Sign 
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STLI~-H. his :c mark. 
TOII-TOII-~[OLE WIT, hi~ :c mark. 
TUKY-lN-LI IC-IT, his :c mark. 
TE-fl OLE- II OLE-SOOT, his x mark. 
IS I-I-CO H-TDI, his i mark. 
WEE-AS-CUS. his X mark. 
HAH-HAH-STOORE-TF.E, his :c mark. 
EEE-MA IIT-S IN-POOH. his ::t mark. 
TOW-W1SII-A.U-IL-PILP, his x mnrk. 
KAY-KAY-MASS . his x: mark. 
SPEAKI.NG EAGLE. his x mark. 
,rAT-TI-\VAT-TI-'\VAH-HI, his x mark. 
HOW f-I-NO-TAH-KUN, his :c mark. 
TO\Y-WISH-WAN'E, his x mark. 
WAIIPT-TAH-SfIOOSHE, his x mark. 
BEAD NECKLACE, his x mark. 
KOOS-KOOS-TAS-KUT, hi~ x mark. 
LEVI. his x mark. 
P EE-00-PE-WHI-HI. his x mark. 
PEE-00-PEE-IECTEIM, his x mark. 
PEE-POOlllE-KAH, bi~ x mark. 
HAH-HA H-STLIL-AT-:\IE, his x mark. 
WEE-YO KE-SIN-ATE, his x mark. 
WEE-AH-KI. his x mark. 
i'1ECALA HTSIN, his x mark. 
SUCK-ON-TIE. his x mark. 
IP-~ AT-T A.i'.11-:'iWOSE, his x mark. 
JASON, his x mark. 
KOLE-KOLE-TIL-KY, his x mark. 
IN-i'.IIAT-TUTE-KA.H-KY, his x murk. 
MOH-SEE-CHEE, hi~ x mark. 
GEORGE. his x mark. 
NICKE-E L-lT-:\fA. Y-HO, his x mark. 
SA Y-I-EE-OUSE. his x mnrk. 
WIS-TASSE-CUT. his i mark. 
KY-KY-SOO-TE-L U:\1, hi, x mark. 
KO-KO-WHA. Y-N'EE, his x mark. 
KWIX-TO-KOW, his i mark. 
PEE-WEE-AU-AP-TAH. his x mark. 
WEE-AT-TE~AT-IL-PlLP, bis x mark. 
PEE-00-PEE- U-IL-PlLP. his x mark. 
W AH-T ASS-TUi\1-.:11.ANNEE, his x mark. 
TU-WEE-SI-CE. hi~ x mark. 
L U-EE-S lN-KAH-KOOSE-SIN, his x mark. 
HAH-TAL-EE-KIN, his x mark. 

Signed and sealed in presence of us-

J AMES DOTT. Secretary of Treaties, W. T. 
W :,r. C. McKAY, Secretary oj TreaJ·ies, O. T. 
W. H. TAPPAN, Sub-lndian Agent, 
'\VrLL!A)l CRAIG, f11terpreler, 
A. D. P A)IBURN, lnt"'Prcll!T, 
,v)r. :\IcBEAN, 

GEO. c. ilO)IFORD, 

c. CHIROWIF.. o. iJl T. 
UIE. CLES. p AN D OST, 

LA,VRE~c~: K1P, 
W. H. PunsoN. 

tL. S. 
L. S. 

[L. S. 

r- ,. L. S. 

L. S. 

L. s. 
L, S. 

L. S. 

L. S. 
L, S. 

L. S. 
L, S. 

L, S, 

L. S. 

L, S. 

L. S.j 
L. S. 
L, S. 

L. s.] 
L, S. 

L. S. 

L. S. 

L, S. 
L, S, 

L. S. 
[.. s. 
L. S. 

r· •-1 [.. s. 

' •· 1 [. . 5. 

ti.. s. 
L. S. 

[ [. . s. J 
LL. 5.] 
[ L. S ] 

[ [.. s. j 
[ L. 5. 

r: : l t [.. ~-[.. s. 
L. S. 

[L . s.] 
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R"tif\cl\tioa , And wher~as the said treaty having been ,11bmitted to the Senate of the 
}lt<rch 

8
• 

1859
• United States for its consti tutional action thereon, the Senate did, on the 

eighth day of l\Iarch, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, advi;;e nnd consent 
to the ratification of the snme, by 11 resolution, in the word.i and figures 
following, to wit : 

Procll\ml\tion, 
April 29, 1859. 

"L-.; EXECUTIVE SESSIO!'!, 
"SENATE OF THE UNITED STA;l'Es, 1farch 8, 1859. 

"Re,olved, (two thirds of the senators present concurring.) Thnt the 
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of treaty between the 
United States and the chiefa, headm1m and delegates of the Nez Perce 
tribe of Indians, occupying lands lying partly in Washington and partly 
in Oregon Territories, between the Cascade and Bitter Root Mountains, 
signed 11th day June, 1855. 

"Attest: "ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary." 

Now, therefore, be it known that I , JAMES BUCHANAN, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and 
consent of the Senate as expressed in their resolution of the eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, accept, ratify, and confirm the 
said treaty. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to 
be hereto affixed, and have signed the same with my hand. 

[SEAL.] 

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-ninth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty­
nine, and of the independence of the United Stntes the 
eighty-third. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
By tbe President: 

LEWIS C.a.ss, Secretary of Sta.tt1. 
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