STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

1315 W. 4th Avenue * Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 * (509) 735-7581
October 20, 1999

Mr. Douglas Sherwood

U.S. Environmental Protection / :ncy

712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5, MSIN: B5-01
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Sherwood:

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has reviewed the Explanation of
Significant Difference (ESD) submitted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for
Ecology’s approval. Ecology has also reviewed data provided by EPA that were used to support
the land disposal restriction treatment standard variance. Ecology has formulated language to
replace the information currently found in the ESD under the heading ‘Support Agency
Comments’. The replacement language is enclosed. Once this langi  : has been placed into the
document, Ecology will sign the ESD.

Ecology has expressed concern over current cleanup actions in the 300 Area. This concern is
based upon: :

e The selection of cleanup standards that are protective of oundwater; and
o The recently recognized identification of E  ford contamination affecting a nearby
drinking water supply well for t| city of Rich nd.

Given the proximity of the 300 Area to local groundwater, drinking water sources, and,
ultimately, the Columbia River, it is necessary for all environmental agencies to guarantee that
the environment and local wur  are being adequately protected from Hanford contamination.

If EPA should decide that Ecology’s agreement is no longer necessary, please remove the section
labeled ‘Supporting Agency Comments’ and the ..cology signature page from the ESD. If you
have any questions concerning this matter, please contact .r. Alex Stone, Ecology’s 300 Area
Project Manager, at (509) 736-3018.

2 Deaninlbed Gon

Mike Wilson, Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

Enclosure

cc: See Next Page










