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Mr. John Wagoner, Manager
Richland Operations Office
Department of Energy

P.0. Box 550 M/S A7-50
="' "and, WA 39352

Subject: B-REACTOR BURIAL GROUND, 118-B-1; EXCAVATION ‘TREATABILITY
TEST PLAN"; COMMENTS ON--

Dear Wagoner:

q
DT /'RL letter 94-ERB-126 of May 20, 1994 requested comments on.gbq%
acrion proposed to initiate the remedlatlon of the 118-B-1 Burial
Ground. The action is referred to as an "excavation treatability
test" by the DOE/RL letter.

W2 do not consider the nature of the testing activity being
suggested 1in the DOE/RL letter 1is properly described as a
treatability test. It is equivalent to the initiation of the
re ‘:diation of the burial grounds and does not provide for testing
wasce to determine methods for detoxifying and/or reducing the
mobility of the wastes for safe near-surface disposal or reducing
the volume of the wastes to facilitate deep geologic disposal.

In Yakama Nation letter to DOE/RL of May 16, 1994, "Comments on the V'
installation of a permanent cover over the 216-B-57 crib," we
commented on the intended purpose of CERCLA regulaticns pertaining

to treatability tests. We indicated disagreement with the use of
the provisions to justify preparing a barrier for the B-57 Crib,
stating that treatability tests are performed as a part of the

fe ibi” 'ty study for the purpose of testing different site
remediation options. . The roposed actions most clos Ly r rres its
remedial investigations to determine the nature of the wastes or
the 1n1t1at10n of the actual removal of the waste.

We recommend that the subject treatability test plan be entirely
revamped to meet the intent of CERCLA provisions. In this regard
- the General rules at Section 9621 (b) (1) are pertinent:

"Remedial actions in which treatment which permfanently and
significantly reduces the volume, toxicity or mobility of the

- hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants is a
principal element, are to be preferred over remedial actions

not involving such treatment. The off-site transport and
disposal of hazardous substances or contaminated materials
without ~i1ch | =2atment shculd be the least favored alternative
remedial action where practicable treatment technologies are










