
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
1315 W. 4th Avenue • Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 • (509) 735-7581 

May 27, 1998 

Mr. James E. Rasmussen 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, WA 99352 

Dear Mr. Rasmussen: 

Re: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Low Level Burial Grounds 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) and the U.S. Department of Energy 
(USDOE) have determined the Low Level Burial Grounds (LLBG) unit will not be included in 
the Hanford Facility RCRA Permit (Permit) during the current Permit modification cycle (Mod. 
D). The decision to delay the inclusion of LLBG in the Permit was based on the requirement for 
additional information in order to meet the State Environmental Policy Act (SEP A) regulations 
under Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11. During the April 30, 1998, meeting 
between USDOE and Ecology, it was decided that the Hanford Site Solid Waste Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) could provide the required documentation when finalized. To do so, the 
EIS must provide the following information on the operation, closure, and post-closure of mixed 
waste trenches 31 and 34 in LLBG 218-W-5 (SEPA for Trench 94, 218-E-12B is satisfied by the 
Navy's National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) EISs covering submarine reactor disposal): 

• A range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed action 
• Analysis of the significant environmental impacts for each alternative 
• Mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts 

After the EIS is submitted to Ecology, it will be reviewed to determine if all relevant questions · 
have been satisfactorily answered relating to environmental impacts at the above referenced 
LLBG trenches. A determination will follow the review regarding the significance of any­
impacts. In the mean time, Ecology will not request changes to, or act on, the proposal's 
environmental checklist. 

Ecology is in agreement with USDOE to modify the Permit Modification Table (attachment 27) 
to reflect incorporation of the LLBG into Part ill in a later modification. Milestone M-91-13 for 
permanent disposal operations in the above listed trenches will not be affected by this change. 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding the information in this letter, please feel free to 
contact me at (509) 736-5716. 

Sincerely, 

~V- ~ 

' Richard Heggen 
Nuclear Waste Program · 

RH:sb 

cc: Liz Bowers, USDOE 
Cliff Clark, USDO E 
Paul Dunigan, USDOE 
Tony Miskho, FDH 
Suzette Thompson, FDH 
Joseph Henry Richards, CTUIR 
Paul Danielson, NPT 
Wade Rigsby, YIN. 
Ken Niles, ODOE 
Administrative Record: LLBG 


