STATE OF WASHINGTON

[ PARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Mail Stop PV-11 Ohmpia, Washington S8504-8711 e (2060) 4549-400X)
June . 1994

Mr. William T. Dixon, Manager
Regulatory Support
Westinghouse Hanford Company
P. O. Box 1970, B2-17
Richland, WA 99352

Mr. Glenn R. Hoenes, Mana:
Laboratory Safety

Battelle

Pacific Northwest Laboratory
P. O. Box 999, P7-78

" Richland, WA 99352

Mr. Joe F. Nemec, Vice President
Bechtel Hanford, Inc.

P. O. Box 969

Richland, WA 99352

Dear Messrs. Dixon, Hoenes, and Nemec:

Thank you for your June 23, 1994, letter requesting an interpretation of the financial assurance
and liability protection requirements for federal contractors pursuant to Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 173-303-620(1)(c). Based upon our review of this issue, we have
concluded that the financial requirements of the Washington State Dangerous Waste Regulations
(Chapter 173-303 WAC) were never intended to apply to contractors for a federal or state
government in situations suc  as that at the U.S. Department of Energy's (USDOE) Hanford
Facility.

The financial requirements of Chapter 173-303 WAC provide an exemption for state and federal
governments (WAC 173-303-620(1)(c)) similar to that found in the federal Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations (40CFR264/265 Si  »art H). However, the
state regulations contain an exception to the exemption. The state exemption reads "States and
federal government are exem:  om the requirements of this section, except that operators of

fac ties who are under conti  with the state or federal government must me« the requirements
of this section." It is this exception that has been in the Dangerous Waste Regulations since 1982,
which could appear to require ' ir companies to meet the fii icial requireme: ; for some of
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