





Enclosure

Actions to be Tgkén by RL to Re--"ve Fi ' as of Compliance Asses :nt

Assessment of existing tank system integrity - WAC 173-303-400 (40 CFR
265.191)

Tank 10-1 and tank 9-1, cited specifically as not having been assessed for
system integrity, were identified in February 1996, as dangerous waste
tanks when tI B Plant Tow-level liquid waste stream was re-designated.
While not assessed for tank system integrity, liquid levels for tank 10-1
and tank 9-1 have been continuously monitored, and the data from the moni-
toring is reviewed as part of daily plant irv 1lance. As discussed with
Ecology‘'s B Plant Transition Team, tanks 1uU-1 and 9-1 are schedul to be
removed from service and iso :.ed by tember 30, . 8. Therefore, RL
will continue tank liquid level monitoring and will perform daily surveil-
lance of the tank 1iquid levels for 10-1 and 9-1. Liquid level monitoring
and daily surveillances for B Plant tank systems actively managing danger-
ous waste will be maintained, where capabilities exist, until the waste
sources are eliminated and the tanks deactivated. For tanks that cannot
be inspected (i.e., tank level monitoring, daily surveillance of tank
level data) a complete inventory of the tank number(s), tanks(s) contents
and major risks will be maintained, as well as the respective reasons why
the inspection requirements cannot be met (Attachment 1 to this
enclosure). Additionally, the cell 10 sump 1liquid level monitoring will
be maintained, daily surveillance of the sump Tevels conducted, and appro-
=iate action taken when indications of Tiquid in the sump are detected.
~auis action will occur until tank 10-1 is deactivated.

.Based on discussions with the Ecology Project Manager and because of the
planned deactivation of B Plant, no visual inspections, integrity tests,
or secondary containment upgrades will be performed for B Plant tank sys-
tems unless the tanks are operated beyond September 30, 1998. Ground
water monitoring issues are discussed below and provide response to
Ecology's recommendation that ground water monitoring and/or subsurface
geophysical monitoring be considered as alternatives to integrity
assessment.

Identifying solid waste -~ WAC 173-303-016
Designation of dangerous waste - WAC 173-303-070

B Plant is currently undergoing efforts to identify, characterize, and
manage liquid waste being stored at leve" above "minimum tank heels" in
canyon tanks that have been considered inactive since completion of the
B Plant cesium and strontium recovery mission in 1985.

As part of discussions held with Ecology regarding B Plant Transition, RL
and WHC proposed guidelines for tank management. The guidelines included
assumptions influencing vessel disposition, and a table of vessel cate-

gories and recommendations for manage 1t of tanks found to contain inven-
tories above "minimum tank heel." Ecology concurred with these guidelines







Discussions with the Ecology Project Manager and other Ecology representa-
tives have been initiated and are ongoing regarding current ground water
monitoring capabilities around B Plant and the associated area. RL com-
mits to continue to discuss soil and ground water monitoring with Ecology
regarding appropriate levels of monitoring and investigation needed to
protect human health and the environment.

The B Plant Pre-Closure Work Plan that will be developed for B Plant
Transition will reflect any agreements reached between Ecology and RL
regarding ground water monitoring and/or subsurface geophysical monitoring
around B Plant. The Pre-Closure Work Plan is scheduled for submittal to
Ecology r approval according to the proposed modif: | TPA mi~ +tone
M-20-21A by March 1999.

Interim status requirements - WAC 173-303-400

A1l tanks currently under the interim status requirements in WAC 173-303-
400 are located in high radiation areas at B Plant (e.g., B Plant canyon).
Therefore, canyon access points are controlled. Cells containing danger-
ous waste tanks are remote access only and therefore, no labeling will be
performed. B Plant will continue daily surveillance of level monitoring
of tank systems until they are emptied and inactive. Tank inspection
requirements will not be enforced on tanks that are emptied and inactive.
B Plant tank management strategies are presented in Attachment 2 to this
enclosure.

In accordance with Attachment 1, RL and WHC will identify tank numbers and
respective reasons why requirements cannot be met for all active dangerous
waste tanks (i.e.,.inspection and labeling requirements), and will main-
tain a complete inventory of major risks and waste inventories, including
waste descriptions and associated hazards. This information will be
included as supplemental information to the tank matrix being prepared,
and will be provided to Ecology as the tank matrix is finalized. The
Inspection Plan for B Plant and it's implementing procedure will clearly
reflect all tanks requiring inspection.

RL agrees with Ecology's position in Attachment to the letter regarding
secondary containment and leak detections system upgrades. Therefore,
because B Plant is in transition to shut down, no upgrades to secondary
containment or leak detection systems will be performed. Continuous tank
level monitoring will be maintained for active B Plant dangerous waste
tanks, and daily surveillance of the tank levels will be performed until
the tanks are emptied and inactive.






Attachment I

Tank M~-~-ement ~~- T4qteriy "ta- -~ ' ~ gt
(as _extract-~ from Draft ™" "~---—-- 1n'Prjnc191e for B ""ant)





































Attachment 2-

STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOCQY

1315 W, 4th Avenue ¢ Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 & (509) 735-7581

March 7, 1996

1” Rick ez
U.S. Dej of Ene
P.O. Box 555

chland, WA 99352

Mr. Steve Godfrey
Westinghouse Hanford Company
P.0O. Box 1970 ’
Richland, WA 99352

Dear Messrs. Gonzalez and Godfrey:
Re: B-Plant Transition Activities

During the B-Plant Transition technical review meeting on February 29, 1996, the U.S.
Department of Energy (USDOE) and Westinghouse Hanford Company (WHC) staff asked the
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) to respond to four issues presented thus far
by USDOE and WHC relating to B-Plant transition: Containerized Cell 4 Waste, Listed Waste,
Tank Management, and Compliance Assessment, This letter provides Ecology’s response.

Containerized Cell 4 Waste: USDOE/WHC has proposed leaving highly radioactive and mixed
waste containers in Cell 4 until the facility disposition phase. (Reference: February 22, 1996,
meeting handout.)

Ecology concurs with USDOE/WHC'’s proposal provided (1) waste/container inventories are
complete and accurate, and (2) complete waste descriptions, associated hazards, and end-point
criteria are described within the B-Plant end-point criteria document, surveillance and
maintenance plan, and pre-closure workplan. Cell 4 has interim status for storing such waste, as
identified in the B-Plant Complex Part A, dated November 22, 1995, and can continue to accept
waste from the Waste Encapsulation Storage Facility, Milestones will be needed for submittal of
the end-point criteria document, surveillance and maintenance plan, and pre-closure workplan.

sted Waste: On November ~~ 1995, USDC™'WE ~ modified the B-Plant Complex Part A,
Form 3, to include listed waste codes that apply to B-Plant waste. USDOE/WHC has proposed
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Compliance Assessment; Ecology performed a compliance assessment of B-Plant on February
28, 1996. The report is being developed and a response letter is forthcoming. Ecology’s goal is
to identify, clarify, and resolve interim status compliance issues within the assessment framework,
e.g., requirements for labeling, inspection, secondary containment.

I hope this letter helps to clarify Ecology’s position on the aforémentioned issues. I have been
very pl - d with communication on this project, and hope to continue in a positive way. Please
feel free to contact me at (509) 736-3024 if you have any questions about this letter.

Sincerely,

2
AR A W

Laura Russell
B-Area Project Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

.LR:mf

cc:  Dave Evans, USDOE
Paul Krupin, USDOE
Jim Mecca, USDOE
Chris Midgett, WHC






