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Sectinn_1 - Hanf lic Involver

The TPA agencies strive to notify stakeholders
at least 30 to 45 days bi Hre the start of a public
comment period or before a public meeting. As
much information as >ssible regarding the
public involvement activity will be provided
prior to the event.

PUBI > NOTICE

The TPA agencies strive to design public notices
that attract a wide range of participants to
become involved in a public comment period,
attend a public meeting, or otherwise participate.

Notices will include:
e Clear descriptions of proposals and impacts;

e Ways the public can get more information
and become involved;

e The time frame for a public comment
period; and

e Meeting dates, times and locations (when
applicable).

When a proposed cleanup decision restricts
future land use, the public notice will identify
potential restrictions and other applicable
requirements.

When possible, the TPA agencies will consider
input on the design and content of notices from
interested stakeholders in the region where a
meeting or comment period will be held.

Different public participation activities may
have different notification requirements and
more than one set of regul ons may apply to
the proposed action or cision. In these
instances, the TPA agencies will coordinate all
requirements to be as comprehensive as
possible.

PUBLIC COMMENT P1 10DS

The requirement for and the length of public
comment periods vary based on the regulations
for the permit or action. Typically, public
comment periods are 30 or 45 days long.

Public comment periods will be determined in
accordance with applicable state and federal
regulations. When requested, the TPA agencies
will consider extending a public comment period
as provided for under the law.

Documents available for public comment are
sent to the TPA Administrative Record and
Public Information Repositories. In addition to
review of public comment documents at the
repositories, the public may also review the
electronic administrative record files during
normal working hours. Internet access to the
administrative record files is available at
www?2.hanford.gov/arpir.

Emai or call the Hanford

Cleanup rine at 1-suu-321-2008 to request
copies of documents for public comment. Some
fees may apply.

After a public comment period closes, the TPA
agencies will consider all comments received
before finalizing the document or decision. The
TPA agencies strive to publish a Comment and
Response document within 60 days after the
public comment period closes. If delays occur
due to a large volume and/or the complexity of
comments received, interested citizens may be
notified by mail or email.

Once the document is finalized, it will be made
available to those who provided comments and
contact information. The Comment and
Response document also is available by request.

If there are only a few comments during the
public comment period, the TPA agencies may
prepare individual letters or contact the
commenters directly in response to comments.

Final documents, milestone changes or
decisions, and Comment and Response
documents are available through the TPA
Administrative Record.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

In an effort to provide broad and timely
perspectives to the public on Hanford Site
cleanup priorities and budget decisions, the TPA
agencies regularly conduct public information
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Section 2
HANFORD DECISIOI

TAKING PROCESS

This section addresses decisions made within the
scope of the TPA, the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA),
Washington’s Hazardous  1ste Management
Act, and CERCLA, as appli e,

RCRA and Washington’s Hazardous Waste
Management Act govern the management
(treatment, storage, and dis sal) of hazardous
and dangerous wastes to minimize threat to
human health and the environment. These
regulations provide ‘“cradle-to-grave” (from
waste generation to final disposal) controls by
imposing  management  requirements  on
generators and transporters of hazardous and
dangerous wastes, and wupon owners and
operators of treatment, storage and disposal
facilities that generate and manage hazardous
and dangerous wastes.

CERCLA, commonly referred to as
“Superfund,” was designed to respond to
situations involving the past disposal of
hazardous substances. As such, it complements
RCRA and the Hazardous Waste Management
Act, which regulate ongoing hazardous and
dangerous waste handling and disposal.
CERCLA covers the radioactive constituents of
the site cleanup program.

CHANGES TO THE TRI-PARTY
AGREEMENT

Decisions made through the TPA cover a wide
range of issues. RCRA and CERCLA decisions
are made under the umbrel of the TPA. New
information and advancing cleanup technologies
require the need for periodic changes to the
TPA.

The TPA agencies use a change request process
to address this need. Figure 2 shows a flow
diagram of this process, which allows changes to
the TPA cleanup and comy ance schedule by
mutual agreement of the TPA agencies. All
schedule changes are documented in the TPA
work schedule.

Any of the TPA agencies can initiate a proposed
change, although as the one responsible for
cleanup, USDOE initiates most changes. This
process provides a formal mechanism for
reaching agreement among all the TPA agencies.
If agreement cannot be reached, a formal dispute
resolution process is outlined in the TPA.

