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Mr. Moses N. Jaraysi 
200 Area Unit Supervisor 
Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
1315 West Fourth Avenue 
Kennewick, Washington 99336 

Dear Mr. Jaraysi: 

Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

; 1.: :-

CLOSURE OF THE SOLID WASTE LANDFILL (SWL) 

Incoming letter# 9504795 

0042401 

Reference: Letter, 0. L. Lundstrom, State of Washington Department of Ecology . ~~i 
(Ecology) to J. E. Rasmussen, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland ~1 

Operations Office (RL), "Shutdown of the Hanford Site Solid Waste 
Landfill", dated June 7, 1995. 

This letter is in response to the referenced Ecology letter. RL is planning 
to cease operations at the SWL by March 31, 1996. Ecology's referenced letter 
contained activities that need to be carried out at the SWL for closure to be 
achieved. RL recommends that a data quality objectives (DQO) workshop be ·held 
to discuss the strategy for closure of the SWL and the integration of this 
strategy with Nonradioactive Dangerous Waste Landfill (NRDWL) and 200-IU-3 
Operable Unit activities. RL proposes that the OQO workshop be held at the 
first available date in November. Listed below are individual responses to 
those activities identified in the Ecology letter. 

Item #1: Contaminated Groundwater 

Consistent with the Corrective Action Plan submitted and approved by 
Ecology, a soil gas sampling and analysis plan has been prepared~ 
The cost associated with completing the Phase 1 soil gas sampling is 
estimated to be $320,000. Funds have not been identified for this 
task in FY 1996. It is recommended that any action on this be 
deferred until after the DQO workshop. It is also recommended that 
any remediation of the groundwater be deferred and coordinated with 
the site-wide groundwater approach currently being pursued by RL, 
Ecology, and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Item #2: Closure and Post-closure Plans 

No waste will be received at the landfill after March 31, 1996. 
Based on the requirements of WAC 173-304-407, a closure plan will be 
prepared and submitted to Ecology for approval. RL requests that 
the date of December 31, 1995, be canceled and the date be changed 
to "To Be Determined." A schedule for the submittal of the -closure 
plan and for interim closure activities will be discussed at the 
proposed DQO workshop (see Items #3 and #4). 
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Item #3: Corrective Action and the Closure Integration 

RL recommends that a DQO workshop be held to discuss the strategy 
for closure of the SWL and the integration of this strategy with 
NRDWL and 200-IU-3 Operable Unit activities. This workshop will be 
held prior to preparing the SWL closure plan. 

Items to be discussed and resolved will include the following: 

• performance criteria for the interim cover; 
• the benefit to be derived from the impiementation of Phase 1 

soil gas sampling; 
• the conceptual design of the interim cover, 
• groundwater monitoring; and 
• the future integration of the SWL and NRDWL covers and the 200-

IU-3 Operable Unit. 

Item #4: Interim Operations and Monitoring of the Landfill 

At the workshop, a plan for interim monitoring and maintenance of 
the landfill will be discussed. An agreement on the nature and 
extent of these activities will be reached, and this agreement will 
be reflected in the closure work plan. 

If there are any questions please, contact Ms. E. M. Mattlin of my staff on 
(509) 376-2385. 

EAP:EMM 

cc: 
EDMC, H6-08 
Ecology Library, Lacey 
W. Dixon, WHC 
R. Jim, YIN 
F. Ma, Ecology 

jot-James Rasmussen, Director 
\ Environmental Assurance, Permits, 

and Policy Division 

D. Powaukee, NPT 
S. Price, WHC 
F. Ruck I II, WHC 
D. Sherwood, EPA 
J. Wilkinson , CTUIR 


