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DONT SAY [ MITE M Date: Cctober 12, 1535
To: Larty Dean From: N.A. Cedoret P

Sutilect: Summary of archaevlogical materals identified In the McGee Rench and Vemnita
Qua ' areas.

Larry,

Below is an inventory of physical manifestations left by Native American Peoples and later
Euroamericans in the argas proposed for a fine soll borrow pit at McGea Ranch and for a basalt
source at the Ver 3 Quarry. it does not addrass other vaiues the arsas may have to indiganous
and non-indiganous pecpies. | hope this infcrmation I8 useful In your preparation of the TWRS
EIS. As you know, locational information regarding archaeciogical resources is exemgt from the
treedom of information act. '

Y LBanch Fine Soit Borrow B3 .
A a upto 8.8 km? s proposed to be used as a borrow pit for fina soll. The erea has been defined

by Westinghouse Hanford/Beatta! Haniord projact staf as Area A (0.6 km?) and Area B (8.8 km?)
(see sttached figure). The entire pmtcud borrow area has been surveyed by staff of the Hantord
Cultural Rescurces Laboratory (HCRL). Area A was gurveyed in 1888, 1969, and 1890. Area B was
surveyed In 1891 and 1992 and the results of that survey were repcried in Gard (1982).

Gard argued that  of the prehistoric sites and 8ix ¢f the historic sites in Araa B wers eligible for
listing in the Nativnal Register of Kistoric Places (Natlonal Register) and identified the nead ta obtein
Determinations of Eligitility to the National Reg!ster for all ses that would be impacted by borrow
ectivities. ' .

Further evaluation of the resources within the propoeed borrow area wag made by the staff of the

HCRL In 1994, & equest for Determination of Eligiblity was completed for a propcsed McGee

Ranch/Cold Creek Valley District. The State Historic Prasarvation Officer (SHPO) concurted with the

DOE's determination that the McGee Ranct/Cold Creek Vallgy District is elgible for listing in the |
Nstional Register of Historic Places (letter dated November 23, 1994, from Gregory A. Griffith to

Robert. S. Hoit). The proposed district is dominated by early homesteadatarmstieads and assocliated

former imigated fi  's. The district boundaries coincide with project boundaries to a large degree

because the finegrained sediments in the area that have the cormect propeties for use in protective

barmriers were also good for farming. '

Resources identifled during survey of Area A were included in the Request for Determination of /
Eligibliity. An additional 1.0 km?2 of the remainder of the ~=naeans mierri~ had alts been survewad, -

Resources identified during thoae surveys 2s well as ac b fintt
area duringthe s .mer of 1994 while concucting addk ¥ riously identified
features were aiso incorperated in the Request for Dete Ry,

The IcGee Ranch/Cold Crask Valley District Is located on the westem edge of the Hanford Site
within the Coid Creek Valiey and on the southeastem odge of Umtanum Ridge. The district is
dominated by early homesteadtanmsteads and associated formerly imigated flekis. The property
le bounded on the south and east by Highway 24, on the west by the Hanford Site 8oundary, and
ont | north by an historic road and legal boundaries (.. e., 1/4 secticn boundariee). The land
adjoining the Hantford Stte to the west is private and much is in cultivation, both Irrigated and
dryland crops. C & very small remnant (~150 m by 50 m) of an oid fleld associated with one of
the homastead/farmsteads in the district is present o the south of Highway 24. No cultivated
land (s present o0 the east of Highway 24, nor to the north, adjacent 10 the district boundaries.
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The McGee Ranch/Cold Creek Valley forms a neighborhood that is distinctly different trom other
farm/ranch properties on the Hanford Stte. Geographically, the district Is distinct trom other areas
of the Handord Site. The district is located in a valley, betwean two ridges and the elevation s
over 100 m highar than other lrrigated properties along the Cotumbia River. The settiere were
unique in the area for theair rellance on artesian wells for imigation. Othar sattiers In the region
reiled on the Columbla and Yakima Rivers for irrigation. The method of irigation, siope and rlil,
assoclated with two of the homestead/farmsteads, Ford and Rothrock, has not been documented
elgewhero onthe Hanford Site. The dissected Cold Creek Vallay aliowad for the deveiopment of
this unique method of irigation. The irrigation system at the McGee Ranch wag aiso gravity fed,
bul  xcause of the variation In tapography, the configuration of the water lines was differert. -

The district includes both historic and prehisioric elements. Historic sites and features Inciude six
homestead and famstead aites, two seml-subtarranean dwaelling complexas, a csllar and cistern,
irigation systerns, debris concentrations, {once finas, flelds, and roads. Evidence of prehistoric
usq of the area is manitested by isolated lithic tools and debitage, Mhic concentrations, and
calms. To date, a tota! of 25 8ite8 and isolates have been found within the district boundaries.

