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100-BC-1 Demonstration Project 
Expedited Response Action Proposal 

PUBLIC NOTICE - REQUEST FOR 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

This focus sheet describes the cleanup options being 
proposed by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Washington 
State Department of Ecology, the Tri-Party Agencies. ·me 
100-BC-1 Demonstration Project Expedited Response Action 

Proposal (DOE/RL-95-51) document describes the acceler
ated clean up plan for waste sites in the 100-BC-1 Operable 
Unit .of the Hanford Site and are available for review in the 
information repositories listed below. 

Several waste sites are being proposed for clean up this 
summer under the Streamlined Approach for Environmental 
Restoration (SAFER) process and the national contingency 
plan. The SAFER process is a DOE Headquarters initiative 
that focuses on building consensus on the objectives of a 
project prior to i..rnplementation. The SAFER process also 
uses the observational (learn as you go) approach during 
field work to expedite cleanup actions. 

The Public Comment Period will Begin May 15 
and End June 15. 

All comments will be considered and responded to prior to 
implementation of this project. 

Submit Written Comments To: 

BACKGROUND 

The 100-BC Demonstration Project Expedited Response 
Action is being proposed in an effort to begin remediation 
of 100 Area waste sites this summer. The 100-BC-1 Operable 
Unit is located in the northwest portion of the Hanford Site 
and on the bank of the Columbia River. 

This action proposes clean up of a number of sites in the 
100-BC Area to gather information that will assist in the 
development of the remedial design for 100 Area clean up, 
including validation of remediation cost estimates. Three 
sites are proposed to be cleaned up under this action. 
The first site is the 116-B-4 French Drain. This small site 
received spent acid and radionuclides from a decontamina
tion facility. The second proposed site is the 116-B-5 Crib. 
This is also a relatively small site with radioactive contami
nants. The third site is the 116-C-1 Effluent Disposal Trench. 
This site, which is one of the largest waste sites in the 100-
BC Area, is near the Columbia River and is considered one 
of the largest risk contributors in the 100-BC Area. This site 
is contaminated with radionuclides and chromium, at 
depths of up to 40 feet. Information will be gathered to 
determine how to handle sites in the 100 Area that have 
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ALTERNATIVES: 

Two alternatives have been considered for this proposal. 
These alternatives will be the focus of our engineering 
evaluation/cost analysis proposed alternatives. 

1. No Action Alternative 
The no action alternative would leave the waste sites as 
they are. No accelerated clean up would occur and these 
waste sites would be handled as part of the 100-BC-l 
Operable Unit Record of Decision. 

2. Waste Excavation and Storage 
This alternative calls for excavation of the waste sites to 
levels that do not preclude any future use due to Hanford 
contaminants. The clean up levels will be consistent with 

a residential risk scenario. These cleanup levels will be 
established for the entire 100 Area. It is expected that 
contaminated materials from this action will be stored for 
future disposal at the Environmental Restoration Disposal 
Facility (scheduled to receive waste by September 1996). 

DOE is also considering disposal of this waste at· the 218-
W-5 Burial Ground, Trench 31 (WO25) in the 200 Area. 

RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE 

The Tri-Party Agencies recommend Alternative 2 as the 
preferred clean up. This alternative is consistent with the 
approach envisioned for 100 Area clean up and will allow 
collection of information to support remedial design for large 
scale clean up of 100 Area Operable Units. 
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