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ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION & WASTE MANAGEMENT 
P.O. BOX 365 · LAPWAI, IDAHO 83540-0365 · (208) 843-7375 / FAX: 843-7378 

January 12, 2005 !IE~~~!~~ 
Laura Cusack 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd. 
Richland, WA 99354 

Re: Schedule Changes to Tank Waste Retrieval Negotiations 
[M-45-00C, M-62-08, M-62-11] 

Dear Ms. Cusack: 

EDMC 

The Environmental Restoration and Waste Management program (ERWM) at the Nez 
Perce Tribe has received the request from the Tri-Party agencies for input to proposed 
schedule changes of milestones related to tank waste retrieval. You will find ER WM 
comments below. 

Since 1855, reserved treaty rights of the Nez Perce Tribe in the Mid-Columbia have been 
recognized and a:ffirined through a series of Federal and State actions. These actions 
protect Nez Perce rights to utilize our usual and accustomed resources and resource areas 
in the Hanford Reach of the Columbia River and elsewhere. Accordingly, the Nez Perce 
Tribe's ERWM Program responds to actions that impact the Hanford ecosystem. 

The staff of ER WM is aware of the status of the bulk vitrification demonstration project, 
and recognizes the importance the results of the project may have on tank waste retrieval, 
treatment and disposal. It has been clear to ERWM that the aggressive tank waste 
retrieval schedule envisioned by the Office of River Protection in the past several years 
was not realistic. The move to revise the milestone schedules related to tank waste 
retrieval is recognition that the retrieval, treatment and disposal issues are exceedingly 
complex and that schedules can be exceedingly difficult to predict. With this knowledge, 
the ERWM is in support of the schedule changes for M-45-00C, M-62-08, M-62-11 
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Failing to meet milestone schedules is a serious issue, but neglecting to change those 
schedules when rationality dictates is much more serious. Milestone schedules should 
never be used as an excuse to proceed ineffectually or with loss of integrity towards 
completion of the milestone. 

Thank you for involving the ERWM in your Milestone 45 change process. We 
appreciate these efforts to maintain communication and involvement in the tank retrieval 
process. If you have any further questions, please contact'Sandra Lilligren of our staff, at 
sandral(@.nezperce.om, or (208) 843-7375, ext. 2443 . 

Gabriel Bohnee 
Interim Director 

Cc: Kevin Clarke, DOE 
Keith Klein, DOE-RL 
Roy Scheppens, DOE-ORP 
Nick Ceto, EPA 
Mike Wilson, Ecology 
Ken Niles, ODE 
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