Proposed wording or milestone changes can be
modest or significant. The process for making a
change gives the TPA agencies some discretion
in what kind of public involvement process will
take place. All schedule changes, which must be
for good cause, are documented in the TPA
work schedule.

The TPA agencies evaluate the significance of
the proposed changes twice during the change
request process. Each time, if they conclude the
change is significant, they initiate public
involvement.

The TPA agencies apply the following criteria to
determine significance:

e The draft change could have substantial
adverse impact on the environment;

e The draft change involves a major
milestone;

e The draft change could have a significant
impact on maintaining and fulfilling
important Hanford Site cleanup objectives
and TPA milestones;

The TPA work schedule includes the
major and interim milestones and
associated target dates that support the
accomplishment of the milestones.
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Section 2 - Hanfo1 "~

Hanjora rFublic Involvement rlan Jor the rederal Facillity Agreement and Lonsent vraer

" 't~ Making Process

The draft change « mpact on Each of the criteria is evaluated tc
interested  parties, including  Native suitable level of public involveme....
Americans, unions, the local
community, and Hanford public interest A significant TPA change requires a 45-day
groups; and public comment period. Before approvin the
The draft ch . dund i change, the TPA agencies consider all public
¢ dralt change 18], osed under a a“{)l(,)r comments as well as summarize and respond to
?eguiatlon stipulates  public the comments. The TPA agencies strive to
involvement. clarify comments or responses when needed.
The TPA agencies may schedule public
meetings to discuss the proposed change.
- TPA
@ Party "A" Party "A° @ Party "A" Submits Change @ Public
identilies Issue Prepares an —-| Issue Paper or |’ FiEQuest Meets tnvolvement
Impacting TPA Issue Paper or Draft C.R. List of Significance Yes | Process
Draft Change Alternatives to Criteria
Request and List Other Partigs
of Alternatives -
Party "A”
Reworks Issue
Paper or Draft
C.A and List of
Alternatives
Parties Concunence .
Concur | STOP
Dispute
Resolution
Process
v
Parties Party “A” @ Parties Change @ 45 Day TPA
Recommend Prepares TPA Concur on Request Meets MYES Aequired
TPA Cha eques
Proposed Change nge Signfficance Public
Ahernative Request Request Criteria Comment
A
@ Farties Sign
| TPA Change
Reguest
Based upon
Results of
Public
Comment

Figure 2: Tri-Party Agreement Change Request Decision Diagram
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Section 2 - Hanford

cision Making Process

Under CERCLA. the pronosed cleanup plan

must un
before a
be requs
period a

comment period
lic meeting may
ig the comment
or by calling the

Hanford Cieanup Line at 1-suu-321-2008.

Expedited Response

:tions

In cases where waste potentially poses a threat
to human health or the environment, the TPA
agencies may use an Expedited Response Action
process, also known as removal actions, to reach

a quicker decision. At

the Hanford Site,

Expedited Response Actions are sometimes used
where timely action has resulted in overall cost

effectiveness for cleanup

of historical waste

sites. Section 104 of CERCLA outlines the
Expedited Response Action requirements.

7 @ Parties Place Site

The decision process for an Expedited Response
Action is shown in Figure 5. Step 9 is the one
point at which there is a 30-day public comment
period on an Expedited Response Action, if the
action is not time-critical. In the event of a time-
critical Expedited Response Action, no public
comment period is provided before an action is

taken.

ere are two reasons for this:

1. Concerns about health and safety require an
expedited action; and

2. Time-critical Expedited Response Actions
are only stopgap measures taken to protect
health and safety, and provide time to make a
longer-term decision in which the public will
be consulted.

Parties
Agree to

vos @

USDOE Develops

Ecology

Hewview and

on Candidate Lis! ERA Proposal
Proceed
® EPA/ @

USDOE Oratts Ecology 30 Day Required EPA/Ecalogy USDOE
—»| Engineering [~ Concur with Publc Comment Wirte Action ! Pioceeds

Evaluation and EE/CA on EE/CA Memorandum with ERA

Cost Analysis

(EEICA) E 2107061 4
Figure 5: Tri-Party Agreement Expedited Response Action ‘ecision Process
(Non-Time Critical)
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Section 5 - Site Information

Semi-arid land with a sparse covering of cold
desert shrubs and drought-resistant grasses
dominates the Hanford Site landscape. Forty
percent of the site’s annual 6.25 inches of rain
occurs between November and January. The
land surrounding the Hanford Site is used
primarily for agriculture and livestock grazing.

