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U.S. Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

APR G ' 

Mr. Steve M. Alexander 
Perimeter Areas Section Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
1315 W. Fourth Avenue 
Kennewick . Washington 99336-6018 

Mr . Douglas R. Sherwood 
Hanford Project Manager 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift Boulevard. Suite 5 
Richland . Washington 99352-0539 

Dear Messrs . Alexander and Sherwood: 
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NOTIFICATION OF RESAMPLING FOR TOTAL ORGANIC HALOGEN (TOX) AT WASTE MANAGEMENT 
AREA U-TANK FARM (WMA-U) 

This is to advise you that three recent samples taken from the WMA-U 
downgradient well 299-WlB-30 between July 1996 and February 1997 . have 
exceeded the upgradient/downgradient comparison values (critical mean) for 
TOX. These measurements represent a routine Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act sampling event in August 1996. a resampling in February 1997. and 
a Comprehensive Environmental Response . Compensation . and Liability Act sample 
taken in July 1996. The TOX values were 408 µg/L , 533 and 673 µg/L, and 
994 µg/L, respectively . 

The upgradient wells for WMA-U. 299-WlB-25 and 299-WlB-31 . have shown 
corresponding increases in TOX concentrations between March 1994 and 
August 1996. The maximum concentrations from these wells . however . 143 and 
130 µg/L respectively , are less than the concentrations for the downgradient 
wells. · 

Complementary data suggest that the increasing TOX concentrations measured in 
299-WlB-30 is the result of encroachment of the carbon tetrachloride plume 
that is approaching this vicinity from the northwest . The source of the 
carbon tetrachloride contamination is . therefore. interpreted to be the 
Plutonium Finishing Plant cribs and not WMA-U. Groundwater flow direction in 
this vicinity has changed from east-northeast when the WMA -U monitoring 
network was established. to east-southeast at the present time . and 
consequently well 299-WlB-30 is no longer appropriately placed as a 
downgradient well for this facility . 

In summary, available information indicates that the increase in TOX 
concentration is not from WMA-U and a groundwater assessment plan is not 
warranted. 
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If you want to discuss this matter further or require additional information , 
please contact me at 373-9630 . 
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cc: S. Leja, Ecology 

Sincerely, . 
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Marvin J Furman , Project Manager 
Groundwater Project 
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