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Dear Mr. Wilson: EDMC

INTERIM STATUS COMPLIANCE AT PLUTONIUM FINISHING PLANT (PFP)
TREATMENT UNIT (T-2-8)

The PFP Treatment Unit will be used to stabilize plutonium-bearing wastes by immobilization
{cementation), in"accordance with the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board Recommendation
94-1. A Part A, Form 3, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) permit application
for this unit was submitted to your office on December 23, 1998, indicating that the unit should
be regulated as a miscellaneous unit. Because of this miscellaneous unit status, some
interpretation is required to identify the RCRA interim status standards that should be applied to
the unit.

On June 3, 1998, the Richland Operations Office (RL) submitted to your office an evaluation of
interim status requirements and their application at the PFP Treatment Unit. A table
summarizing the requirements that RL believes should be applied to the unit is attached, along
with a brief description of how RL and its contractor intend to comply with each requirement.

On September 22, 1999, the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) requested that a
RCRA Closure Plan be prepared for the PFP Treatment Unit. This request was premised on an
expectation that the unit operations would be limited to a 6-month duration. To clarify, the unit
will actually operate for several years. Hence, RL instead proposes to submit a RCRA Part B
permit application for the unit. Submittal of a Part B permit application is targeted for June
2003; however, RL recognizes that the actual submittal date must be negotiated with Ecology
based on its relative priority to other planned Hanford Site permitting activities.

RL is committed to begin stabilizing plutonium-bearing waste in the PFP Treatment Unit no later
than April 2000. If no Ecology concerns relative to the application of interim status standards to
the unit are received, RL will accept that the actions delineated in the attached table are
considered sufficient for cementation of plutonium-bearing wastes to begin. RL requests that
Ecology approve the Part A no later than January 24, 2000, to support the April 2000
cementation startup. v )
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If you have any questions, please contact me (509) 373-9337 or Larry Romine, Director,
Materials Disposition Division. '

Sincerely,
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RECORD NOTE: Ecology failure to approve Part A will impact April 2000 cementation
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