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Description/Justification of Change (Continued)

In January 797, the DOE decided to maintain FFTF in a standby condition while an evaluation was conducted
of any future role the facility might have in DOE’s tritium production strategy. In December 1998, DOE
announced, in part, that FFTF would not play a role in producing tritium. Subsequently, in August 1999, DOE
initiate the preparation of a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Nuclear Infrastructure Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (NI-PEIS, DOE/EIS-0310), which was finalized and published in December
2000. The NI-PEIS included an evaluation of the potential impacts associated with restarting the FFTF as a
potenti: irradiation services facility for medical and industrial isotope production, plutonium-238 production
for NASA space missions, and nuclear research and development. In January 2001, the DOE issued the Record
of Decision (ROD) for this NI-PEIS, which reaffirmed the decision to permanently deactivate the FFTF because
existing DOE facilities would be able to provide irradiation services for the aforementioned, proposed NI-PEIS
missions. From April 2001 to August 2001, the DOE suspended the FFTF decision in the ROD to allow two
onducted of all of the key factors related to this decision. As a result of these studies, the DOE
scember 2001 that the restart of FFTF wasir  acticable 4 “its =  ivationwouldp :ed.

Asaresult of FF - being formally placed in standby in 1997, FFTF deactivation activities associated with
sodium drain from the plant and fuel storage vessels were suspended. This resulted in major effects to the
Agreement’s M-92-09 and M-92-10 interim milestones associated with the management and disposition of
DOE’s Hanford Site radioactive sodium as product. Based on the status of the FFTF at the time, the Tri-Party
agencies agreed to place the Agreements M-92-09 and M-92-10 interim milestones in abeyance (temporary
suspension) until the Secretary of Energy issued a final decision on whether or not to restart FFTF. The Parties
agreed should DOE decide that FFTF has no future missions, and that FFTF deactivation should resume, D(
shall issue a draft Agreement change control form for proposed revised dates to the M-92-09 and M-92-10
interim milestones associated with the management and disposition (product use) of DOE’s Hanford Site
radioactive sodium inventory (~300,000 gallons). The majority of the Hanford Site’s radioactive sodium
inventory is associated with the FFTF (~260,000 gallons or ~87 %), which is currently molten in reactor coolant
systems and fuel storage vessels. The remaining Hanford Site radioactive sodium inventory is comprised of
Hallam Reactor sodium (~34,000 gallons or 11%) and Sodium Reactor Experiment sodium (SRE, ~7,000
gallons or ~2%). The Hallam Reactor shut down in 1964 and its sodium inventory received at Hanford in 1967.
Currently, the Hallam Reactor sodium is safely stored in solid form under a nitrogen cover gas in three storage
tanks located in a Butler-type steel building in the Hanford Site’s 200 West Area. The SRE sodium was
receive at Hanford in 1975. Currently, the SRE sodium is safely stored in solid form in 158 55-gallon drums
sealed within 85-gallon overpacks that are stored within 8 South Alkali Metal storage modules at the Hanford
Site’s 200 West Area Central Waste Complex.
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Agreement Appendix D, Table D is hereby modified as follows:

Shaded text is added and-strikethreugh-textis-deleted.

Milestone

Description Due Date
M-92-09 Establish milestones and/or target dates if needed for 7/30/09
acc sition of new facilities, modifications of existing In Abeyance

facilities, and /or modification of planned facilities necessary
for storage, treatment/processir~ and disposal of Hanford
Site sodium.
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Milestone

Description Due Date

M-92-10

Submit Hanford Site Sodium Disposition Evaluation Report ~ 9/30/05
to Ecc Hgy. , I Al

The report shall be prepared in concert with M-81-10-T01,
which indicates that the Office of River Protection (ORP)
Waste Treatment Plant will use the Hanford Site Radioactive
sodium’ 1nventory (i.e., FFTF, Hallam, and SRE), following
conversion to sodium hydrox1de for tank sludge
pretreatment (i.e. caustic washing).- The report will

¢ the ORP.need dates and. identify where the

E te sodi-~1invent._, will be conver 1 to sodium
hydroxide, i.e., at the existing Argonne National Laboratory —
West sodium processing facility (located within thé Idaho
National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory Site) or
at a new facility to be constructed at Hanford.




