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ST A TE OF WASHlf 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
MA/J Stop /IV·,., • Olympia. Was/l(~tan 9850+-8711 • • (2QS) .. $9-«JOO 

July 21, 1992 

Mr. stsve Wien••• 
u.s. Department af ~norgy 
P . O. Box 550 
~tr.hlandr WA 99352 

Dear Mr . Wianaaat 

~A, eomtnan~a on Draft l••ue Paper tor tn~srim s~abilizaticn of Sirtgl.e Shell 
~anks -~ Han£ord (M-05) · 

RAfa~anca: L•ttar1 s. wL•n•as, RL eo P. Dey ana D. ~anaan, MStal>1liza~ion ~ f 
~amaininq single Shaii Tanka at Hant0.d" ; dated. .:Uly 10, 1992. "4 

Ecology h•a re~iewed tha abOVo rete:•naed lett~r and [the encl0aed drut L••ua 
pap•r. W~ have ai•o received a briating on this i•aae paper f.Qffl ~• ot 
En8rgy and weatinghouae atarr on Frida.y, July l7, .Th& tol1owing ~nt• are 
baa9d on both th• issuo J'illtl"Pe~ and tho b~iafing, 

' 
En•ri;y haa proposed chan~inq the M-o, milaatcnes and ; addinv new mil-.t:one• fo~ 
~~r~•l of waatea trom the 51ngle shell Tan~• (SIT•>• ~ha ieeua ot 
r•t~iaval ha• been ra1aed by v11ri0us ;:oup• withi,n :g~'JJtrgy =•a•n~ly, and 
~g0logy haa had nwaaroua Lnd1cations tnat emely m~i-.val l• no,, hm:gf' • 
p~•lerrect ace1on for ~h• JS~•• Bo..,,•~, therg ha• ,been n~ foa:mal 
correspondena• with Ecoloqy on this issue. ~cglggi ~a lon~ ~n a poponent 
of wa• t9 ret~i•val at tho S&Ts, and we continue tQ !encou:•9• ~hi• app~oaoh. 
If Inergy 1• commi.tted ta SST waste ~•triev~l, it •ho~ld b• oieorly and 
formally communicatecl to Scology by In•~ Hsadq~an:era. M99ot1atiorta . 
pro~osed by th• subject iaaue dratt papar is the i4nl tilM to ~1-~Lty thL• 
position. 

Int•rim stabilization of th• SHTs nao been the p=irn•ry method 0f preventL~g 
and/or mitiqa~inQ tank iea.ks. Bcoloqy is tully awara ol th• vuiou• p&-obleau 
ax~•~ianced at tho SSTB gver the pae~ yeu. soma ot· th• d1t~icultis• ouelin•d 
in ~ha ia•ua paper arft subatantial, and it ie appa~ant th&t ~h• Sepi:lfl!lbe~, 
1go2, mileatona (M-05•04} will no~ be met. ~hacever! th• ~eaaons tor noc 
achieving the interim s~abilization mileatonv~, i t is not approp~iat• to 
&bandon stahili:a~~on. sev0.~l tanke, acme 01\ the watchlist, are ~gawned 
laakera. Stabili~aeion o~ the~e ~anka is cu:ren~ly ~h• only ne•r-term leak 
mi~igation measure. In addition, soma ot the tank. farms have had significant 
fai l ure raeaa (aa indicat&d oy chw curren~ number of· aeawned l$aket!l, 1nd ~~a 
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tanle1 in theae rarma that.•~• no~ Y•~ intarim •tabt1iz-4 mu•~ be ~ddr•••ed• 
LaaJ< dataation mcnito~ing oapabilitieD, alcng with ;emergency leak ~•apon•• 
capabilitiaa, m~•t. continue to :be J.mprovod ot all the SST11, ~tiC\lluly in 
light of th• pot$nt1al dolays in interim atabili~ation. th••• activi~io• 
ahould be pursuad whathar oz: not ch11ni.e11 ~i;• mad• t!o currant i.nt:e~J.'11 
etabili~ation mLle• ~one 11chedulea. 

In s9ita of tha compiexitia• p~aaentad abgve, Ecology believe• that tft•re ia 
__ an opport~nity to rind creative soiu~Lcns to prcb1em~ at the ssi• , and in •om. 

ca••• • balancing ot a1:abilJ.aatJ.0n and :retrieval. option• can. be_.oonw1de~..S._ 
~oolo9y wU1 continue to be actively involved in m~tin9• with your ii,taf! -in~";-;.-,, =,,._=;.;,=,. 

order to oxpedita tha n•gcti•tion p~goe•a, in li9hti o! the &pt,i:-oaehing 
Septttmbei:-, 1992 mi.l•atone, : 

i 

My ataH have lifCheduled meat1.nqs in the ill'tffl•diatet· future i n ordel:' to begin th• 
na9ctiaticn procea• on Tank 241--c .. 106, I1l ordai: tci Lnitht• add.!.t:ional 
ne9otiatio~• on a~abili&&t1on o~ retrieval of !STs ; a glear at&te1Dt1nt which 
raat!1rms verbal comment• that the Department gf Eriecgy will retrieve SIT 
waatas ~uat be ~aceivsd by Ecolo91. If y0u agree, :I propose that your lKt•: 
also name membe:11 gf the ll!niiaz:-gy n11t9otiati0n team, : ~ncluding • rMrabeJ: f~ 
En11r9y Headquarters. :e:colo9Y .i.a plea.ad witll the pi:09.c=as mad• on thi• iaaue 
in the laat taw weak•• We are hopeful this prcgre•a will continue. Should 
you have any question~ concerning tbeee coirunenta, , P,leaae c:ont.act ~. S:oot:t 
McKinney (206) 459--6725 or Mr. Toby Micne1ena (206)'. 438-7016. 

n•• 
ltroj• Kana9ar 

Nuole•r and Mixed Waate Mana9ement Pra~r~ 

cc: ~ohp Aneonften, DOm 
Paul Day, ltPA 
seo~t MnKinney, mcology 
Da~ Nylande~, meolo~ 
John T••ng, DOI-HQ 
John Yerxa, DOE 

--- --- ----



., 
CORRESPONDENCE DISTRIBUTION COVERSHEET 

Author Addressee Correspondence No. 

D. B. Jansen, Ecology S. H. Wisness, RL Incoming: 9205229 

subject: COMMENTS ON DRAFT ISSUE PAPER FOR INTERIM STABILIZATION OF SINGLE 
SHELL TANKS AT HANFORD (M-05) 

Approval Date 

54·6000- 117 (9/88) {EF} WEF008 
Distribution Coversheet 

INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION 
Name Location 

Correspondence Control A3 -0l 
Presidents Office 
S. L. Bradley 
C. Defigh-Price 
J. C. Fulton 
H. D. Harmon, Level 1 R2 - 52 
J. M. Henderson S4-55 
R. E. Lerch B2-35 
D. W. Lindsey B2-35 
P. J. Mackey B3-15 
H. E. McGuire 
W. C. Miller S4-55 
R. D. Mo r ri son B2-35 
D. B. Pabst B2-35 
M. A. Payne, Assignee 
R. E. Raymond Rl - 80 
D. C. Richardson 
J . H. Roecker 
T. B. Veneziano 
EDMC H4-22 

Dis t ribut ion made by: __ ·Date: 

w/att 

'"' 


