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July 19, 1996 

Mr. George Sanders 
Office of Environmental Assurance, Permits and Policy 
U. S. Department ofEnergy, A5-15 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Mr. Sanders: 

RE: Resolution of B Plant Transition Compliance Issues. 

This letter follows my receipt of your June 28, 1996 transmittal of the B Plant transition tentative 
agreement. As you know, these Tri Party Agreement negotiations have been characterized by a 
number of process and completion difficulties. As a result, approval of the packet and its associated 
Agreement In Principle have been temporarily delayed. 

This letter is forwarded to you as a request that you agree to the following: (1) that DOE will work 
with Ecology and EPA to utilize process and communication difficulties experienced during these 
negotiations as a "lessons learned", and (2) that DOE recognize that there remain outstanding issues 
with the packet centering on interim status and Land Disposal Restriction (LDR) storage 
requirements pertaining to B plant tanks which hold, and will likely continue to hold quantities of 
hazardous waste due to physical plant limitations. 

I believe that approval of the packet is warranted in order that B Plant transition and associated 
public comment period activities not be delayed. However, prior to forwarding this packet to agency 
executive management for approval, I ask that you indicate DOE agreement that each of the 
preceding two issues warrant further attention, and that change request modifi.cations may be 
necessary prior to, or after tentative agreement finalization. 

Sincerely, 

~~* 
Mike Wilson, Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

Andy Boyd, EPA Region X 
Doug Sherwood, EPA Region X 
Tanya Barnett, Office of the WA Attorney General 
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