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Phase 3 includes experiments using wild fall chinook salmon for early life stage and
behavior studies, as well as a resident fish (e.g. sculpin) study. We believe it is important
to evaluate more than one species for potential adverse affects of hazardous substances
originating from Hanford ground water plumes because species may vary in sensitivity.

The work outlined above is scientifically sound and is worthy of completion. The Council
is near the midpoint of the scope of work, but is unable to finish the remainder without
additional funds. Work that remains includes an analysis of tissue samples fro Phase 2
early life stage experiments (estimated to cost $45,000), avoidance and fish health, and
the Phase 3 studies. We are unable to provide a cost estimate for the Phase 2 avoidance
and fish health, and Phase 3 work. USDOE should request a cost estimate for this work
from USFWS through an Interagency Agreement. We believe that USDOE, as lead
trustee, has a fiduciary responsibility to gather and analyze these data, and we strongly
encourage you to do so.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our request. If you have any questions, please
contact Jay McConnaughey of my staff at (509) 736-3095.

Singerely,

yer
Regional Director
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