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Dear Ms. Hedges:
TRITIUM CONCENTRATIONS IN WELLS 699-13-1A AND 699-13-1B

This letter is in response to the State of Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) letter to

me from Dib Goswami and Alex Stone, "Identification of a New Site-Wide Tritium ] 1me Based

on Concentration Data Upgradient and Downgradient from the 618-11 Burial Ground during the S %3
1970s and 1980s," dated February 15, 2000. In that letter, Ecology requested an evaluation to be

performed of the tritium concentrations and occurrences in relation to wells located at and around

the 618-11 Burial Ground. Specifically, Ecology requested the evaluation to determine if the

elevated tritium observations of the 1970s and 1980s occurring in wells 699-13-1A and

699-13-1B are attributed to releases from the 618-11 Burial Ground or from the 200 Area

Plateau.

The Pacific Northwest National Laboratory technical staff has reviewed a considerable amount of
data to provide the requested information. Attached is the report of this evaluation. At this time,
it is not possible to conclusively discrin  ite the source of the historically high tritium values in
well 699-13-1A and 699-13-1B. The proximity of these wells to the 618-11 Burial Ground and
the potential for significant pumping rates from construction purposes that could conceivably
draw groundwater into these wells has probably effected past interpretations of the data. Tritium
migration from the 200 East Area cannot be ruled out either. Additional work is required.

This evaluation will continue to be refined throughout Phases I and II Tritium Investigation, and
in particular, this evaluation will support the Phase II Tritium Invest” ition Data Quality
Objective process. I received the Phase II Plan from the Integration Team on April 3, 2000. This
plan will be disseminated to the interested parties for review and comment. The

U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office, intends to work with the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Hanford Project Office, as lead regulatory agency, to
address comments on the plan.


































































