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The Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council (NRTC) recognizes the Tank Waste 
Remediation System (TWRS) program's effort to mitigate for the loss of valuable shrub 
steppe habitat from the construction of the Replacement Cross-Site Transfer System. 

We greatly appreciate the TWRS program for closely coordinating with the NRTC at the 
earliest point in the process. This early involvement has allowed for our concerns to be 
satisfactorily addressed. It also allowed sound, cost effective guidance on uncontrollable events 
arising along the way, such as, the tub ling die-off at the nursery or the shortage of native grass 
seed to re-seed the corridor. Briefing the NRTC periodically as the mitigation progressed 
enabled the TWRS program staff to quickly resolve problems as they arose. 

The mitigation actions are consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act's (NEPA) 
recognition of the importance of restoring and maintaining environmental quality and the 
U.S. Department of Energy's (USDOE) Secretarial Land and Facility Use Policy. The 
TWRS Program has also fulfilled the specific requirements of USDOE's NEPA 
Implementation Procedures by preparing and implementing a mitigation action plan (MAP). 
The TWRS program met its MAP responsibilities by minimizing impacts through the siting 
process and performing compensatory mitigation for the adverse impacts to state Priority 
Shrub Steppe Habitat. · 

Of special note is the rigorous monitoring plan for the mitigation site. This will aid in 
documenting the success of the project and provide valuable information for developing 
successful mitigation endeavors in the future at the Hanford Site. 

In summary, the NRTC applauds the TWRS program's management of natural resources . It 
is consistent with USDOE policy and demonstrates a commitment to stewardship . We look 
forward to seeing this type of commitment on future TWRS projects. 

CERTIFICATION 

Finding 98-01 was adopted by consensus of the Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council 
on March 12, 1998, with 1 abstention and no separate opinions. 
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March 27, 1998 

Subject: Sagebrush Mitigation for the Replacement Cross-Site Transfer System 
(RCSTS). 

Dear Ms . Haass: 

Enclosed is a copy of the Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council ' s Finding 98-
01. The finding addresses the TWRS program's Sagebrush Mitigation for the 
Replacement Cross-Site Transfer System. 

In brief, the NRTC recognizes the mitigation effort, expresses appreciation for the 
close cooperation with the NRTC, finds it to be appropriate under NEPA and 
USDOE policy , and applauds the TWRS program's management of natural 
resources . 

If you have any questions on this matter , please phone me at (360) 407-711 2, or Jay 
Mcconnaughey at (509) 736-3095. 

Sincerely 

Geoff Tallent, Chair 

cc: 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Paul Dunigan, A5-15 
Jackson Kinser , S7-50 
Bob Lober , A6-54 
Jon Peschong, S7 -51 
John Wagoner, A7-50 

c/o Melanie Preusser• Bechtel Hanford Inc. • 3350 George Washington Way, MSIN HO-02 • Richland, WA 99352 
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