The major population center near the site is the
Tri-Cities (Kennewick, Pasco, Richland and
West Richland). The southwest area of the
Hanford Site, covering 120 square miles, is
designated as the Fitzner-Eberhardt Arid Lands
Ecology Reserve. The Arid Lands Ecology
Reserve is managed for the US  )E by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, part of the
Department of the Interior, and is used for
ecological research and preservation.

The site’s Wahluke Slope area, also known as
the North Slope, located across the Columbia
River, is also managed for the USDOE as a
wildlife refuge by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The Wahluke Slope and Arid Lands
Ecology Reserve, which comprise 45 percent of
the 586-square-mile site, have been cleaned and
removed from the EPA Superfund list. In 2000,
President Clinton created the Hanford Reach
National Monument that encompasses a 0.25-
mile corridor on each side of the Columbia
River for a 51-mile stretch through the Hanford
Site. The Hanford Reach National Monument is
managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and USDOE.

Non-USDOE facilities within Hanford Site
boundaries include those owned by Energy
Northwest, a public utility. The Columbia
Generating Plant (formerly WNP-2) is the only
nuclear power plant operating to make
electricity in the Pacific Northwest. Construction
was stopped on WNP-1 and WNP-4 during the
1980s.

Another non-USDOE facility on the Hanford
Site is a low-level radioactive waste disposal
facility operated by US Ecology, a private firm
licensed by Washington State.

Additionally, the  Laser Interferometer
Gravitational Observatory (LIGO) project, a
joint endeavor of the California Institute of
Technology, and the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, sponsored by the National Scic @
Foundation, built on the Hanford Site in 1994.
LIGO is an advanced scientific observatory,
designed to team with similar projects in
Louisiana and Italy, for detecting gravity waves.

Findings are expected to aid in understanding
the workings of the wuniverse, including
Einstein’s theories of gravity. LIGO is not a
USDOE project, but the Hanford Site location
was selected because of its available space and
seismic stability.

USDOE facilities are located throughout the

Hanford Site and the city of Richland. The Site
1s divided into six administrative areas, known
as the 100, 200, 300, 400, 600, and 1100 Areas.

The first four areas contained most of the
nuclear operations at the Hanford Site. The
100 Area includes nine deactivated nuclear
production reactors along the northern stretch of
the Columbia River, often referred to as the
River Corridor. The 200 East and 200 West
Areas, located in Hanford’s Central Plateau,
contain 56 million gallons of high-level
radioactive waste in aging underground tanks,
the principal nuclear chemical processing and
waste management facilities, several large waste
disposal areas, and many other facilities. The
300 Area, approximately three miles north of the
city of Richland, contains research and
development laboratories and former reactor fuel
manufacturing facilities. The Fast Flux Test
Facility is located in the 400 Area, and is now
shut down.

The 600 Area is the administrative designation
for Site lands that are not part of any other
administrative area. The [00 Area, located
adjacent to the Richland city limits, once
contained vehicle maintenance and storage
facilities. However, this 1.25-square-mile area
was cleaned up, removed from the Superfund
list in 1995. The land was transferred to the Port
of Benton (a local port district) to assist in
economic diversification in the North Richland
area and is no longer a part of the Hanford Site.
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Appendix B - Documents Accessible From I ‘ormation Repositories

Expedited Response Action Engineering
Evaluation/Cost Analysis

Hanford Groundwater Monitoring Reports
(1987 - Present)

Preliminary Natural Resource Survey
Public Notices

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of
1976 Part B modifications to the Hanford Site-
Wide Permit

Washington State Permit Apnlications, Draft
and Final Permits, and Fact | zets

ADMINISTRATIVE } RD

The Administrative Record serves the same
purpose in the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
of 1976, and Washington State Dangerous Waste
Programs. The Administr ve Record is the
body of documents and information that is
considered or relied on to arrive at a decision for

remedial action or hazardous  waste
management.

An Administrative Record file is established for
each group of waste sites with a similar location
and waste characteristics and for each grouping
of treatment, storage, or disposal units for the
purpose of preparing and submitting a permit
application and/or closure plan. It will include
all the documents considered or relied on in
arriving at a decision or to issue a permit or
permit modification. When the investigation
process begins or when a permit action begins,
the Administrative Record file is established.
The USDOE is responsible for management of
the official Administrative Record file. The
Administrative Record is also available online.

Tri-Party Agreement Administrative Record
and Public Information Repository

2440 Stevens Center Place, Room 1101
Richland, WA 99352

(509) 376-2530

Website
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