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A.ttached are the rev ised By-Laws for your review and comment. Please send comments to Susan 
Hughs by: 

MARCH 4, 1998 . 

. -\lso , please keep in mind that the next ;'\RTC meeting wi ll be held in Richland at the Atrium 
building on March 12 - 13. More information wi ll fo llow . 
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BY-LAWS 

HANFORD NATURAL RESO U RCE TRUSTEE C OUNCIL 

ARTICLE I: NAME AND DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION 

The Hanforc >Jatural Resource Trustee Council f-' RTq, as identified in the attached .i\ lemorandum of 

_-\greement is cc::-:~nsed of representatives of the U.S. Department o f Energy, U.S. Department of Interior, Nez 

Perce Tribe, State CJ f O regon, Confederated Tribes of the lmatilla Indian Reserntion, State of Washington, and the 

Confederated T:::es and B,U1ds o f the Yakan1a Indian ~ation (member trustees) . The primary purpose o f the 

_ RTC is to faci.:itate the coordination and cooperation of the member trustees in their efforts in resroring, and 

minimizing imp:icts to natural resources injured as a result o f, or during clean up of, releases associated with the 

l .S. Department '.) f Energy's Hanford Site. 

ARTICLE II: MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES 

1. Membership . Each member trustee may have more than one representative on the NRTC, bur only one 

representafr.-:: from each member trustee shall be designated by the member trustee as a voting representative. 

') Responsibili:;es of the Member Trustees. Each member trnstee shall designate a voting representative to the 

_ RTC. Clnnges in the vo ting representative shall be by written notice to the Chair. 

3. Responsibil:::::s o f the Voting Representative. Each rnting representati,·e shall attend NRTC meetings on a 

regular basis. ?rovide timely input, and vote on matters before the NRTC. 

--1-. Alternates .,-_d Substitutes . Each member tmstee ma\· des ignate an alternate o r substitute for the voting 

represeman·:e by written no tice to the Chair. 

5. ParticipatiQ:: bv Others. O tl1er organizations and indi,·iduals who may assist d1e NRTC in rulfilling its 

objec tives :i::: welcome at d1e im·itation of d1e NRTC, but shall not be voting members. These include, but are 

not limited :·_. _ d1e Environmental Protection Agency. 

ARTICLE III: OFFICERS AND STAFF 

1. Chair. ll1e -::hair shall serve as d1e point of contact and representative for d1e RTC and shall preside at 

NRTC mtt:.::1gs. It is the duty and responsibility of the Chair to enforce the decision making pr-:xess, direct 



') 

N RTC discuss ion, com·t,· ~ RTC findings , :md o,·ersee the N RTC ~ecord s. The \ 'ice-Chair shall become ri: e 

Chair at the completion ,_r the pre,·ious Chair's term. The Chai r ~iull se rve a _,i!, month one-year term. TI:e 

Chair need not be a ,·onn; representative. 

Vice-Chair. The member m.1stees shall select a Vice-Chair bv resolurion. The Vice-Chair shall ass ist the Ch'.lir 

and serve in the role o f t.]1a1r in the absence o f the Chair. The term o f the Vice-Chair shall be six 1nonths one 

year. Following tl1at term, tl1e \.·ice-Chair shall become tl1e Ch.11r. The Vice-Chair need not be a rnung: 

representative. 

3. Adn1inistrative Secretar~ .. -. TI1e U.S. Departn1ent of Energy shall pro,·ide an .t\.dn1inisrrative Secretary. It shall be 

the duty o f the Admini>tr:nive Secretary to ass ist tl1e officers, dimibute meeting agendas, action items. :md 

o tl1er documents, assist 111 the preparation ,rnd distribution u t" correspondence, schedule meetings :mci 

conference calls, keep m1nures, maintain tl1e N RTC record , and can~; out o tl1er duties as required by the ~ RTC 

-I-. Removal. An officer m:l'." be removed bv a consensus vo te o f the member trustees . The officer or the o fficer·~ 

member trustee must ab,rain from tl1e vote. 

5. Replacement. If tl1ere is a ,·acancy, tl1e member trustees shall appoint a new officer by resolution to fill the 

remainder of tl1e term. 

6. Election of Officers. Election of officers will take place at the Council meeting immediately following 

the expiration of the Chair's term or resignation. 

ARTICLE IV: NRTC MEETl:\GS 

1. 1vleetings. The 1\RTC ::lull establ ish a regular meeting schedule. .-\t tl1e disc retion of the N RTC, addition:il 

meetings may be held. 

') 

3. 

Agenda. The Chair shall provide an agenda to all N RTC participants at least one week prior to any meeting . . \11 

member trustees may des ignate items to be included on the :1genda. St,rnding agenda items at regularly 

scheduled meetings sh:i.11 include approval of tl1e agenda, apprO\·:il of the previous meeting's minutes, status of 

the record, ,md commirree reports . 

o tice of Meetings The Chair shall prO\·ide no tice of tl1e timt ,md place o f any meeting to each ~RTC 

participant at least rwo \\·eeks prior to rhe meeting date. Notices shall also be made in accordance witl1 ai1,· 

applicable meeting law~ . 
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-1-. O uorum. .-\s the N RTC operates b\· consensus, all ,·oting representatives, des ignated alternates o r substitutes 

must be present to transact business ::.:9ui ring appronl of the NRTC. Technica.i or administrative work that is 

within the scope of :---.J RTC appnweci ,ic ti,·ities may proceed without a quorum. 

