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No vember 7. 1997 

Mr. James E. Ras111ussen , Direct o r 
Ln vi ron111 e nta l /\ ss urance. Pe rmits. a nd Po licy Di v is io n 
l J. S. De par1111cnt o f Ene rgy 
Ri chland O pe ra ti o ns O ffi c t: 
P. 0 . Box 55 0. M S IN : /\ 5- 15 
Ric hland , WA 993 52 

M r. William D. Ada ir, D irector 
Env iro nmenta l Protec tio n Respo ns ible Pa rty 

F luor Danie l I la nfo rd , Inc. 

P 0 . Box 1000. M S IN : 1-1 6 -21 
Ri chl and , W /\ 993 52 

Dear Mess rs. Rasmussen and Ada ir : 

Re: C losure C ertification for the 3718-F Alkali Metal Treatment and Storage 
Fac ility (AMTSF) 

T he Washingto n Sta te D e pa rtment of Ecology (Ecology) rejects the closure certification 

submitted in a letter da ted Septe mbe r 24, 1997, from James E . Rasmussen, U .S. Department of 

Ene rgy (USDOE), a nd Willia 111 D . Adair, Fluor Daniel Hanford , (FDH), to Moses Jaraysi , 

(Eco logy), rega rd ing C losure Certifi ca tion for the 37 I 8-F Alkali Metal Treatment and Storage 

Fac ility fo r the 37 18-F Alka li M eta l Trea tme nt and Storage Fac ility (AMTSF), Resource 

Conserva tio n a nd Recove ry A ct ( RC R/\) treatme nt, storage, a nd/o r di sposa l (TSO) unit. Th e 

cen ifi cati o n fa il s to comply with the co nditions of the C los ure Pla n due to the presence o f 

po lychlo rinated biphe ny l (PC B) conta mination above M ode l Tox ics C ontrol Act (MTCA) 

method B level. In accorda nce with C ha pter 13 of the Hanford Fede ra l Facility Wide RC RA 
Pe rm it, Revis io n 3 A. the fo ll o w ing conditio ns have been v io la ted . The analytica l results of the 

sa m pling e vent wi ll be used to dete rmine if corrective ac tio n w ill be required to close the 3 7 18-F 
AMTS F (V . 13 .8. b ). Eco logy w ill cons ide r re mova l a nd deco nta mina tio n comple te whe n th e 

concentratio ns o f da nge rous wa s te. dan ge ro us waste constit11 c nts. a nd da nge rous waste res id ues 
o rig ina ting fro m the 37 18-1·. ( tlmi ug ho ut the a reas a ffected by re leases fro m thi s unit) d o not 

exceed nume ri c c lea nup leve ls fo r so il s, groundwate r, surface wate r. a nd air us ing res ide nti a l 

expos ure a ssu111 pt io ns acco rd ing to the MTCA 173 -340 , me tlllld /\ o r f3 (V . 13 .8.1) . The 37 18-F 

/\ f\-1TS F ca n no t be re ka scd fro m inter im sta tu s until it can be de mo nstrated that the unit ha s 

hcc 11 c losed in accorda nce w ith c los ure req uire me nts of W /\ C 173-303, o r correc ti ve ac t io n has 

been co m pleted ( \/ . I 1./\ ). /\ Pos t-C losure pe rmit w ill be required if da ngerous wa stes 
con st itucnts , res idues. o r deco 111 pos it io n produc ts a re le ft in pl ace a t concentratio ns a bo ve th e 
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numeric cleanup leve ls de termined us ing th e res idential exposure assumptions accordi ng to the 
MTCA 173-J 0J. method A or B (V . 13.B.m) . 

The certifica ti on and assoc iated correspondence o mit s information impacting the RC RA closure 
of this unit. spec ifica lly the mitigation o f the PC B contamination at the 3718-F AMTSF TSO 
unit. Due to the waste ma nagemei1t practi ces employed at the unit, Eco logy suspected the 
presence of PCB conta minat io n. However. US DOE refused to address Eco logy's request to 
ana lyze sa mpl es for potential PCB contamination at the unit. In order to exped ite the c losure 
process and keep management cos ts to a minimum, Eco logy analyzed sp lit sa mples taken durin° 
c losure acti v iti es for PC B's. All Eco logy sa mples con tained PCB's. However, o nly one sampl e 
taken from the bottom or a su mp, which has 11 0 future use and could be removed at a minimal 
cost, contained PCL3 contamination e levated above MTCA method B levels. Eco logy PC S 
ana lytica l data has been confirmed by USDOE, who had the orig inal c losure samples analyzed 
fo r PCB 's fo llowi ng not ificat io n of Eco logy's ana lytical results . 

