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We just want to make sure that the
B-Reactor 1is preserved as part of the whole Hanford
saga of the atomic era.

We have a table set up back here if

anybody would like more information. We're here in
Richland. And we will be presenting written
comments. And I thank you.

MR. JACKSON: Thank you, Mr.

Weisskoph.
Our second commenter tonight is Lupito
Flores.
MR. FLORES: My name Lupito
Flores. I am with Save the Reach. It is a

committee of the Lower Columbia Basin Audubon
Society. And we have about 1800 members
nationwide.

And we would like to thank the
Department for having this comment period. We're
reallyAencouraged by this EIS and the plans to
designate a lot of the public lands as a national
wildlife refuge.

For years, at least the last 10 or 20,
the majority of the public, the Tribes and the
scientific community, time after time have said

that they want the Hanford Reach protected for fish
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Nuclear Reservation are precious resources that
must be preserved for all persons in this region
and in the rest of the country.

We now have the opportunity of doing
that, and must not let the opportunity escape us.
We therefore strongly support the Department of
Energy's Preferred Alternative in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and land use plan
for the Hanford Nuclear Reservation.

In addition, we urge that all public
lands on the Wahluke Slope, the islands in the
Hanford Reach, the McGee Ranch and the Arid Lands
Ecology Reserve be included in the national
wildlife refuge. We also believe that there should
be no grazing or mining operations except those
essential to cleanup and remediation activities
permitted on the Hanford Reservation.

Protection of the Columbia River and
all of.'ts resources are essential for the economic
and recreational w 11-k ing of tt} r Jion. Such
protection requires establishment of the above
described national wildlife refuge.

The Department of Energy should
immediately issue a separate Record of Decision in

order to establish the national wildlife refuge.
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This will permit timely protection of prime fish
and wildlife habitat uncontaminated by Hanford
Operations without having to wait until complex
decisions on cleanup in the central Hanford Area
are made.

We look forward with appreciation to
strong and meaningful protection of the unigque and
valuable natural and sensitive lands in the Hanford
Reservation.

Thank you.

MR. JACKSON: Thank vyou. Next is
Bob Wilson.

MR. WILSON: You are doing a great
job here tonight, Dale.

My name 1is Bob Wilson. I'm with the
Columbia River Conservation League.

I want to thank the Department of
Energy for providing these opportunities for public
input on their Comprehensive Land Use Plan and
Remedial Action EIS. I have oral comments tonight,
and will be followed by written comments before the
comment period closes.

And in general, the Columbia River
Conservation League 1is pleased with the Preferred

Alternative as far as the desire to protect the
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say, about the Wahluke Slope. Apparently a lot of
pecple don't know this. But back in 1953 and 1958,
and John Stank could probably help you out with
this, because it was reported in your predecessor,
The Villager, 192,000 acres that were restricted
from use by the establishment of the Hanford Site
were released in 1953 and '58. Those are in
agricultural production. What's left is 90,000
acres.

We think that the last third of all
that land should be preserved.

Thanks a 1ot. Appreciate the time.

MR. JACKSON: Thank you, Bob. You

actually finished a little earlier. After that
gracious comment, I was going to give you 15
minutes.

Next up here is Jim Timmons.

MR. TIMMONS: Thanks for the

opportﬁnity. I don't have a lot of comments t
n ke, other than that I support the Audubon Save
the Reach alternative. That is actually a modified
version of the Preferred Alternative that you have
come up with.

I know that a lot of work's gone 1into

this. The one thing that I think's difficult to
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desirable place to live, would have swung magically
from the ensuing free for all.

But at the national level, the same
philosophy would have resulted in no national
parks, wilderness areas, forests, seashores,
prairies, monuments or wildlife refuges.

They can only result from a decision by
the society as a whole that some self-control is
needed for the good of us all. But society is not
a thing. It's a myriad of individuals. With
self-control at that level inevitably means some
individuals do not get what they want. Such denial
is not an act of malice or insensitivity. It's
doing what's best for all of us based, in this
case, on where undeveloped land remains.

A space shuttle's view of Eastern
Washington is instructive. The Hanford Site stands
out as almost the nonmountainous, non-scabland
terraih not already transformed by agriculture.

You can see part of the in the poster
over there. If you saw all of that for all of
Eastern Washington, it would be gquite striking. So
we need to preserve what little remains.

If the current wildlife refuge is

released effectively to control at the county
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MS. BROWN: My husband says to give
them hell, but I really want to give the Department
of Energy congratulations.

I'm going to start with Tom Ferns. You
have been with us for seven years, or is it eight
now, and I wonder if this feels like you're
presenting your baby or if you are still in
birthing pains. Because it's been a long road.

I want to say, 1it's good to take
remedial action out of this and call it a land use
plan.

I'm wearing my support for the Hanford
Reach, more or less over my heart. I can support
the Department of Energy's Preferred Alternative,
and I think you did a good job. I do support the
Audubon Society's amendments. You've got to keep
grazing off the Reservation altogether.

Let's make that Wahluke Slope a
nationél wildlife refuge. I want to applaud the
Department of Energy and the leadership of
Secretary Richardson in making this a Preferred
Alternative. A few years ago you didn't even have
a Preferred Alternative. Well, you've got a good
one now because you're preserving the Reach and

you're preserving the Wahluke Slope, which in f& :
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Well, thank you all. I've got to say
that I have found the comments tonight from the
audience informative in all cases. I thought
moving in other cases. It's been a real
interesting process to listen to what you have to
offer.

It strikes me, I just want to share one
thing with you that my daughter occasionally asks
me, why do I do something, and I think if she would
have been here tonight and hear the kind of input
that you folks made, it would have been a real easy
answer.

We sincerely appreciate what you have
to tell us. Thank you very much.

We will remain here for a short period
of time. You should be aware that we can take
written comments. Once again I will remind you
that there are forms at the back table. So if you
found-it just a little too uncomi rtabl but you
did want to say something tonight, give us your
comments in writing. Also contact Mr. Ferns. His
address, do you want the Post Office Box or --

MR. FERNS: Something.
MR. JACKSON: His office is Post

Office Box 550, mail stop HO-12, Richland,
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