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2.0 HANFORD SITE WELL USE

Several programs presently construct and/or utilize existing and newly
drilled wells to provide characterization and gr¢ idwater monitoring data
(DOE, 1989 and Table 1). The programs are summarized in the following
paragraphs.

2.1  GROUNDWATER SURVEILI :E AN MONI JRING PROGRAMS

2.1.1 Site-Wide Surveillance

L
Qmé The independent site-wide surveillance program for the Hanford Site is
“+  conducted by acific Northwest Laboratory. This program monitors the effects,
M if any, of DOE activities at Hanford to onsite and offsite environmental and
E&j natural resources. At the present time, over 795 monitoring wells on the

Hanford Site are used to assess the impact of specific facilities and to track
the movement of contaminant plumes from past disposal practices. Many of the
wells used in this assessment are selected from the operational monitoring
networks to define site-wide contaminant distribution patterns. Both chemical
and radiologic | constituents are measured.

2.1.2 Operational Monitoring

The operational groundwater monitoring program conducted by
Westinghouse Hanford Company (WHC), which may be considered "near-field
mor :oring," addresses groundwater conditions in and adjacent to reactor and
chemical procassing operations in =~ : 100, 200, 300, 400 and 1100 areas.
( erational groundwater monitoring (s been carried out at the Hanford Site
since the early days of the project.

2.1.3 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit Characterization
and Monitoring

The RCRA groundwater monitoring program conducted by WHC currently
involves site-specific monitoring and/or well installation at 20 facilities
under EPA interim status requlations. Over 250 new RCRA-compliant monitoring
wells have been installed for this purpose.

2.1.4 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) Monitoring . d Site Characterization

Several CERCLA "groundwater operable units” have been identified at
Hanford. Monitoring wells within these units are located so as to define the
nature and extent of the cont nant plume.

Use of data from existing wells is generally included as a part of a

ecific groundwater operable unit work plan. Wells selected often must be
remediated to allow use. Other existing wells within the operable unit may be -
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