
HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO. 97-02 

0074778 

WHEREAS, hazardous substances are emerging from the Hanford Site 100 Area into the Columbia 
River in concentrations which may injure aquatic resources; and 

WHEREAS, better information on the hazardous substances and their effect on aquatic resources in 
the Columbia River is needed to understand whether and how the resources are being 
injured; and 

WHEREAS, such information will aid the trustees, regulators, and the USDOE in developing, 
evaluating; and selecting response actions which remedy or reduce any injury; and 

WHEREAS, such information may also aid the trustees in determining the need for restoration of 
injured resources ; and 

WHEREAS, USDOE has agreed to fund, on behalf of the NRTC, planning and limited studies of 
the effects of 100 Area hazardous substances on Columbia River aquatic resources; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED that, the NRTC and USDOE shall conduct studies on the effects of 100 Area 
hazardous substances on Columbia River aquatic resources. The goal of the studies 
will be to determine whether aquatic resources are being injured as a result of 
hazardous substances released from the Hanford Site. USF & WS shall prepare, via 
inter-agency agreement with USDOE, an injury assessment plan and subsequent study 
plans for the NR TC. These plans shall be prepared following substantially the 
procedures for assessment planning and injury determination in 43 CFR 11 . The 
assessment plan shall serve as a guiding document from which the NRTC shall select 
appropriate pathway and injury studies. The 100 Area Assessment Workgroup will 
oversee the development of the assessment plan and study plans and shall make 
recommendations to the NR TC at key decision points ( approval of the Assessment 
Plan and selection of studies). USDOE will provide subsequent contracting for the 
selected studies on behalf of the NRTC within the limits of the pre-established 
budget. The NR TC shall strive to integrate the assessment plan and studies with other 
studies and environmental restoration activities at Hanford. Each phase of the study 
shall be executed expeditiously and at reasonable cost, and every effort will be made 
to resolve disputes quickly. 

CERTIFICATION 

Resolution 97-02 was adopted by consensus of the Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council 
on'----' 1998, with _ abstentions and_ separate opinions (attached). 
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO. 97-02 

WHEREAS, there is evidence of injuries to salmon and other natural resources resulting from 
contaminant releases from the Hanford Site 100 Area; and 

WHEREAS, remedial actions to date are not likely to prevent continued injury; and 

WHEREAS, a timely reduction of any continuing injury will be of benefit to the salmon and other 
impacted natural resources, the natural resource trustees, and their constituents, and . 
reduce the U.S. Department of Energy's (USDOE) potential liability under the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA); and 

WHEREAS, a rigorous assessment of whether injury has occurred, and if so, the nature and extent of 
the injury, will aid in a timely reduction of the injury and may allow that reduction to be 
integrated in to future remedial actions; and 

WHEREAS, 43 CFR Part 11.61 to 11.64 provides standardized, cost .effective, and defensible 
procedures for conducting injury determination; and 

WHEREAS, USDOE, as a trustee, has agreed to fund on behalf of the Natural Resource Trustee 
Council (NRTC), an assessment of impacts to salmon from contaminants released in the 
100 Area, under NRTC direction, following a scope of work written by the NRTC; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED that, in the interest of the early reduction of injury, the NRTC shall conduct an 
assessment of impacts to salmon from contaminant releases in the 100 Area. The 
assessment shall follow substantially the procedures set forth in 43 CFR Part 11.61-
11.64. The work plan for the assessment shall be prepared by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which has extensive experience in injury determination, in accordance with the 
attached interagency agreement and scope of work. Subsequent portions of the 
assessment shall be approved by resolution and contracted as appropriate. The NRTC 
shall strive to integrate the assessment with other studies and remedial activities. Each 
phase of the assessment shall be executed expeditiously and at reasonable cost, and 
every effort shall be made to quickly resolve disputes. This assessment shall not 
constitute a Natural Resource Damage Assessment, nor shall it limit the right on the part 
of any trustee to pursue a damage assessment. 

CERTIFICATION 

Resolution 97-02 was adopted by consensus at the _______ , 1997 meeting of the Hanford 
Natural Resource Trustee Council with __ abstentions and __ separate opinions (attached). 
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Attached is Resolution 97-02 with the modifications we agree~ ~oat the 
last meeting. Please note that there is an accompanying signature 
paqe. Please provide Kay with your signature page by Friday, September 
12t:'h • 

97-02 is the resolution that approves the USF&WS contract anu gets the 
NRDA process going. I've included a rlow chart of our proposed · 
strategy, includin9 points at which each trustee•s "authoriz~d 
official" must be involved.. The work plan that Jamie provid~d should 
also be considered part of this package. 

I've not included 97-03 which clarifies that we will not appoint a 
"lead. authorized orricial." I . still need to work out a tew things with 
Jamie. ' 

Call me if_ you have any · questions or comments. 

