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October: 1995 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announces the availability of the Draft Waste i'lf anagement 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (Willf PEIS) for public comment, commencing 
September 22, and extending for 90 days, until December 21, 1995. The 1.Yi\.1 P EIS provides a 
Department-wide evaluation of management alternatives for treating, storing and disposing of 
radioactive and hazardous wastes in DOE's existing and projected inventory. 

Background 
• On October 22. 1990, DOE began work on what is now the Draft WM PEIS. This draft propa~s actions to formulate 
and implement an incegraced Waste Management (WM) program across all DOE sites in a safe and environmencally 
sound manner and in compliance with all applicable laws, regulations and standards. 

Alternatives Considered 
The draft WM PEIS evaluates treatment, storage and/or disposal alternatives for five types of radioactive and/or 
hazardous waste in DO E's existing inventory and waste to be generated from DOE's operations over the next twency 
ye:irs. Due to the complexity and unique management requirements of e:ich of the waste types, the draft W?vf PEIS 
contains separate analyses of each waste type as foUows: high-level waste; transuranic waste; low-level waste: low-level 
mixed waste (conc:lining radioactive and hazardous components); and hazardous waste. 

Four categories of management alternatives are considered. Tne i\/o Acrion (st<1tus quo) alte:n:1cive ·.vould provide a 
baseline for comparing ocher alternatives. The Decenrrali:ed alternative would maintain WM activities essentially at 
the sites of gener::1tion. The Re'[ion.ali;;d alternative would tr:insporc waste co designated regional sites . In gener11. 
c.hose sites that presently :iave che greatest miounc of 1 particular w:iste type are being considered as candidate regional 
sites fo r :re:1cn1enc. :itorage 1nd dis9osai of thac waste. The C.~.". m1li;:d litemacive would consolidare waste rnanagemenc 
::.cci.vicies 1t one or cwo 3ites for i:re:iane:ic. stor:ige. or disposJ.L 

Public Involvement 
2'.lblic corrunencs will be important in 9reparing the tinal W:vf PEiS. Example copies on wruch DOE invites public 
inpuc include: ·ecinic11 adequacy of che document: preferences for 11.ternacives cvaiu:iced for my or all waste cn,es: 
:ind c:iceria DOE should consider in selecting liternatives . 

. -\ 9ublic helring b.as been scheduled m rive loc:itions for Thursday November 9 from i:00 - l0:00 p.m. A workshop 
will be held one-hour ;x ior co che public a.earing from 6-ipm in ill loc:lcions. The formac will "e:irure video conieren~.ng 
co permic senior omciais from DOE-HQ co participate. 

The video conference centers are located at: 
Tri-Cities 

Wasbingcon [nc.eractive Te!e·n.sion 
l:24 Sou ch J.ttl S treec 

i?'i..sco. WA 

Pendleton 
Slue Yt:ouncain C0mmunicy C0Uege 

141 l N.W, C.mien 
Emigrant Hail. Room 104 

Pendleton. OR 

Se:ittie 
Washington [nce:active Te!e•n.sion 

l500 rfarvara---Sc::igal C.!nter 
WIT Coru:'e:ence Room. ?irst Floor 

Sc:::ittle. WA 

. .mm 

Portland 
?oruand CJmmunicy CJUege 

t:CO S.W. ~9th Ave:iue 
SylvaniaCJII19us . .Sldg. CT. Room 136 

?ortlaod. 0 R 

Lacey 
Washington [nceraccive Television 

710 Slearer-Kinney Raad S.E .. Suite Q 
Li.cey. WA 



, .. \' . 
I 

fia'n'r~rd public reading rooms have copies of the WM PEIS available for review. 1l1cir locations ~re: 

Tri-Cities Portland 
U.S. Dcpanmcnt of Energy Public Rea<ling Room Porrlan,t S1:11e Univer~ity 

100 Spmut Ro.-id. Room 130\V Branford Price Millar Lihrary, SW I lanison an<l Park 
Richland, WA (509) 376-8583 Portland. OR (503) 725-3690 

M-F /Oam-5pm Seattle M-F Sam-/Opm: Sot lf)a,n . /()p11"· Slfn I lom-/()pm 

Univers ity or Washing1011 
Government Publications, Sun.-illo Library 

Spokane 
Seattle, Wi\ (206) 685-9855 

Lacey 
Gonzaga University, foley Center 

M-7719am-8pm: F-Sat 9am-5pm 
Department of Ecology 

East 502 Boone Wa$hington State N11clear an<l Mixed Wa5te Uhr;uy 
Spokane. WA (509) 328-4220 eitt. 3829 300 rle.<mond Drive, S.E. 

M-17t 8am-/2om: F 8am-9p11"· Lacey. WA (36()) 407-7Cf)7 
Sot 9am-9pm:SM I lqm-/20111 M-F8om-5pm 

Written comments may be mailed to: 
U.S. Department of Energy 

WM PEIS Comments 
P.O. Boit 3790 

Gaithersburg. MD 20885-3790 

I For more information or to pre-register to speak at the hearing please call 1-800-736-3282. 
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