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BACKGROUND 
1be Federal Facilities Compliance Act of 1992 makes federal 
facilities subject to potential fines and penaltieS'forviolations 
of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 
RCRA is the law·that sets requirements for the management 
of hazardous waste. 

The 1992 Act allows a three-year sovereign immunity delay 
on the imposition of fines and penalties for certain violations 
related to the Deparonent of Energy's (DOE) storage of 
mixed waste. The Act requires DOE to prepare plans for 
treatment of mixed waste by February 1995. 

During this three-year tirneframe, DOE is required to: 

1) prepare and submit a national inventory report to the 
regulators· identifying its mixed waste volume, 
characteristics, treatment capacity and available 
technologies; and 

2) prepare Site Treatment Plans for developing the needed 
treatment processes and capacity for the mixed waste. 

Plans will be developed for each site where DOE generates 
or stores mixed waste. 

Hanford, unlike the other DOE sites in the nation, is not 
required to develop such a plan. The 0 Report on Hanford 
Site Land Disposal Restrictions for Mixed Waste .. (M-26-
01), as required under the Tri-Pa.rty Agreement gcverning 
Hanford cleanup, already meets this requirement Thus, DOE 
has already waived sovereign immunity at Hanford. 

Therefore, the Hanford Site is participating in the complex
wide Act activities, but is not preparing a Site Treatment 
Plan. 

SITE TREATMENT PLANS 
Site Treatment Plans identify how, when, and where suitable 
treatment capacity for the mixed waste will be developed 
and constructed. Hanford 's Land Disposal Restriction Report 
also addresses these issues. 

options available to treat DOE's mixed waste. They also 
present each site's proposed treatment options for mixed 
waste. 

The National Governors' Association has established a 
cooperative agreement with DOE to coordinate repre
sentatives from the 22 states and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. This coordinated group will assist the 
DOE sites in evaluating their candidate treatment options 
and developing mixed waste treatment plans. 

The Draft Site Treatment Plans were prepared using a site
by-site approach and have not been evaluated for impacts to 
other DOE sites and the overall DOE mixed waste program. 

STATUS 
Since passage of the Federal Facilities Compliance Act, the 
DOE Richland Operations Office, which guides cleanup at 
the Hanford Site, has participated in the complex-wide effort 
by providing required data to the Mixed Waste Inventory 
Report. This report identifies all mixed waste streams 
currently managed within the DOE. 

Hanford 's data was combined with information from the other 
DOE sites to create a complex-wide inventory of high-level, 
transuranic, and low-level mixed waste. Hanford, along with 
all other DOE sites, also provided information on existing 
and future mixed waste treatment technologies and facilities. 

Other activities to date include frequent communications and 
meetings with the National Governor's Association and 
members of state regulatory agencies, including the 
Washington State Department of Ecology. 

During some of the earlier meetings, several states requested 
that the Federal Facilities Compliance Act address mixed 
waste disposal, as well as treatment requirements. Since 
disposal of the mixed waste residues is not a part of the Act, 
DOE agreed tO address mixed waste disposal to the extent 
possible. 

MIXED WASTE DISPOSAL 
On August 31, 1994, 48 DOE sites in 22 states that generate Both DOE and the states recognize that disposal issues are 
or store mixed waste released their Draft Site Treatment an integral part of treatment discussions. As a result, a 
Plans. These plans were developed to narrow the range of Disposal Working Group was established to focus on disposal 



issues. The primary focus of the group has been evaluating 
the capability of sites to dispose of the low-level mixed waste 
residues remaining after treatment 

Criteria have been established and some DOE sites have been 
eliminated as potential disposal sites for treated mixed wastes. 
Hanford is identified as one of 16 sites for DOE treated mix 
waste disposal. More analysis and stakeholder involvement 
is required before decisions are made on the final candidate 
disposal site(s) for treated mixed waste within the DOE 
complex. 

Ultimately, a number of sites will remain that will be 
technically able to dispose of some types of mixed waste. 
DOE, through public input and evaluation, will determine 
which of these sites should be proposed as disposal sites and 
initiate the permitting process with the appropriate srate and 
federal regulators. 

NEXT STEPS 
On October 24, 1994 DOE will release an Executive 
Summary explaining all of the proposed options. The 
summary will describe what wastes are proposed for 
treatment in existing facilities, what new facilities are 
proposed and what wastes are proposed for treatment at other 
DOE and commercial facilities. The summary will also 
discuss the development of new technologies for treating 
mixed waste. 

Many issues must be discussed and resolved prior to 
presenting DOE 's selected option for mixed waste treatment 
in the final Site Treatment Plans in February 1995. These 
issues include: 

• Discussion among states that may ship or receive mixed 
waste; 

• Other equity concerns; 

Agency regulators have autho~ to approve or disapprove 
the plans and enforce them through compliance orders such 
as Hanford's Tri-Party\ greement. 
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In order for these decision's- to reflect public opinions, 
concerns, and recommendations, it is very imponant that 
DOE and the regulators discuss these proposals with the 
public. 

Cooperative efforts will increase during the period from 
August 1994 through February 1995 when the draft Site 
Treatment Plans will be discussed and compared with 
Hanford 's Land Disposal Restriction Repon. Issues of equity 
will be discussed among DOE, the regulators, and the public. 
In addition.a public review and comment period will be 
provided after the Final Site Treatment Plans are issued in 
February 1995. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
Efforts to involve the public in the development of the draft 
Site Treatment Plans have been primarily focused at the DOE 
site level As statutorily authorized by the Federal Facilities 
Compliance Act, Hanford is not required to develop a Site 
Treatment Plan because the Tri-Party Agreement (M-26-01) 
already meets this requirement. 

Public involvement to date has been through Tri-Party 
Agreement activities for mixed waste treatment, storage, and 
disposal facilities. Now that each site has developed a draft 
Site Treatment Plan, a national picture of treatment options 
is beginning to emerge based on the draft plans. 

From August 1994 through February 1995, numerous issues 
will be discussed that may influence the options presented 
in the final Site Treatment Plans. DOE will provide 
opportunities for interested parties to get information, express 
their opinio:1 or discuss these plans and associated mixed 
waste issues with DOE and state representatives. 

• The states' preference for on-site treatment of wastes, 
which reduces transport among sites and the need to treat Additional workshops may be offered at Hanford if there is 
off-site wastes; sufficient interest in the Site Treatment Plan process and how 

it relates to the Hanford Site. 
• The complexities of scheduling and implementation of 

large construction projects; 

• How disposal· issues will be addressed; and 

• How DOE can meet its commitment to fund Federal 
Facilities Compliance Act activities while considering 
budgetary constraints and other priority activities. 

EPA/State Role 
Although DOE is developing the Site Treatment Plans, DOE 
does not have final word. State and Environmental Protection 
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