
00506 ~ 

STATE OF WASHI NGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
13 15 W. 4th Avenue • Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 • (509) 735-7581 

April 29, 1999 

Mr. Richard T. French, Manager 
Office of River Protection 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550, MSIN: A6-54 
Richland, Washington 99352-0550 

Dear Mr. French: 

Re: Suspension of Work on the Hanford Tanks Initiative Project 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has been informed that funding for the 
Hanford Tanks Initiative (HTI) Project was suspended effective April 1999. Ecology believes 
that this short-sighted action will have the following negative impacts on future Single-Shell · 
Tank (SST) Farms retrieval and closure: 

• Milestones M-45-03-T02 (Initiate Final Retrieval Demonstration of C-106, 6/30/2002) and 
M-45-03-T0I (Complete SST Waste Retrieval Demonstration, 9/30/2003) are not supported. 
Ecology believes that completion of these activities is critical in order to meet future waste 
retrieval milestones. 

• The cessation of the Light Duty Utility Arm (LDUA) development program will have serious 
consequences on .the retrieval activities. The site will lose the only technology available for 
sampling areas in tanks that are not directly below risers. The LDUA technology is currently 
being used successfully for retrieval and sampling at Oak Ridge. Hanford has invested 
millions of dollars in adapting this technology and will abandon the LDUA before its 
potential for sampling and retrieval has been realized. As demonstrated at Oak Ridge, this 
technology can serve as an important tool in overall tank retrieval and closure. 

• The Retrieval Performance Evaluation (RPE) report has been completed as planned. The 
RPE attempted to develop a process for making retrieval and closure decisions. At a 
workshop on January 6 and 7, 1999, the regulators and the tribes expressed overall 
satisfaction with the report, including the establishing of data needs. The report is meant to 
be a starting point for making these decisions. It needs to be followed by additional work to 
meet the objectives of the report. Ecology is concerned that the momentum for this worthy 
initiative will be lost. 
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• Ecology understands that a vendor has been selected to supply the technology for the Tank C
l 06 hard heel demonstration. Although the vendor has been selected, the delaying of any 
attempts to test or deploy the tracked vehicle will delay the hard heel demonstration. Ecology 
believes that this will also have a negative impact on other retrieval activities. 

The cessation of work on the cited activities will have a direct negative impact on the Tri-Party 
Agreement (TPA) commitments under M-45, particularly work related to C-106, and to the 
broader retrieval and closure program. Ecology expects that the U.S. Department of Energy 
(USDOE) will continue these work elements in other retrieval/closure-related projects; and will 
plan to meet with your staff soon to discuss these issues. If there are any questions about this 
letter, please contact Mr. Steve Skurla at (509) 736-3011. 

Sincerely, 

Laura J. Cusack, P .E. 
Project Management Section Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
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cc: Doug Sherwood, EPA 
Jackson Kinzer, USDOE 
Bob Lober, USDOE 
Lloyd Piper, USDOE 
Bill Adair, FDH 
Tony Umek, FDH 
Carolyn Haass, LMH 
J .R. Wilkinson, CTU1R 
Donna Powaukee, NPT 
Russell Jim, YIN 
Mary Lou Blazek, OOE 
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