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March 6, 2000

Dear Mr. Sanders:

Re: Designation of Sand, Slag, and Crucible Waste at the Plutonium Finishing Plant

References:

(1) Letter, George H. Sanders, USDOE, to Michael A. Wilson, Ecology, “Plutonium
Finishing Plant Basis for Designation of the Sand, Slag, and Crucible Plutonium
Containing (SS&C) Residue,” dated February 2, 2000.

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has reviewed the U.S. Department of
Energy’s (USDOE) designation records for the sand, slag, and crucible (SS&C) waste generated
at the Plutonium Finishing Plant (PFP). Ecology acknowledges the USDOE’s commitment to
ensure the SS&C waste is properly characterized in support of treatment and disposal. The
following recommendation and comments are provided with the intent of assisting in the
successful completion of this treatment effort.

T ~ology strongly recommends that USTMOF conduct sampling and laboratory analysis of
the SS&C waste to ensure proper ana complete ~»aracteriza¢on.

Ecology is very concerned that the actual SS&C waste stream has never been sampled and
analyzed for dangerous waste constituents. USDOE has estimated that approximately 2.2 tons of
SS&C waste awaits treatment within the PFP Treatment Unit. After treatment, approximately
1,200 55-gallon drums of waste would be generated. This waste would be transported to the
Central Waste Complex (CWC) for interim storage and eventually to the Waste Isolation Pilot
Project (WIPP) for final disposal. Ecology expects for process knowledge to be based on known
constituent inputs to the process and include initial analytical data of the waste.
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