State ot Washington

DEPARTMENT OF ISH AND WILDL -E

PO 0Ath Ave. . Ydak e, w2 h 0 Ce
c/o Department of Ecology
1315 W 4™ Ave., Kennewick, WA 99336

31 October, 1996

Mr. John Wagoner, Manager
Richland Operations Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 550

Richland, WA 99352

Re: August 16" Range Fire on the Hanford Site

Dear Mr. Wagoner:

As you are aware, the range fire that originated on the Yakima Training Center burned a
portion of the McGee Ranch (U.S. Department of Energy’s [U¢ 'OE] property north and
west of Highway 24 and south of the Columbia River) and jumped highway 24 and
burned a portion of 1 : Arid Lands Ecology [ALE] Reserve on 16 August, 1996.
Approximately 10,000 acres burned on the Hanford Site.

The fire crews involved with fighting the fire on the Hanford Site should be commended
for their efforts to contain and prevent the blaze from becoming a much bigger one.

F
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) staff assessed the McGee Ranch

and the ALE Reserve shortly after the fire. The intensity of the fire varied due to the
amount of fuel available. In areas designat¢ as state Priority Shrub Steppe Habitat, the
fire either burned with low to moderate intensity burning only the herbaceous layer and
charring the trunks of the sagebrush or skirted around areas all together. Areas not
designated, such as abandoned cheatgrass fields, burned extremely hot with the fire
consuming all fuel. We expect the native vegetation to recover in the areas where quality

native plant communities existed prior to the fire.

Priority Habitat Status
WDIFW designated a significant portion of the McGee Ranch as Priority Shrub Steppe

Habitat in 1995. The abandoned fields with cheatgrass did not meet the criteria for
designation. Given the fire cffects thi  were observed in the areas designated as Priority
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WDFW would appreciate being kept informed on this restoration effort. If you would like
to discuss any of these topics. please contact me at 509/736-3095.

, 7 /W”7//

/ ‘?y McConnaughey
abitat Biologist, Hanford Site

Sincerely,

jim

cc:
Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council
USDOE

Paul Kruger
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Chris Warren
U.S. Department of the Army

David A. Bramlett, Commanding General
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Doug Sherwood
Oregon Department of Energy

Mary Lou Blazek
Washington Department of Ecology

Mike Wilson

Ron Skinnarland
WDFW

Ted Clausing

Brent Renfrow
K aren Terwilleocer