-Geoff 

-------------------------



HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSmE COUNCIL 

:RF..SOLtITION NO. 97-0Z 

WHEREAS. there is evidence of potential injuries to natural resources resulting from the n:lcuc.::s of 
haz.ardous substances from the Hanford Site 100 Arca; and 

WHEREAS, current and pla.m1cd response actions nay not ftllly prevent continued injury; and 

WHEREAS, a timely reduction of any continuing injury will be of benefit to the affected natural 
resources, the natural resource trustees, and their constituents. and reduce USDOB·s· 
potential liability under tho natural r~sourccs damage assessment provisions of CBRCLA; 
and · 

WHEREAS. an assessment of whether injury has occurrcd,and ifso, the nature and extent ofthe injury 
will aid in a timely reduct:ion of the injury and n,ay allow that reduction to be intcgratcd into 
future remedial actions; and · 

WHEREAS, 43 CFR Part 11 provides standardized, cost effective. and defensible procedures for 
assessing natural resource injuries, including pre-assessment screening, pathway and injury 

· determination, and restoration planning; and 

WHEREAS, the procedures in 43 CPR 11 provide a framework and are sufficieudy flexible to allow the 
scheduling and phasing of the darnase assessment to align wid1 the multi-year remediation 
of the 100 Area and to incorporate and adjust to new infomw.ion as it emerges; NOW, 
11-IEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED that, the NRTC shall initiate, on behalf of the participating trustee's authorized officials, 
the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process to addras injuries from 100 Area 
releases. TI1e goal of the process is tbc early reduction of injury and restoration of injured 
resources. The NRTC shall follow substantially the procedures set fonh in 43 CFR Pan 
11. TI1c damaso assessment pr(X.CSs shall first R:quire a pre-assessment screen. If 
appropriate after the PAS, tlle damage assessment shall be J)bascd, with th1;: finl pb~c 
directed at Columbia River aquatic resources. The dam~e assessment shall be perfom1ed 
fulluwing the., attached stau.'111ent of work and damage assessment strategy flow chart. Key 
decisions identified in the strategy such as approvaJ of the Pre Assessment Screen and 
Assessment Plan shall be forwarded to the authorized officiaJs for approval. The NRTC 
shall strive to integrate the damage assessment with other studies and remedial activities. 

CERTIFICATION 

NRTC by-laws require that resolutions b~ adopted by consensus of the voting representatives ofmembe.r 
Trustees. Member representatives indicated their response to Resolution 97-02 on the attached signature 
pages. 

DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE: SEPTEMBER 12 
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Signature indicates concurrcnco with the iollowing: 

RESOLUl10N 97-02 initialing a study of injuries to aquatic rcsourcea from iOO Area contaminants as the 
first phase oftbc damage assessment procc,s. · 

signature of voting representative 

name of member organization 

date 

RETURN TO KAY KIMMEL. ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY, BY 5 P.M. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1997 
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Melanie Preusser 

Phone 

Fax Phone 509-372-9447 

I CC: 

I Date 9111/97 

I Number of pages including cover sheet 4 

FROM: 

Phone 

Dan Landeen 

Nez Perce Tribe 

Environmental Restoration 
and Waste Management 

P. 0 . Box 365 

Lapwai, ID 83540 

208-843-7375 

Fax Phone 208-843-7378 

REMARKS: • Urgent 1:8'.] For your review D Reply ASAP D P/e~:se Comment 

Attached is the signature page for resolution 97-02 
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HANFORD NATURAL Rl::!SOUKCJi TRUSTEE 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Signature indicates c.oncum;ncc witl1 lho fr,llowing: 

002 

RESOLUTJON 97.02 111.lt.inting a sl.ud)' of injuries 10 aqualk ri::suul'Celi from 100 Arca. eontarninMts as the 
first pllaS~ of lhc dan,ago aa:scssm~t proc<:n. 

signature ofvotfo& rcprcscn\.lltivc 

narh; of mcanbcr organization 

r-11- r7 
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RETURN TO KAY KIMMEL, ADMINJSTRATJVE SECRETARY, BY 5 P.M. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER ll, I 997 

!41002 



05/27/1995 05:00 503- 378-5457 
:'. UN lC::: • ':::lt:l J.o::. • :>~rTr on • .J11;1.:, _,, ._ -.,~ 

DOE 

HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Resolution 97-02initiating the 100 Area assessment plan and studies. 

✓suppon 

_Object 

Abstain -
_ Su_ppon with separate opinion (below) 

Signature: _;~~'--~'-•~---~• _c~~~L._,~
Name: ~ u _,_.-, C . ,-1 u 1 J.s 

Trustee Organi7.ation: ~--rA-rt c F 01...• tf O~ 

Date: '1 •J .q9 
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Resolution 97-02initiating the 100 Area assessment plan and studies. 

___.£L'Support 

__ Object 

Abstain 

__ Support with separate opinion (below) 

Signature: ____ £}_~_c?M6,, _____ ....___~......_,__.;;.---="---'----

Name: 

Trustee Organization: A/-fJz ,,O.,,,,,,,.c e ~, i:Je 

Date: C/;s-/cr 8" 
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SIONAiUIE PAO! 

_Objecr 
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Name: We.nrkU. t. Ho.n.n1.9an 

TJ'11111:e Orpa.mioa: Y a.k.ama. Na.tlon 

DIie: July 10, 1998 
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Resolution 97-02initiating the 100 Area assessment plan and studies. 

JX_support 

__ Object 

Abstain 

__ Support with separate opinion (below) 

Signature: l-..::.::t~~~~~~ 4 1-4:__-,---___ _ 

Name:cd~c 
Trustee Organization: 06 L 

Date: 7 /7-1 /cr0 



HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

SIGNATURE PAGE 

Resolution 97-02 initiating the 100 Area assessment plan and studies. 

<support 

__ Object 

Abstain 

__ Support with separate opinion (below) 

Signature:_£¥= _ __,_,,_..'----~---- 

Name: Geoff Tallent 

Trustee Organization: State of Washington 

Date: July 27, 1998 