::i. Minutes. the .-\dministrative Secretary ,hall take detailed minutes at every 1\RTC meeting.;\ meeting summa1y 

shall be distributed two weeks after exh meeting and will be approved or modified at the following meeting. 

ARTICLE V: COMMITTEES 

1. Purpose . The N RTC may establish committees as needed. The purpose, scope, and membership o f each 

committee shall be es tablished through a resolution . Committees shall ser,:e as rhe NRTC's primar\' fo rnm fo r 

the on-going tracking, prio riti zation. Jnd development of positions on issues of mreres t to the member trustees. 

Committees shall no t take fo rmal acuons on behalf of the N RTC, but may meet or exchange information with 

USD O E or other parties in support of d1eir mission. Any formal action or posiuon a coinmittee wishes to take 

on behalf of the N RTC must be fo rwarded to the NRTC for consensus apprm·al. 

') Membership. member trustee representatives may participate on any commmee. O ther organizations or 

individuals \vho may ass ist the committee in fulfilling its objectives are \,·elcome at the invitation o f the 

committee. 

3. Committee Chairs. Each committee shall appoint a Committee Chair to represent and se1v e as a point of 

contact fo r the committee, schedule meetings, and se t agendas . The Cornmirree Chair shall be des ignated by 

d1e consensus o f the committee rtpresentatives. The term o f the Commitree Chair shall be one year. "TI1e 

NRTC may remm·e a committee ch:iir by a consensus vote o f the member trustees . The Committee Chair or 

the Committee Chair's member trusree must abstain from the vo te. 

ARTICLE VI: WORKING GROUPS 

The NRTC or committees may designate \,·orking groups as needed without a formal resolution. Working groups 

are intended to be used fo r short-li \·ed . r:1sk-specific pro jec ts. \,7orking groups ,h:tll not take formal ac tions on 

beha.if of the N RTC, but may meet or nchange information with USD O E or od1er parties in support o f their 

mission. .-\ny formal action o r posi tion :t \WJrking group wishes to take on behalf of the NRTC must be fo rwarded 

to the lRTC fo r consensus approval. 
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ARTICLE VII: DEC ISION MAKING 

Fnrm:tl _-\ctions. _-\11 fo rmal actions by the :\RTC shall be by consensus. 

Separate O pinion. \'\iithin consensus, member trustees may formal!\- express separate opinions. 

_-\bs tenrion. Member trustees may abstain from rn ring if they have a conflict o f interest, if the proposal is not 

part o f their mission or role, o r fo r any other reason. Abs tention does no t block consensus. Formal action 

ma_v not be taken if nwre than tliree member Trustees abstain. 

-1- . . once. In determining consensus, it is the responsibility o f each Yoting represematiYe, alternate, or substitute 

to notify the Chair o f their vote, and pro,·ide am- separate opinions by an agreed dead line. .-\t least two weeks 

btfore the expiration of a deadline, all rnting representatives must be no tified in writing wirh confirmation by 

the chair or administrative secre tary that the representative's vote is required. If a representative does not 

prO\·ide no tice o f their vote, o r request fo r extension, by the agreed deadline, it is assumed they abstain. In 

taking a formal action, it shall be incumbent on the N RTC to note all separate opinions and members 

abs raining. 

ART ICLE \'lll : FORMAL ACTIONS 

1. Resolutions. The fo llowing formal ac tions of d1e NRTC shall be taken and memorialized in the fmm of 

rtsolutions: des ignation and appointment of committees; appointment and removal of officers; specification 

and modifications o f the duties o f o fficers; al teration or amendment o f the by-laws; and such other formal 

actions as the N RTC shall determine. Resolu tions shall no te all separate opinions and members abstaining. 

2. Finding:; . Policy, recommendations, advice, and od1er information the N RTC wishes ro com·ey to USDOE and 

od1er parties shall be memorialized in d1e fo rm of findings . Findings shall note all separate opinions and 

mtmbers abstaining. 

ARTICLE IX: RECORD KEEPING 

1. Rtco rd . -n1e l'-: RTC shall maintain a record \\·h ich includes meeting agendas, un-t dired detail ed minutes, 
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apprm·ed meenng summaries . action items, correspondence to and from the NRTC, findings, resoiurions , ,md 

other items :1:; necessary. The record shall be public in fo rmation. 

2 . }\ccess. _-\I I member trustees shall have full access to the :\RTC records at anv time. 

3. 

ART ICLE X: ADO PT ION 

These b:·-laws shall be adopted and take effect when each member trustee provides written notice ro the other 

trustees of their adoption of the by-laws and designation of a rn ting representative. 

DRAFT _\.\[E~DMENTS SH O\,:;N IN STRIKEO CT .\."iD BOLD ITALICS. 

2/ 18/98 

Susan Cobum Hughs 

J 
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