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Tri-Party Agreement 

Introduction 

FOCIJS 
North Slope Expedited Response Action 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) want your comments on the North Slope 
Expedited Response Action. The public comment period begins November 8 and ends December 8, 
1993. Ecology is the lead regulatory agency on this Expedited Response Action. An Expedited 
Response Action, or quick cleanup, is undertaken when known and available technologies can be used 
to streamline a clearly-defined problem and provide a rapid solution. The North Slope Expedited 
Response Action Proposal is offered by the U.S Department of Energy (USDOE), the owner of the 
Hanford Site, and includes an assessment of the cleanup options being considered. 

This information is for all members of- the public 
interested in the North Slope and the cleanup 
options being considered. The agencies will consider 
all comments before making a final decision on the 
proposal. Citizens are urged to share their views, 
please submit written comments from November 8 
through December 8, 1993, to: 

Dib Goswami 
Washington State Department of Ecology 

7601 W. Clearwater Ave. Suite 102 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

Background 
The North Slope, commonly known as the Wahluke Slope, consists of about 140 square miles of land at 
Hanford. The name comes from its geographical relationship with the rest of the site (see map). The 
area is north and north-east of and across the Colwnbia River from Hanford's main facilities. 
Historically tribal land, the area was homesteaded by pioneers before it was taken by the federal 
government in 1943 as a security buff er to protect Hanford's defense production facilities. Anti-aircraft 
artillery and missiles were located on this land, but no plutonium production plants were built there. 

A 1989-90 investigation, assessing potential health, safety, and environmental concerns, identified 39 
individual sites (see North Slope Investigation Report WHC 1990). The individual sites include at least 
10 landfills and range from old homestead dwnps to locations of possible unexploded (non-nuclear) 
ordnance from former weapons locations. The known hazards related to the homesteads are physical, 
such as old cisterns, while the military sites include both physical and potential environmental hazards. 
The maintenance of a typical missile site involved the use and disposal of several hazardous chemicals. 
These may be present at the North Slope. 

As a separate action, the U.S. Department of Interior, in consultation with USDOE, is considering 
inclusion of the North Slope into the Wildlife Refuge proposed under the Hanford Reach Act of 1988. 
Cleanup of the area is a necessary first step for this, or any other, future use. 

Current Status 
All of the North Slope land is currently leased to natural resource management agencies. About 75 
percent of the land is managed by the Washington State Department of Wildlife. This portion is open 
to the public and limited livestock grazing. The remaining land is managed by the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a wildlife refuge with limited public access. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
manages all irrigation canals and wasteways on the North Slope. 
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As Hanford's mission has changed, attention has been given to requirements for releasing lands for new 
uses. Because the North Slope area is considered to be relatively clean and is no longer needed for 
security, it has been selected for quick cleanup to remove hazards and allow its release for other future 
uses. The goal of the ERA is to take actions which will reduce exposures for humans and wildlife to 
potential injury, or hazardous wastes. These actions include evaluating existing hazards and choosing 
cleanup alternatives. Ecology is the lead regulatory agency. 

Cleanup Alternatives 
Four options are being proposed: 

• No Action (consideration is required}: No attempt to cleanup identified hazards would be made. 
This does not meet the goal of expedited cleanup, which includes minimizing the presence of physical 
hazards to the public. No cost. 

• Hazard Miti2ation: Physical hazards and potential asbestos exposure minimized and oil­
contaminated soil and drywells cleaned up. This alternative is sufficient for a wildlife refuge scenario, 
but wouldn't allow unrestricted land use. Cost, approximately $2 million. 

• Hazard Removal: Includes both minimization of all physical hazards and removal of all regulated 
waste, oil contaminated soils, and materials within landfills (including demolition debris). The option 
involves extensive soil excavation but would allow all future land uses. Cost, approximately $25.8 
million. 

• Characterization And Hazard Miti2ation: Includes all of the work described under Hazard 
Mitigation, plus the removal and examination of one landfill thought to be representative of the 
greatest potential problems. Remaining landfills would also be further evaluated. Cost, approximately 
$4.6 million. 

How Can You Get Involved? 
USDOE has selected Characterization & Hazard Mitigation as the preferred alternative. The agencies 
want to know which alternative you prefer. A public meeting will be held on November 23, 1993, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Mattawa Elementary School Multipurpose Room at 400 N. Boundary in Mattawa, WA. 

Only after comments from the public have been considered, and all options reviewed, will Ecology and 
EPA select the final expedited cleanup plan. Ecology will send responses explaining how your comments 
were used to reach the final decision. An action memorandum will then be issued directing the 
remaining work to be done under the Comprehensive Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). This work is to be completed by October 1994. 

You may review the North Slope Expedited Response Action Proposal and other documents at the 
Hanford Tri-Party Agreement Public Information Repositories listed below. For more information, call 
Dib Goswami, Ecology, (509) 736-3015, or the Hanford Cleanup toll-free hotline 1-800-321-2008. 

If you have special accommodation needs, please contact Rob Harper at (206) 407-7122 ( 
407-7155 (TDD). 

Hanford Information Repositories 

SEATTLE -- UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
Su zzallo Library, 
Government Publications Room 
Attn : El eanor. Chase (206) 543-4664 

SPOKANE -- GONZAGA UNIVERSITY 
Foley Center, E. 502 Boone 
Attn : Lewis Mille r (5.09) 328-4220 X-3125 

RICHLAND -- WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY, Tri-Cities 
USDOE Publi c Reading Ro om , Rm 130 
100 Sprout Road 
Attn : Terri Traub (509) 376-8583 

PORTLAND -- PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
Branford Pri ce Millar Library, Science and Enginee rin g Fl oo r 
S.W . Harrison and Park 
Attn : Michael Bro wn (503) 725-3690 