Eight orojectlis points have baen found to date within the district. A chronology based on point
typd 1as not been descridad for this region of the Columbia Basin, however, comparing these
artifacs to points from neighboring regions (i. ¢., Neison 196@ and Leonhardy and Rice 1970) a
1amative assessment of age ¢can be made. The points appear to repregent several ditferent
periods in prehistory including the late Cascade Phase of Leonhardy and Rice and the Cold
Springe (~8700-4500 BP) of Nelson. Tweo points are similar to Frenchman Springs and one is
similar to Rabblt lsland Stemmed (Type 3 of Nelson) dated approximately 4500-2500 BP, One
point le similar to Franchman Springs and Tucannon phase points. Another is a similar styis to
the Cayuse phase (subphase |, 11?) of Nelson dated to approximatety 1000-1800 A.D.

S A e e e e 0,
area has been used in both prehistoric and historic times.

Archasclogical sites and Isolates identified within the proposed quarry !pczude:

+ one prehistoric ithic concentration, '

+ soveral Isolated ithic artifacts

¢ 2 rock calms of undetermined origin, but lichen growth suggests some antiquity.
'« onatalus pk of undetermined origin, possibly historic |

o histe1  Jebris concent

» one slte with several rock alignments, of undstermined origin but may represent steck
enclosuree or animal guides/Harriers for hunting purmposes. '

. veral isolatad historic artifacts

An addtional lithi~ concentration and calm have been Identified In the near vkinity o ! the
proposed quarty. one of the sites have been formally evaluated against the criteria for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places.

Ret ncé: Gard, H. A. and R. M. Poet. 1992, Archaeological Survey of the McGee Ranch
&wﬁy Hanford She, Washington. PNL-8186, Pacific Northwest Laboratory, Richland
aghington.
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TWRS EIS
B COMMUNICATION RECORD

Date of mee 1g or telephone conversation
21 feb 1995

Particpants or Attendees (with organization):

Connell Qil, Inc., Union C Distributor

Subject(s) Discusssed/Summary of Discussions:

| TALKED WITH LOCAL UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR. THEY HANDLE KEROSENE IN SMALL QUANTITIES AND THEY
HAVE A FAIR SIZE TANK FARM. THE PERSON | NEEDED TO TALK WITH WAS NOT AVAILABLE. THE
IMPRESSION | GOT FROM THE RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY WAS THAT THEY PROBABLY WOULDN'T HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH THAT VOLUI

Issues/Concerns ldentified (Unresolved questions):

None

None

Prepared/recorded by: L. Dean Date:February 28, 1995

Distribution:

C.C. Haass, DOE-RL, S7-51
Participants
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TWRS EIS
COMMUNICATION RECORD

Date of meeting cr telephone conversation: 21 Feb 1995

Particpants or Attendees (with organization):

R.E. Powell, Texaco/BP/Mobil Qil Distributor, Pasco

Subject(s) Discusssed/Summary of Discussions:

| TALKED WITH R.E.POWELL, A LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR. THEY CURRENTLY SUPPLY KEROSENE IN 55
GALLON BARRELS. DEMAND IS NOT REAL HIGH. A DELIVERY RATE OF 10,00 GALLONS A DAY HOWEVER
DOES NOT PRESENT MUCH OF A PROBLEM. R.E. POWELL ALONE HAS SUFFICIENT TANK SPACE AND
TRANSPORTATION TO HANDLE THAT VOLUME.

Issues/Concerns Identi :d (Unresolved questions):
Two types of kerosene are available: a high grade stove oil and K1 Odorless Kerosene. K1 has a
lower BTU rating and costs more. Which one will be used?

Required actions:

None

=

Prepared/recorded by: L. Dean Date:February 28, 1995

Distribution:

C.C. Haass, DOE-RL, 57-51
Participants
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