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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

1315 W. . Avenue * Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 * (509) 735-7581

July 31, 1998
NECEIVED

Mr. Marvin J. Furman

U.S. Department of Energy AUG 04 1998

P.0. Box 550, MSIN: HO-12

Richland, WA 99352 DOE-..L / DIS

Dear Mr. Furman:

Re: Comments on “Results of Phase 1 Groundwater Quality Assessment for Single-Shell
Tank Waste Management Areas B-BX-BY at the Hanford Site” Feb1 -y 1998
(PNNL-11826) 4aS34

The Washington State Department of Ecolo  (Ecology) has initiated its review of the above  :ument.
The number of comments generated thus r has prompted Ecology to provide you with the er  1sed list
of completed comments. Ecology believes this transmittal will give the U.S. Department of Energy
(USDOE) and its contractors sufficient direction to begin revising the document. As can be observed
from the enclosed comments, sub, ntial editing of this document is necessary. Additional comments
may be forthcoming as Ecology completes its review.

Ecology will also provide comments on the remaining two  1gle-Shell Tank Groundwater Quality
Assessments that USDOE has transm  :d to Ecology. However, Ecology expects that many of the issues
identified in the enclosed comments will also be applicable to these other documents. 4 QqQ S S

If you have any questions, please contact me at (509) 736-3018, or Stan Leja at (509) 736-3046. 19 ST 06

Sincerely,

Dr. Alex Sfone, TWRS Project Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

AS:sb

Enclosure

cc: Maureen Hunemuller, USDOE Stuart Harris, CTUIR
Bob Lober, USDOE Stan S czyk, NPT
Mike Thompson, USDOE Wade Riggsbee, YIN
Doug Sherwood, EPA Mary Lou Blazek, OOE
Janice Williams, FDH
Dave Myers, LMHC

Jim Bertch, MACTEC
Administrative Record: SST TSD S-2-4 and Vadose Zone Characterization





































































149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

157

158.

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 2" bullet. Change “this contamination is remobilized
vadose waste” to “vadose  1e contamination and/or waste constituents are

migrating.”

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 2 »oullet. Change “may have” in the last sentence to “has
very likely contrib :d r is contributing.”

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 3rd et. Change “may” in the first sentence to “are
concluded to” and insert ™ 3X-BY” between “the” and “WMA.”

Page 5.1, Section &, 3™ et. Insert the following sentence between the first
and second sentences: “As evidenced by the trend analyses discussed in this
report, the first determination conclusion is that the B-BX-BY WMA is the source
of contamination.

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 3@ et. While the situation may be dynamic, the data and
data trend analyses leave:  |uestion as to the source of the contamination.
Delete the third sentence.

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, st. Delete the last sentence of the bullet and replace
it with the following s : “Further determinations of contaminant migration
extent, transport rates : icentrations will continue to be made.”

Page 5.1, Section 5. igraph. Change the first sentence to read: “The
contamination obser 11 299-E33-41 has entered the groundwater as
evidenced by the gra or sharp elevations of nitrate, chloride, s fate,
sodium, technetium- ranium.”

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 3" paragraph. As the extent of contamination is not-
determined and as the c« ison between concentrations of waste constituents
occurring in groundwate us concentrations of waste constituents occurring in
the B-BX-BY tanks is ir ypriate, delete the second sentence of the paragraph.

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 3" paragraph. As the overall impact of the releases from

the B-BX-BY W] \h yet been determined and as the qualitative and the
comparison to other cc ation plumes is both pre-mature and inappropriate
without this informatic te the third sentence of the paragraph.

Page 5.1, Section 5.0, 4" raph. Re-write the sentence to state: “The open
issues noted above, and f assessment of the groundwater contamination
attributable to B-BX-BY \ will be addressed in the further determinations to
be made as described in ( 't 6 of this document.
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166.

167.
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necessary in rel the B-BX-BY WMA contamination further
determinations. : the item.
Page 6.1, Se: 5 st paragraph. Insert an identification that an annual report
will be gener ate that the annual report will describe the observations
made during the previou- --zar. Also, delete the first sentence of the last

aragra . s section  uld clearly identify the path forward.
Page 6.’ last ragraph. Re-write the last sentence of the last
paragraj . owing: “Until this report and plan, which includes
proposed actions for fi  determinations, is approved by the regulator,

samplingw co1  x arterly with monthly sampling as necessary.”
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