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Several treaties signed in 1855 guarantee the Yakamas and other tribes
access to Hanford, including its Columbia River segment, to conduct
traditional hunting, fishing and gathering activities. The Yakamas contend
Hanford's pollution has harmed their traditional fishing areas.

The Yakamas base their threatened lawsuit on the federal Superfund law,
which requires that natural resources damages be fixed when a
Superfund site is cleaned up, Zeilman said. Under that law, tribes, states
and the federal government can sue polluters who discharge hazardous
substances that injure natural resources, the Yakamas contend. In this
case, DOE would be considered the poliuter.

The Yak: s are unhappy that the Columbia River itself within Hanford is
not considered a Suberfund site. The Yakama Nation contends uranium,

rontii. and chr  arr wvithin the river's sediment,p 1 1 sto
nish.

And subterranean contaminants are oozing into the river from Hanford's
reactor areas and from the 300 Area, with more plumes approaching the
river from central Hanford.

Ironically, the Hanford Reach, the Columbia segment within Hanford, is
the last major salmon spawning area in the main river.

However, the Yakamas are suspicious about the contention that the
Hanford Reach is a good salmon spawning area, and want more studies
on that matter, Zeilman said. ’

"We don't know what's going on in the sediment,” he said.
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