The subject letter fa il s to mentio n a meetin g which occurred August 20, 1997. at the 
Environ menta l Protection Agency (EPA). 1 lanford Proj ect Office, in Richland. Washingto n, 
between Jeanne Wa llace (Ecology-300 Arca Proj ect Manager), Dave Einan (EPA-300 Area 
Project Manager), E lle n Mattlin (USDOE-1.::AP), Jack Sonn ichsen (Waste Management Federa l 
Services), Stephani e Johansen (general support serv ices contractor) and Tom Dillhof (Babcock & 
Wilcox Ha nfo rd ). Dave Einan participated in his capacity as the EPA, 300 Area Comprehens ive 
Environmental Response, Compensat ion and Liab ili ty Act (CERCLA) Operable Unit Manager. 
At the meeting, Dave Einan and I stated that removal of the sump and the affected soils followed 
by verification sampling, beneath and around the sump, would be required before the closure of 
this TSO unit would be considered complete. USDOE and/or contractors stated there was fear of 
setting the precede nce of remediating PCB contam ination at RCRA TS D's on the Hanford Site, 
particularly those which did not conta in PCB 's on the unit specific interim status permits (Part A, 
Fa.rm 3). S ince that meeting, Eco logy has determined the precedence has already been 
estab li shed. T he I 00 D Ponds RCRA TSO un it is address ing the remediation of so il 
conta minated with PCB 's desp ite the absence of the constituent from the interim sta tus permit 
(note, it is not the intent of the Pa11 A to limi t constituent addressed during closure of a RCRA 
TSO unit) . 

Eco logy will a llow 45 days to correct this non-compliance situation. in order for clean closure of 
this unit to occ ur, act io ns must occur to re move the contam inated sump structure and pe rform 
confirmat ion sampling to verify the concentration of PC[3 contami nation is below 10 parts per 
millio n (ppm), the MTCA method [3 level. As stated in th e Au gust 20, 1997 meeting, if a PCB 
plume is identified, Ecology and EPA wil_l work to appro priately stream line regulatory 
manageme nt o f ex tensive con taminatio n. Pl ease submit to Eco logy a remova l, ver ifica t ion, and 
mitiga ti on strategy to be co mplet ed within 45 days of rece ipt of th is notice. Eco logy w ill review 
and respond to the adeq uacy of the strategy within five working days of receipt. After 
comp leti o n o f the approved remova l, verification. and miti ga tion strat egy, a revi sed closure 
certifi cation sho uld be submitted renectin g th e additional activities conducted . However, if 
US DOE and FDl-l fail to remove the contaminated stru ctures and characterize the PCB 
conta minati on within 45 days Ecology will iss ue a notice of violation for fai lure to comply with 
pe rmit conditi ons of the 37 18-F /\MSTF Closure Pl an. 
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Please ensure future corres po ndence to Eco logy for the JOO Area is sent, or at a minimum 
copied, lo me . Thi s procedure is inte nded to expedite response to correspo ndence and streamline 
info rmation man ageme nt. In accorda nce w ith Chapte r 4 .0 o f the Hanfo rd Federal Facility 
Agreement and Co nsent O rder, Eco logy di stributed to US DOE and EPA in a February 26, 1996, 
lette r from Mike Wil so n (Eco logy) to Linda McC la in (US DO E) and Do ug Sherwood (EPA) a 
li s ting of Eco logy project ma nagers . This letter has a lso been di stributed several times at 
mo nthly 300 Area Proj ect Ma nager meetings. Each proj ect manager represents his/her respective 
party and keeps his/he r agency in fo rmed on the s tatus and any pro blems w hich ari se. The 
c losure certifica ti o n fo r th e 17 18-F A.MTS was in appropri ate ly s ubmitt ed . The c losure 
cer1ification was submit ted to 1""1 nscs farays i (Eco logy) o nly, with no co pies fo r di stributio n to 
the Eco logy o r EPA 300 A rca Pro jec t Ma nagers . 

I would apprec iate your a ttenti on to the comple tio n of the remova l acti on so Ecology may, in the 
future, accept a c los ure ce rtifi ca ti on fo r 3 7 18-F AM TSF TS D unit. If you have any questions 
rega rding the RC RA ce rt i fi c;it ion. please contact me al (509) 736-30 19. 

S in cere ly , 

--~ -t..cc \'\._.\ '---'---­
Jeanne Wallace 
300 Area Proj ect M anager 
N uc lea r Waste Program 

JW:skr 

cc: Mi ke Wil son, Eco logy 

Do ug Sherwood , EPA 
Dave Einan, EPA 
Tom Dillhoff, BWI-1 
Jack Sonnichsen, WMFS 
Russell Jim, YIN 
Do nna Pewaukee, NPT 
Fred Ruc k, FOi-i 
C li ff C la rk , USDOE 
Ellen Mattl in, US DO I-: 
.I . Wi lkin so n, C T lJ IR 
John Wagoner. lJS DO I: 
Ha nk Hatch, Ff)I I 
Mary Lo u Blazek, O DO! ·. 
Admini stra ti ve Records 3 7 18-F AMS T F 
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