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NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING COVER SHEET): 2 

COMMENTS: 
As promised, attached is a draft ERDF find ing. I chose a very supportive tone, but 
Hllernpted to make it clear that tile finding is limited to the phase 2 expansion. I also 
tried to cast the mitigation as an expectation for new construction in sensitive areas. 
J put reductjon ofNRDA liability as a secondary benefit. Although t:he finding 
clearly states that the mitigation would lessen any liability, it is purposefully non­
committal in how rnuch that reduction would be. Finally, throughout the finding I 
made regulatory and policy t ies to show USDOE project. managers that Lhis type.or 
mitigation is approp1·iate and supportc<l by the agency. 

l 'm sending this out as a review dn1fi . PkHSC provide me wUh you•· comments ~y 
Mon<hty. November 1 o. I will then incorporate changes and send out a finul version 
wit.h a signature page and two-week not.ice. 

Give me a call if you have any question~. -Geo1T 
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DRAFT - 10/31/97 

HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

FINDING 97-02 

The Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council (NRTC) strongly suppons the U.S . Depanment 
of Energy's (USDOB) planned mitigation for the Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility 
(BRDF) Phase 2 expansion. Under the plan, 200 aci-es of nat.ura.lly damaged shrub-steppe habitat 
on the Arid Lands Ecology Res~rve will be restored using locally derived sage seed and tubelings . 
We find th is to be appropriat.c mitigation for the loss of shrub-steppe habitat from construction of 
ERDF ex ,ansion . 

This will be another in the increasing number of actions being taken by USDOE to mitigate for 
natural resource impacts from new consm1ction. Such actions are consistent with the National 
Envirommmlal Policy Act (NEPA) and the principals of stewardship embodied in USDOE's 
secretarial Laud ttnu Facility Use Policy. Specifically, the ERDF Phase 2 Expansion mitigation 
meets the project goals of integrating NEPA values into the Comprehensive Environmental 
Repose Compensation and Liability Act (CERCI-A) decision making process. The mitigation is 
also consistent with the Hanford Sile Biological Resources Mitigation Strategy. 

More t.han good practices for new construction, t.he success of this restoration will clearly reduce 
the loss of.habit.at. and related services that will result. from the Phase 2 Expansion. That, in tum, 
will lessen any damages for which USDOE may be liable under the Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment. provisions ofCERCLA. By consulting with the NRTC and undertaking the 
miligat.iun, USDOE is funhe1ing the tmstees' mutual goal of reducing natural resource injuries 
early and c.ooper11t.ively. Jn taking these actions, USDOE's Richland Operations Office is aJso 
complying with the recent Policy on Imegrnt.iun of Natural Resources Concerns into Response 
Actions. 

The trustees look fo1ward lo 1.l1~ success of this and finure mitigation and restoration projects. 

CERT1F1CA TJON 

Finding 97-02 was adopted by consensus of the Hanford Natural Resource Council on 
______ with_ abstentions and __ separate opinions (attached). 


