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Department of Energy q 20277 qg’

Ri  and Operations Qffice
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

MAY 04 1992

92-TPA-043

Ms. Dana A. Rasmussen
Regional Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protectio
Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Chuck Clarke, Director
State of Washington
Department of Ecology

P.0. Box 47600

Olympia, Washington 98504-7

Dear Ms. Rasmussen and Mr. Clarke:

INTERIM STABILIZATION OF SI iLE-SHELL TANKS AT HANFORD SITE

Over the past several months we have all come to realize the benefit of
tri-party discussions in the early phase of solving technical issues. As an

example, our joint meetin . have proven successful in generating new interim
milestones for groundwater wells under milestone M-24-00. We are approaching

another juncture wherein I c Jresee substantial mutual advantage if our
respective staffs work togetl to resolve issues prior to entering into
formal Dispute Resolution. current issue that requires resolution
involves the interim stabili: n of single-shell tanks (SST), milestone
M-05-00.

Interim stabilization of Hanford’s SSTs has experienced difficulties since the
onset of the Hanford Federal F ility Agreement and Consent Order
(Tri-Party Agreement). Change ackages have been approved by the three
parties in 1990 and 1991, each implementing a substantiated delay. Another
change package was submitted for your consideration in September 1991, which
almost went to formal Dispute Resolution when the parties differed on the
sufficiency of information to support modifyinqg the milestones. Since that
time, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Fie 1 Office (RL) has continued to
pursue a technically supportab plan for achieving interim stabilization of
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and which have yet to be sti 1i :d (a total of 16 tanks, either in progress
or being prepared for stabilizat n at this time.) The second change package
will address the twenty-eight SSTs that are not, at this time, available for
interim stabilization due to safety restrictions. Although the end product of
interim stabilization is the si 2 for these two categories, the issues
involved are substantially different and should be addressed separately.

I ask that you support these scussions with resources available to you. My
staff and I are eager to work t¢ ‘'ther with you in this spirit of cooperation
to provide timely resolution « 1is issue. Please contact me and provide
your comments and, hopeft ly, y¢ ° commitment to support this endeavor.
Should you have questions, feel “-ee to call me, or your staff may cal

Mr. S. H. Wisness on (509) 376-¢ 18, or Mr. R. D. Izatt on (509) 376-5441.

Sincerely,
‘2. Wagoner
EAP:SHW Manager

cc: . Day, EPA
Pierce, Ecology

. Jansen, Ecology

. Veneziano, WHCG/
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