STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

1315 W. 4th Avenue * Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 ¢ (509) 735-7581
December 1, 1999
Mr. George Sanders
U.S. Department of Energy

P.O. Box 550, MSIN: A5-15
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Sanders:

Re: Rescission of Letter dated November 30, 1999: “Response to U.S. Department of
Energy Recommendations on New Tanks Pursuant to M-46-01F”

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) rescinds the subject letter. Furthermore,
Ecology submits the enclosed letter, dated December 1, 1999, as the appropriate response letter.

Page 1, third paragraph, sixth sentence is corrected to read as follows: “Because continued storage
of wastes in the SSTs has increasing risks over time, Ecology cannot agree to simply building NO
additional DSTs.”

Page 2, first complete paragraph, is corrected to read as follows: “Towards that end, Ecology agrees
(for this year) to the construction of NO new DSTs under the following conditions:”

Ecology hopes this has not caused any inconvenience.

If you have any questions regarding this rescission or the enclosed letter, please feel free to contact
either of us. Suzanne Dahl at (509) 736-5705 or, Tony Valero at (509) 736-5719.

Sincerely,
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“Sizanne Dahl, Manager Antonio Valero, Manager
Tank Waste Disposal Project Tank Waste Storage Project
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maximize available DST space, ensure SST retrieval demonstrations move forward in the near
term, and treatment begins on schedule.

Towards that end, Ecology agrees (for this year) to the construction of no new DSTs under the
following conditions:

1) An aggressive DST integrity assessment program is implemented to adequately assess the
integrity of the DST system. The current effort which only looked at six (6) DST's is not
sufficient to ensure the DST system will be available as long as necessary to complete the -
waste disposal mission.

2) The SST Program must move forward in the coming years in developing a systems
approach to closure at the SSTs. This includes performing an advanced retrieval
technology deployment in the early 2000s. Ecology also expects that the SST Program
will be prepared to backfill the DSTs, as space becomes available, both prior to, and
during waste treatment operations.

3) Space is maximized in the DSTs. Not all actions identified during development of the
Safe Interim Storage Environmental Impact Statement have been implemented by
USDOE (e.g., consolidation of Neutralized Current Acid Waste [NCAW]). There are
additional space saving measures identified in the projection which also could provide
more DST capacity in the near term. Some of these (e.g., waste consolidation) have the
potential to create significant free space in the DSTs. This space could be used to move
waste from leaking SSTs sooner than currently projected.

4) The treatment plant is built and operated on the schedules agreed to in the TPA. Ifthe
decision on treatment plant(s) acquisition is negative, or the plant(s) is delayed, Ecology
will have no choice but to require the construction of compliant tank systems to receive
SST wastes. Perpetual storage in the failing SSTs is not an option. At this time ongoing
rele: from the SSTs are occurring, and are likely toinci  «eintl fut The SSTs
cont to store waste in non-ct | iant tank s; :ms. Wastes must be removed from
the SSTs and either treated and disposed or stored in a compliant and safe manner
pending treatment and final disposal. '

If USDOE can agree to these conditions, and takes necessary steps to implement them, then
Ecology will agree not to establish new milestones for the construction of new tank capacity at
this time.

ie assumption in the OWVP for Interim Stabilization liquids is 6.2 million gallons. As noted in
the text of the document, the revised estimate for Salt Well Liquid is 4 million gallons. This
results in roughly 2 million gallons of tank space available. Ecology is requesting that a ““special
case” projection be run this winter to determine the impact of this change. We also ask that this







