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confirmed by the Senate, in May 2001. She has worked at the agency since 1883, taking a
break from 1995 to 2000 to serve as a lobbyist and fund-raiser for the Monsanto Company.

Some environmental groups said she would be acceptable to them, but they would still make

an issue of her role as the No. 2 official in an agency that they have criticized for two

years. Still, officials said that she was viewed as too close to the ¢ :ncy's bureaucracy

and that she did not excite her interviewers at the White House. Ms. Fisher said through a
spol swoman that she would not comment.

The ¢ "ck of another potentially strong candidate, Mr. Struhs, also appears to have waned.
Cons¢ atives have raised questions about Mr. Struhs, a brother-in-law of Andrew H. Card
Jr., esident Bush's chief of staff, particularly over his record as commissioner of the

Massachusetts environmental agency.

Mr. Struhs 1s on vacation, but his spokeswoman, Deena Wells, salid he had saild that "he has
the best environmental job here in Florida and will stay on as long as Gov. Bush wishes
him to.”




