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Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

APR 04 2001

01-RCA-240

Mr. Michael A. Wilson, Program Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

State of Washington

Ty ‘mentof” »lc y F@Enw .
P.O. Box 47600 '
Olympia, Washington 98504 APR 17 2001

Dear Mr. Wilson: EDMC

PLUTONIUM FINISHING PLANT (PFP) HANFORD FEDERAL FACILITY AGREEMENT
AND CONSE. " ORDER (TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT) MILESTONE M-83-09 HANFORD
ASH REPACKAGING - COMPLETION OF DISPUTE PROCESS

Enclosed is the signed Tri-Party Agreement Change Request M-83-01-01A for repackaging of
Hanford Ash at PFP. This change request establishes Tri-Party Agreement Milestone M-83-09
for completion of the repackaging of Hanford Ash at the PFP facility. Ecology's: oroval of this
change request will close out the Tri-Party Agreement dispute process for M-83-( -01 initiated

on March 14, 2001. If you have any questions, please contact Jon Yerxa on (509) 376-9628.

AWy

Clifford E. Clark Actmg Program Manager
RCA:JKY Office of Regulatory Liaison

Sincerely,

cc: See page 2







Description of Locations Covered by this Change Request.

1. Scope

This Change Request covers regulated dangerous waste activities required to repackage the Hanford Ash
mixed waste currently stored at PFP, and the subsequent storage and transfer of that Ash to the Central
Waste Complex (CWC). These activities will be conducted in PFP Bldg. 234-5Z. Repackaging and storage
activities will be conducted in Rooms 170 and 192D. Glovebox HC-46F, located in room 170, wi be used
for repackaging the Hanford Ash.

Note: The Pipe and Go packaging storage areas in Rooms 170 and 192D may also be used during this

timeframe for the packaging and storage of non-mixed waste as necessary to support evi :ual disposal at the
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

The management of Hanford Ash mixed waste will be carried out in compliance with the applicable and
substantive requirements of Washington Administrative _ »de (W2 _, 173-303-400, ept. noted below:

e Hazardous waste labeling as described in Section 5 and the subsequent storage activity that will
conform to the limits established in Section 6 identified in this change reque

e Labeling and inspection of waste as it is currently stored is described in Section 5 below.

2. Identif~~tion of Waste
The Hantord Ash is a product of incineration of combustible materials generated in the production and

processing of plutonium at Hanford. Process knowledge was used to designate Hanford Ash as mixed
waste, to be disposed ¢ at the WIPP.

Hanford Ash mixed waste is contained in crimp-sealed cans inside 50-pound lard cans currently being
stored in the vaults at PFP. Hanford Ash mixed waste comprises approximately 600 kg of the total Pu-
bearing residues stored at PFP.

Approximately ten of the small Hanford Ash mixed waste cans will be set aside in the PFP vaults to await
verification sampling. The waste in the remaining cans (approximately 530 cans) will be repackaged into

~ approximately 330 pipe overpack containers (POC) and transferred to CWC to await ¢ ification and
transport to WIPP. (A POC is a container engineered to provide appropriate spacing of and protection for
transuranic wastes stored and transported to WIPP. The POCs are vented to allow escape of hydrogen gas,
and the lids are permanently closed at PFP to preclude intrusion). Standards are used for Non Destructive
Assay (NDA) to establish the Pu content of the POCs for WIPP acceptance purposes.

3. Characterization and Sampling

Ecology was provided information that DOE believes supports designation of the Hanford Ash. Based on
process knowledge DOE believes the Hanford Ash at PFP designates as a mixed waste and carries the'
following waste codes: Washington State corrosive (WSC2) and Toxicity Characteristic metals cadmium,
chromium, lead and barium (D004, D006, D007 and D008). Ecology has concerns regarding the quality of
the process knowledge used to designate the Hanford Ash. DOE agrees to negotiate an enforceable scope
and schedule for resolving Hanford Ash waste designation issues in conjunction with PFP transition
negotiations which begin June 1, 2001. Those negotiations will determine the need and/or extent of

sampling and analysis required for accurate designation. Sampling and analysis will be performed to meet
WIPP acceptance criteria.

“Does not contain classified or unclassified controlied nuclear information”







Tntarim Description Due Date
M-83-09 Complete repackaging and shipment of all Hanford Ash mixed waste August 31, 2002

currently stored in PFP to the Central Waste Complex for storage.
Repackaging and shipment of Hanford Ash mixed waste does not
include those items identified as Non Destructive Assay (NDA)
standards or set aside for WIPP verification sampling.

“Does not contain classified or unclassified controlled nuclear information”
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