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The United States Department of Energy (DOE) is pleased to
respond to the Pr »josed Rulemaking on Land Disposal Restrictions
for Third Third Scneduled Wastes, issued on November 22, 1989 (54
FR 48372). In this proposed rulemaking, it was requested that
all new data submitted during the comment period be provided
within 30 days (i.e., December 22, 1989). DOE would like to take
this opportunity to resubmit information and data on the
treatment of high level radiocactive mixed waste that was provided
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in an earlier
package, dated September 26, 1989. Furthermore, the Department -
is today providing additional materials supplemental to the
information provided in the above mentioned package. .

As the Department has asserted in the past, many of the treatment
standards and corresponding technologies established and proposed
for hazardous wastes are inappropriate for much of DOE's
radiocactive mixed waste (i.e., radicactive and hazardous waste).
Treatment techrologies applicable to hazardous wastes may not
allow for the safe treatment and handling of both the
radiological and chemical hazards associated with radioactive
mixed wastes. One such DOE waste that presents unique
difficulties in treatability is high level radiocactive mixed
waste (HL-RMW) that is generated from the chemical processing of
nuclear reactor fuels and targets.

A demonstrated method for treating this high level waste is
vitrification. Due to the highly radioactive component of
HL-RMW, and the need to prevent or minimize potential radiation
exposure to workers, the public and the environment, the
Department has pursued the development of this method for
treating DOE's high level wastes in order to achieve a final
waste form that offers long-term stability and protection.
vVitrified HL-RMW will be placed in stainless steel canisters in
order to insure that the wastes are safely stored, and eventually
transported for disposal in a future high level waste geologic
repository. DOE is proceeding with the development of waste





















